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: INTRODUCTION 


The Japanese language presented such difficulties to sixteenth century 
European missionarics that they called it the Devil’s tongue. In actual 
fact, there are many features of the Japanese language which make it 
relatively straightforward to learn. The grammar, for example, follows 
logical rules and is very regular. It is the reading and writing of Japanese 
which offcrs the greatest challenge to the learner. 


This book will make the reading and writing of Japanese accessible to 
you through a step-by-step approach which will help you to gradually 
build up your knowledge of Japanese script. The aim of this book is to 
show you that written Japanese can be interesting, challenging and also 
fun to learn. 


In the Japanese education system, the learning of Japanese script is spread 
throughout the nine years of compulsory education. By the end of this 
period, the Japanese student will have ‘learnt 1942 kanji (Chinese 
characters). This is the basic number prescribed by the Japanese Ministry 
of Education as essential for reading texts such as newspapers thoroughly. 
There are many more kanji (over 5000 in many kanji dictionaries) which 
are used for more specialised vocabulary and texts. Although 1942 kanji 
sounds like a large amount, it is worth making the comparison with 
English where, although we learn the alphabet relatively quickly, learning 
and understanding the meaning of vocabulary and different types of texts 
takes a very long time. 


A brief history 


The Japanese writing system was introduced into Japan by the Chinese 
around the middle of the 6th century AD. The Chinese language is very 
different to Japanese in structure and so the writing system was gradually 
adapted to fit the structure of the Japancse language. There arc now three 
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scripts which make up the Japanese writing system (four if you include 
romaji or roman script, ie. alphabet). Let’s look at each of these in turn. 


Kanji @# 


Kan is an ancient word meaning ‘Chinese’ and ji means ‘letter’ or ‘character’, 
hence kanji is translated as ‘Chinese characters’. This was the script 
which was invented by the Chinese and introduced to Japan. Kanji are 
ideographs; this means that the whole character conveys a meaning or 
idea (whereas in the roman alphabet system, letters are grouped together to 
make words). For example H is the kanji for sun. Kanji were originally 
drawn from pictures of nature and gradually developed into the standardised 
kanji used today. For example H sun developed like this: 


> O7O-8 
You will learn more about this in unit 1. 


There is usually more than one pronunciation for a kanji character. There 
are two types of pronunciation known as onyomi (Chinese reading) and 
kunyomi (Japanese reading). You will learn more about this in unit 2. 


Kana —7 


The two other scripts in the Japanese writing system are called hiragana 
and katakana and are known collectively as kana. They are phonetic 
alphabets or syllabaries which means that each symbol represents one 
sound only. This differs from the roman alphabet system where letters are 
grouped into sounds and where the same letter can be pronounced in 
different ways depending on its grouping (eg: a in rat, rate, far and fare). 
The difference between the Japanese phonetic system and the alphabet 
system can be shown through an example: 


In English the word house is made up of five letters: H-O-U-S-E. 
In Japanese the word for house (uchi) is made up of two sounds 
U-CHI. These sounds are represented by two hiragana symbols: 7 4 


The hiragana and katakana scripts rcpresent the same set of 46 basic 
sounds but the symbols are written differently and the two scripts are 
used for different purposes as described in the following section. 
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Hiragana O5 D7 


The word hiragana means rounded/easy to use and indicates both the 
shape and the relative simplicity of the script. Each symbol was developed 
from simplified kanji with the same pronunciation. For example, the 
hiragana symbol 7 (ka) is a simplified version of the kanji an 
(pronounced ka). The left side remains very similar in the hiragana symbol, 
the right side ‘box’ has been reduced to a slanting line. 


Hiragana is used to write the grammatical parts of words and sentences 
and to write Japanese words which don’t have a kanji. For example, when 
writing verbs (action words) the kanji is used to express the main idea or 
meaning and hiragana is used to indicate the function of the verb: 


/ listen is written: J ® ¥ 


The kanji Fd conveys the meaning listen; ® ¥ $ are three hiragana 
which show that the action is present tense / Jisten. 


I listened is written: fl ® ¥ L 


The same kanji f#] conveys the meaning /isten. The four hiragana show 
that it is a past action: J listened. You will learn more about this in units 
5 and 10. 


Japanese children learn hiragana first and then gradually replace words 
and parts of words with kanji as they progress. Hiragana is also used to 
indicate how to pronounce a kanji when it is first learnt or if it is unusual. 
When used in this way, it is called furigana and is written beside or above 
the kanji. 


Katakana WY DF 


The kata of katakana means partial and this is because each katakana 
symbol was developed from part of a kanji with the same pronunciation. 
For example, the katakana symbol # (ka), comes from the left side of 
the kanji J (pronounced ‘ka’). (In this example, the same kanji is the 
root of both the hiragana and katakana symbol; this isn’t always the case.) 


The katakana script represents the same set of sounds as hiragana but the 
symbols are written differently and are used for different purposes. In 
overall appearance, hiragana symbols are rounded in shape and katakana 
symbols are more angular. This will become more apparent once you 
have worked through units 5 and 9. 
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Katakana has a number of uses. Firstly, it is used for writing non-Japanese 
words which have been introduced into the language. These fall into two 
categories: 


1) Loan words For example, '7 #— 7% (wokuman) means 
walkman; 
F LE (terebi) means television. 

2) Foreign names For example, countries, cities and personal names: 
F XB (amerika) = America; 7* ) (pari) = Paris; 
A 3 A (sumisu) = Smith. 


There are also two categories in which katakana is used for writing 
Japanese words: 


3) To make words stand out Katakana makes words stand out in a similar 
way to writing a word in bold, italics or capitals. It is used increasingly 
in advertising (to make the product stand out), for slang words and 
exclamations, for pop group names and in headlines. Examples include: 
bk 2 8 (Toyota) and 7*# Y 2 (Pachinko — the Japanese pinball game). 


4) The classification of plants and animals 


About this book 


The 10 units which make up this book will gradually increase your 
knowledge of written Japanese. Units 1 to 4 introduce mainly kanji which 
developed from pictures of nature. About 3% of kanji fall into this 
category but, as you will learn, they are also used as components of more 
complex kanji. Units 4 and 6 to 8 will teach you how to decipher these 
more complex kanji giving you the tools to take your study further on 
completion of this book. There are plenty of hints to aid your learning 
and you will learn to build stories to remember the meanings of the kanji. 


Units 8 and 10 give you the chance to put your learning into practice. 
Unit 8 introduces you to a number of practical kanji words such as signs, 
notices and warnings of the kind you would see all around you in Japan. 
Unit 10 introduces a number of reading passages and helps you to decipher 
them and extract their meaning. You will also encounter different styles 
of printed and handwritten text. 


Two of the units are devoted to teaching the two phonetic scripts; hiragana 
(unit 3) and katakana (unit 9). There are lots of practice activities and 
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ideas to help you learn and remember these two scripts. You can leave 
these units out and come back to them later if you wish to concentrate 
only on kanji, but if you take your study of Japanese further, then a 
knowledge of these scripts is essential. 


There are sections throughout the book which concentrate on the teaching 
of written Japanese. Again, you may wish to leave these out and concentrate 
on reading only. 


Pacing yourself 


e Remember that it is YOU who sets the pace — Meo enjoyment of 
learning at the top of your agenda! 

e Find a balance between moving through the book and revising what 
you have learnt. Don’t expect to remember everything (even Japanese 
people forget kanji!) and use the indexes at the back where possible to 
find words you have forgotten. 

e Build up a set of small flashcards with kanji on one side and English 
on the other to test yourself from time to time. Start your own dictionary 
too; use a notebook to write down new words. 
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S3— BL Dai ikka 
UNIT 1 


(LUMI (hajime ni) Introduction 


In the introduction to this book you learnt about the history and 
development of the Japanese writing system and about the three different 
scripts or writing forms: U 5 #* %& (hiragana), 4 #® 4 F (katakana), 
and 7 (kanji). The focus of Units 1—4 is going to be on FT (kanji) 
and by the end of these four units you will have learnt to recognise 58 
42 (kanji) characters and also to understand the meanings of words 
made up from combinations of these. 


7 (kanji) characters are ideographs. This means that each character 
represents a whole object or idea. For example: 


A is the #54 (kanji) symbol for sun 

FA is the (kanji) symbol for moon 

As you learnt in the introduction, #4 (kanji) were written originally as 
pictures of the world which the ancient Chinese saw around them. These 
pictures were gradually, over time, standardised into regular shapes with 
rules about how to write them correctly. However, the pictures which 
each (5 (kanji) developed from can be very useful in helping you to 
remember the meanings. Look at these developments: 


H (sun) developed something like this: 


ea Se) = ea 

(iat ies 
As well as sun it also has the meaning day. These two concepts are 
connected because the rising and setting of the sun defines a day, 


FA (moon) developed something like this: 


a> Pew rR 
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As well as moon it also has the meaning month. Thesc two conccpts are 
connected because thc length of a month (28 days) is measured by the 
progrcss of each new moon. 

You can see from these two examples that $2477 (kanji) do not necessarily 
have only one meaning but can represent a number of associated ideas. 


wi CAKULED (yonde mimashd) 
Let’s have a go at reading! 


The aim of this section is to give you the opportunity to work out 
for yourself the meanings of FL ee (kanji) by linking them to pictures of 
the objects they represent. The #7 (kanji) you will start with all have 
meanings linked to nature and the world which surrounded the ancient 
Chinese. To carry out this activity, look at pictures 1-12 below and then see 
if you can link them to the #47 (kanji) a—l at the top of the opposite page. 
Try to match the shape of the pictures to the #2“ (kanji) characters. 
B AMX 2 T (ganbatte) — good luck! 


1) 2) » or 
eee ap oe 
gold wood forest 
5) 
ia ys > 7 
mountain stone water 


10) 11) a, 12) 
M/' 56a 
Ae tA FE 


bamboo ground river ricc field 


UNIT 1 3 
AF (kanji) 

ath by ojo & DH oF HK 
Sven. i ee jp ky Et |) A 


Check your answers at the back of the book then look again at the 
pictures and see if you can envisage how the pictures became the 
standardised 4% (kanji) which are used today. 


fAi— (kaisetsu - ichi) Explanation 1 


Look at the following artist’s impression of the sequence of progressive 
changes, from standardised #2 (kanji) character back to original picture. 


WA (kanji) #2 (e) HEA (eigo) 
Character Picture English 


ily uy > uh > ito ah mountain 


Ju es | 4 Wy river 
= Bw B = WEA mate fR\. gold/money 
FA Bo Gi rice field 


in AT > pS > mM il bamboo 
K i ‘VY Sef Sy fire 
7K ye ae Gp) tree 
tk th > +h > fi ae 
cs h =. -, By forest 


aK mK ak eae aS a te water 


o~7|~ 


ae Ee 312 = es ground 
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TES (kanji) #2 (e) Yea (cigo) 
Character _ Picture English 
val hw2ilo> Jb stone 

A Ae ee oe moon 

H p- O07 Or © ae 


Did you notice how two trees are used to represent a wood and three trees 
a forest? You will learn more about this type of aay (Kanji) in Unit 2. 


7] H4— (renshu - ichi) Activity 1 


How well can you remember the #25 (kanji) and meanings you have 
learnt so far? Test yourself by linking each #24 (kanji) with its English 
meaning. The first one is done for you. 


1) Wy a) water ( 

2) 4 b) moon) 
3) c) earth( ‘ 
EW d) river{ «> 

5) & Eyre ire ( 

6) 7K f) forest 

qh) |e g) fire ( 

8) HK h) stone 4 
9) Jil i) sun, 

OV Se j) mountain 
Liye k) rice field 
12) FR 1) bamboc  : 
ioe m) wood /¢ 

14) n) gold ( 


Mi®— (kaisetsu - ni) Explanation 2 
Look at the #2 (kanji) that follow and remind yourself of their meanings: 
A. AL RR 2K. AK. 4. = sun, moon, fire, water, tree, gold, earth 
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These 42 (kanji) are also used to represent the first part of the words 
for the days of the week. H1 is the first part of Sunday, J is the first part 
of Monday and so forth. Here are some tips to help you remember which 
YF (kanji) represents which day of the week. The first two are easy! 


H Sun > SUNday. 

AA Moon ~ MOONday or Monday as it has become in English. 

1k. Fire also represents Tuesday. In English, Tuesday derives from the 
word Tiw who was the Norse god of war. If you connect the ideas of 
war and fire in your mind then you will remember that FIREday is 
Tuesday! 

7K Water also represents Wednesday — easy to remember because both 
start with ‘W’! 

AK Tree also represents Thursday — both start with ‘T’ (but do not 
confuse with Tuesday). 

4 Gold/money also represents Friday — Friday is often payday! 

ct. Earth/soil and Saturday. This is the beginning of the weekend and a 
good day for working in the garden! 


HY — (rensha - ni) Activity 2 


Link the i (kanji) in the left column with the corresponding day of 
the week in the right. , 


1) a) Monday ¢ ) 
mye! b) Tuesday ( 
2) ar c) Wednesday ( ) 
4) 7K d) Thursday ( 
Sy e) Friday ( 

6) f) Saturday, ) 
7) 7K g) Sunday ( 


ite) ~=(yomu renshi) Reading practice 


Throughout the book, this section will give you opportunities to put into 
practice and further develop your reading of YF you have learnt. 

The #54 (kanji) in Activity 2 represent the first part of the words for 
the days of the week. In fact, the days of the week are written using three 
ey (kanji) characters. The other two are #2 H and they represent day. 
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You already know H and have learnt that it can mean day. HE represents 
the concept of weekday but simply remember them as together representing 
the day part of Monday, Tuesday, etc. 


This is what the complete words for the days of the week look like in 


BEF (kanji): 


HEA + Sunday 
AA Monday 
ke Tuesday 

7K We A Wednesday 
7x A Thursday 
40H Friday 
+. A Saturday 


When two or more ¥254 (Kanji) are combined in this way to produce 
new words and meanings, they are called #48 (jukugo) or compound 
words. You will learn more about these in Unit 2. 


By the way, you will often see the days of the week written with the first 
YF (kanji) only, for example, on calendars and diary sheets. This is like 
writing ‘Mon, Tues, Wed’ in English. 


FY = (renshu - san) Activity 3 


The following is part of a music events column from a teenage magazine. 
Notice that the groups and events are written partly in English script. It is 
highly fashionable in the Japanese music world (and not only there) for 
group names and song titles to be written in English. The effect of the 
script is often far more important than the meaning of the words. (Rancid 
Japan Tour and Michelle Gun Elephant from the extract are just two 
examples of this!) 

The day of the week on which each of the events will take place is 
written in brackets next to the date (1 3th-30th). Notice that only the first 
YF (kanji) for each of the days of the week is written. Now have a go 
at answering the questions that follow the text. 


@ ROTTEN ORANGE TOUR @8i 8875797 | D@# a AE") ¥ 3, 000-24 


43 (2k) | 83.5000 Fy 22. 1 CDF) @RsRI/OPENIT : 00- STARTS : OD@HR/GARLIC BOYS, 
YELLOW MACHINGUN, 5-7 7J/Xtt, @SMASH WEST#N06-361-0313 


RANCID JAPAN TOUR 1999 @'8af/#3& BLITZ@H2/¥ 5. 800@ 85M /OPE 


15 (4) N17! 00-STARTI8 | O0@ 7/44 "LIFE WON'T WAIT; £81518 TO'YF—. 16 23 24 
| ALBLITZCI1 FR PSL, OTA F 4 Fv -TE03-5466-0777 


UNIT 1 aaah 


THE MICHELLE GUN ELEPHANT "WORLD PCHYCO BLUES 

17 TOUR “ALL STANDING’ MAXIMUM/’", esa Awe? )—7@H2/ 
(8), x4 , 200@84f/OPEN16 : 00-START18 : 00O@ Pts. reps “TNA, AAAS yy x 
MEEDAI YT 4D IP—, OF 1 APN L-—20303-5436-9600 


DOWN BEAT @ ‘Shi /eastiYELLOW@#H4/¥ 2,500(7 5-4 V—-152T¥ 2, 000-SI= 2 


19 (4) | £2274) e885 /0PEN-STARTZ1 : DO@HLR/DJ KEN BO. KOYA, ATSUSHIES@ HIP 
HOP{~<> be @YELLOWZ03-3479-0690 


Lauryn Hill JAPAN TOUR @¢sar/aeueiin@rte/S : ¥7,000-A : ¥ 6.0008 


21 (AR) | BHB/START19 - 00@V OFLA ATEAPTAE y b PORCH) OF 47, 22. 3A & 
| 27H"), OF k-BRBHPTI-3402-5999 
ZEPPET STORE ‘COMING UP ROSES TOUR'98, @'#ai/xacLU 


QA A) | 8 QUATTROSEE/¥ 3, 2008857 /OPEN18 : 00-STARTI9 : OO@MAELT NT 2-2 
Zt 'ROSE) ASHBOZEPPET STOREDYP—, BY ty 2AT—LTOKY 0A03-3357-8080 


Breath "3 + ARID 4 7s  @lBh/etL a 17 + OF MHI /OPENIB : 
DP (Bz) | 3-STARTIO: 000\— 55-4 Tain YK. Breathh Ries AMEND 17a Sehe, 
WHEE 4-74 A—Y 3 -803-5467-25444 Tol Bbt Th Th, 


WORLD CONNECTION “KOOL” @ Aiea YELLOW@ HE /¥ 3,000 (7 
QS (4), 20S CH 2, 500-38 2 E> 24F)@RERI/OPEN- START21 : OO@HER/DJ: KO KIM 
URA, FUJIMOTO VJ > E -MAIL@9YELLOW7203-3479 -0690 


On which day of the week do the following events take place? 


1) Rotten Orange Tour 

2) Down Beat 

3) The Michelle Gun Flevhant .. . Tour 
4) Rancid Japan Tour : 

5) World Connection ‘Kool’. 


How many events are taking place on: 


6) a Friday 

7) a Saturday 

8) a Thursday? 

9) Which day of the week is not represented in the events extract? mon 


a << BH  (kaku renshi - ichi) 
Writing practice 1 


This section will introduce you to some simple rules for writing Bi“ 
(Kanji). You will learn some further rules in Unit 2 and will then practise 
writing some of the #25 (kanji) you have learnt. 


The rules for writing Pi (kanji) are very precise and Japanese children 
spend many hours of their school life learning and practising the correct 
order for writing each ay (Kanji). (In a similar way, we learn how to 
write the letters of the alphabet correctly at school). Each single part of a 
YF, (kanji) is called a stroke and the order in which #257 (kanji) are 
written is called #f & MH (kakijun) or stroke order. 
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The Japanese use squared paper when they are learning how to write 
because it helps to ensure that YF (kanji) are all the same size and are 
balanced correctly. If you can, use large squared graph paper which is 
subdivided into four smaller squares during the initial stages of learning 
to write. This will help you to balance left and right, and top and bottom 
of each SF (kanji). Alternatively you could use graph paper and have 
four smaller squares making up one larger square. The YF (kanji) 
taught in the earlier units will also have an example written in this type of 
square so that you can copy exactly from the book. Once you feel confident, 
you can use clear squares or use smaller squared paper/graph paper for 
practising and perfecting your technique. 


Here are some simple rules to get you started and examples to copy. 
Rule 1: Horizontal #* (kanji) strokes are written from left to right. 


Bil (rei) Example: three 


Rule 2: Vertical 2 (Kanji) strokes are written from top to bottom. 


fi (rei) Example: river 


Rule 3: Where the (Kanji) character has an intersecting horizontal 
and vertical stroke, the starting stroke is usually the horizontal one (but 
there are some exceptions). 


Bil (rei) Example: earth 


Notice you work downwards; the final stroke is the bottom horizontal one. 
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Rule 4: A lefthand diagonal line is written before a righthand diagonal 
line. 


il (rei) Example: tree 


ZAVAN= [tt 


Rule 5: Here is a square EF (kanji). 


Cia |e} 


Rule 6: When the square contains other strokes within it, you fill in this 
part before writing the bottom line of the square. 


il (rei) Example: sun 


Using these six rules, you have learnt to write the following EEF (kanji) 
in this section: 


Sa ||isey as Bl, 


(three, river, earth, tree, sun, stone) 
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Now see if you can write them on square paper in the correct order from 
memory (refer back to the rules to check when you have finished). 


As a final note in this section, although it is important to understand and 
apply the basic rules for writing YF (kanji), there are some aspects of 
stroke order which do not fall easily into rules and so you also need to 
learn and practise the stroke order for each YF (kanji) character. Do 
not be daunted by this, however, because ‘practice makes perfect’ and if 
you write Lea (Kanji) over and over again and concentrate on the 
correct stroke order you will begin to develop a feel for the order in 
which they are written. You will also begin to develop your own way of 
remembering and to apply this to writing more complicated BAF (kanji). 
In the meantime, you will be given lots of help and advice in the writing 
sections of this book, and the unit summaries at the back of the book give 
the stroke order for the main Wi (kanji) taught in each unit. 


#0IC (owari ni) Conclusion 


This section in each unit will summarise the main aspects of the unit. In 
addition, Units 2, 4, 6 and 8 contain a test so that you can evaluate how 
well you have remembered the Ay (Kanji) you have learnt up to that 
point. In this unit you have learnt 14 vi eas (kanji), seven compound 
words (days of the week) and six basic rules for writing Pe eae (kanji). 


The following terms and sub-headings have been used in this unit: 


ik dai ikka Unit 1 
(kU Ble hajime ni Introduction 
ay kanji Kanji (Chinese characters) 


mA C aA ¥UL£9 yonde mimashd Let’s have a go at reading 


jaa) kaisetsu Explanation 

cay renshii Activity/practice 

ste = : : 

DLS Me yomu renshit Reading practice 

(RE kaku renshi Writing practice 
rei Example 

KEY ic owari ni Conclusion 


The English meanings of these words and phrases will not be given again in 
future units in order to help you to build up your #25 (Kanji) recognition 
skills but you can refer back to this list if you need to jog your memory! 
However, any key words or terms will be given at the beginning of the unit. 


$3 Dai nika 
UNIT 2 


In this unit you will 


e add some new #27 to the 14 you have learnt already 
e jearn the Japanese pronunciation of these ay 

e apply your learning to real reading situations 

e learn more about writing Japanese script 


Key word: 


YA Kanji 


(kUMIZ Hajime ni 


1) Can you remember the meanings of the 45 you were introduced to 
in Unit 1? You can see them in the following list, so test yourself and 
check back to Unit 1 if there are any you are unsure about. 


Wl A A+ h me KK A ee KK A 


2) Can you remember which ri eee represents which day of the week? 
They are listed below in their full form. Remember it is the first 
YF which tells you which day of the week it is. 


AWA AREA RRA ARRRA KMRA OKRA “eM 


Again, check back to Unit | if you are unsure of any them. 


mi/vy CBEULED = Yonde mimasho 


In this section, as with Unit 1, you will be introduced to some new ay 
through the pictures of natural objects that they are derived from. Most of 
the 47 introduced in this unit are associated with the human body. Try 
matching the pictures with the YF (a-l) that follow them. In two cases 
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(eye and car/vehicle) you may need to imagine the pictures turned on 
their side to ae them. 


9) 


woman mouth 
9) get 12) 
hand re car/vehicle person 


a) El eb) Echuca d) 2 chet =o 
at nF DA pH HOB ff 


f#i3i— Kaisetsu 1 


An artist’s impression of the changes from standardised #25 back to 
picture follows. Check your answers to the previous activity with this 
sequence. 


v7 ee i (e) Sean (eigo) 
Picture English 


1 re K>K eK AR person 
K re ee caret woman 
a 
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ee Ke: (e) Hun (eigo) 
Picture English 

3 | 8 B> § > M&> ®& eye 

eH F Fro > Bm ear 

H oo u70-0-9Q0 mouth 

3p Fr E r+ KrG hand 

it E> kh > BFP fot 

WA power/strength 


Fi 


Ra) —* BD =. ES ae 1 horse 
a a? 6 es +do+ mere over cart/vehicle/car 


iad ial iin ard Pq + BS > BS gate 


In this set of new #2 there is an example of an abstract noun, JJ 
(power/strength), being portrayed in picture form through the image of 
the muscles in the arm. Another point of interest is that Hf originally 
developed from the picture of a cart which would have been the type of 
transport or vehicle used when #2‘ were first developed. In modern 
times it has taken on the meaning of car. 


HY build up 


This section in this unit and throughout the book will introduce you to 
new #24 and new words based on the Ha you have learnt so far. 


Complex (‘¥ 


The pictorial °F that you have been introduced to so far not only have 
meanings in themselves but are also used as parts or components of PL cea 
that are more complex. You actually learnt two of these more complex 


Sa 
Si 
¥ 
we 
" 
Ss 
4 


& 
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YF in Unit 1. They were #K (wood) and %® (forest). Both are created 
from AK (tree) — two trees represent a wood, three trees a forest. Here are 
four more #£“ built from simpler ones which you have learnt already. 
The meanings of the components are incorporated into these complex 
YF forms. Notice that the simpler 44 when used as components of 
more complex #5 may change their shape slightly or appear ‘squashed’. 


38 (man). This is made from the components [FH (rice field) and ve) 
(power). In other words, the man uses his power to work in the rice fields. 


MF (like, love). This is a combination of & (woman) and ¥- (child). The 
abstract idea of love is expressed through the love between women and 
children. 


HY (bright). This is a combination of H (sun) and H (moon). The sun 
and moon shining together would create a very bright light. 


AK (root, origin). 7K (tree) with a horizontal line through the ‘trunk’ 
indicatcs the root of the tree. 


Unit 4 will look at these complex ¥% in more detail but you can sec 
from these examples that a knowledge of the simpler YF can also help 
you to decipher the more complex ones. 


AGt (Jukugo) Wi‘ Compounds 


The four 224% you have Just been introduced to are created by combining 
simpler #2 to form one complex 4%. Another way in which fi 
are used to create new meanings is by forming words from two or more 
separate Hi. You have already been introduced to this idea through the 
days of the week. Three separate #857 are used to make up each day. For 
example, H #2 means Monday. Here are some more examples: 


AFA means population (‘people’s mouths’ = number of mouths to feed) 

i 7] means horse power 

XF means girl (‘woman child’) 

(Notice that these are two separate SF, unlike &f (complex 2) 

which means love/like.) 

H AS means Japan (‘sun’s root’ describes Japan as the place east of 
China where the sun rises. This is where the term ‘land of the 
rising sun’ comes from.) ' 


To summarise the two points in this section: #45 can join together and 
form one #27 (for example, 4) or they can form compounds of two or 


more #45 (for example, AF). 
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#4— Renshiu 1 


Some compound words made up of two or three #5 follow. Can you 
work out their meanings? (You may want to look back at the BF you 
have learnt so far in Units 1 and 2 and refresh your memory before trying 
this activity.) 


a) KA ) BF oHKA ag BH BQ AD 
f) AAH 9) KKH shy ‘AKI i) FIO jy) AB 


Once you have thought about the possible meanings of these words, look 
at the list of English meanings that follows and decide which best fits 
each W‘# before you check the answers at the back of the book. 


1) volcano 2) boy 3) Japanese person 
4) carriage 5) in the public eye 6) water power 
7) gateway 8) manpower 


9) a rickshaw (man-pulled carriage) 
10) a paddy field (a field flooded with water for wet rice growing) 


fixi—. Kaisetsu 2 


You will have noticed that sometimes the meanings are a direct 
‘translation’ of the separate #4 into their new meaning. For example, 
4k. uy (‘fire mountain’ or volcano). In other cases you need to think more 
laterally or abstractly. For example, A A (in the public eye). However, 
once you know what the meanings are they are easy to remember because 
the pictorial YF act as a visual jog to the memory. And words are 
created in a very logical fashion. For example, AFI means literally 
‘human-powered vehicle’ and that is what a rickshaw is as the following 
illustration shows. 
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In fact, the word ‘rickshaw’ is a corruption of the Japanese word ‘jin-riki- 
sha’. In English, ‘jin’ (person) has been droppcd and the other two words 
(power, vehicle) have had their pronunciation ‘anglicised’. Try saying the 
Japanese ‘rikisha’ and you’ll see what I mean! 


§ii (Fukushu) Review 


Before continuing any further, here is an activity to help you revicw the 
single #7 learnt so far in this unit. 

Match the following #2‘ with their English meanings from the selection 
in the box. Then try the activity in reverse by taking the English meanings 
from the box first. 


eH He kW, Et. 2 Ee 


» 


vehicle man eye root person bright 


ear foot woman gate hand child 
mouth like horse power 


If there are any of these characters that you are not sure about, look back 
through the unit and check your answers. 


aol Y= =Yomu renshi 


The way in which dates are written in Japanese is interesting. You were 
introduced to the B27 for moon H and sun FA in Unit | and you also 
learnt that these #77 have the connected meanings of day H and month 
AA — so let us look at how this works in practice. This is how a typical 
Japanese calendar looks for the month of January: 
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a) is the month written in numerals and B47. Japanese months do 
not have a name as such, so they are assigned a number from | to 12. 
Therefore, 6A is June (the sixth month), 144 is January (the first month) 
and 12H is December. 


b) are the #5 for the days of the week (as you learnt in Unit 1). They 
are shortened in this case to just the first Gi47 of the three which you 
learnt (for example, 7X = Wednesday) because this is all that is 
needed to identify each day of the week. (This is rather like writing Tues, 
Wed, etc. in English.) 


c) are the days of the month. Each number is followed by H (similarly 
in English we follow the dates with st, nd, rd or th. For example, Ist, 7th). 


*) #Y— Rensha 2 


Using the calendar and information just given, try answering the following 
questions. 


1) On which day of the week is a) Ist b) 4th c) 9th d) 14th? 


2) How many days in the month fall on a Wednesday and what are 
they? 

3) On which day of the week will 115) fall? 

(Note that Japanese dates are written in the order: month then date.) 


7) Y= Rensha 3 


On the next page is a calendar from a Japanese travel brochure. Look at 
it and answer questions 1-4. 


1) What are the starting and finishing months on this calendar? 
2) In which months do the following happen: 


a) the 2nd is a Tuesday b) the 24th is a Monday 
c) the 6th is a Friday? 


3) On what day of the week is: 


a) May Sth b) October 26th c) February 18th 
d) August 21st e) December 25th? 
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3/14/15] [1415/16/17] 


Fal 
6 | 


SM 
Fa 
a 
RM 
a 
5 


4 


16 |7 1819 H1ol11/1 


NS 


4) On what days of the week do these Japanese festivals fall: 


a) Girls’ Day (March 3rd) 


b) New Year’s Day 


c) Tanabata (Star Festival, July 7th) 


d) Golden Week (29th Apnl—Sth May) 


s Birthday (December 23rd)? 


> 


e) Emperor 


Fr) se PG Renshi 4 


Convert the following random dates into English as in the examples. 


day. 


date, 


Remember the Japanese order: month, 


Bi) Rei (1) 8H30 VX) = Tuesday 3rd August (order: August 3rd 


Tuesday) 


Bil Rei (2) 10H26H (4) = Friday 26th October 


Zs 
Imm 
i) 
mo 
uw 
oe 


b) 112048 (A) 
e) 122548 (k) 


a= 
anand 
Asp =) 
| oe | 
IR mm 
NO 
at 
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RYORAIT WF Readings 


(Kanji no yomikata) 


This section will teach you about reading #2 in Japanese. As suggested 
in the introduction, if you wish to focus on just understanding the meaning 
of #5 then you can miss these sections out throughout the book or 
come back to them later. 


1) Mic (kunyomi) and Fit (onyomi) 


In the introduction you learnt that there are two ways of reading 
72 in Japanese, the kunyomi (Wl#t*) or Japanese reading and the 
onyomi (#4 HLA) or Chinese reading. The onyomi has developed from the 
original Chinese pronunciation but over the centuries it has been adapted 
to and become part of the Japanese language. The kunyomi is the native 
Japanese word. 


For example, Ji] (river) can be pronounced SEN (onyomi) and kawa 
(kunyomi). Kawa was the Japanese word for river and so when 4% were 
introduced from China this word was linked to the #5 character JII. 


By the way, notice that kawa (the kunyomi) when written in romaji 
(romanised script or alphabet) is written in lower case and SEN (the 
onyomi) in upper case. This system is used in many #4 workbooks and 
dictionaries and is also followed in this book. 


2) Rules for using kunyomi and onyomi 


As a general rule, the Aunyomi is used for single YF words whereas the 
onyomi is used for compound 22 words of two or more #5. Here is 
an illustration of this. 


a) Single wa words 
(person) is pronounced hito (kunyomi) 
KJ (mouth) is pronounced kuchi (kunyomi) 


b) Compound YF words 
The above # make up the compound word A.A (population) 
which is pronounced JINKO. 
JIN and KO are the onyomi of A and H respectively. 


There will be further examples and the opportunity to practise new 
information and rules as you progress through the book so do not worry 
if you have understood only some of the details so far. There are exceptions 
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to the rules about when to use kunyomi and onyomi but these will be 
pointed out to you when necessary and explained, and there will be lots 
of reinforcement activities too. 


YT Renshu 5 


In this unit you are going to concentrate on the kunyomi (Japanese reading) 
only. In the following list are the #‘% you learnt in Unit 1 with their 
kunyomi and a guide to how to pronounce these readings. Look over these 
and practise saying them. Then see how well you can remember them by 
covering up the kunyomi column, looking at the #247 and saying them 
from memory. 


a Meaning Kunyomi Pronunciation 

iy mountain yama ya-ma (a of mat) 

Ju river kawa ka-wa (a of mat) 

4 gold/money kane ka-ne (a of mat, e of end) 

| rice field ta ta (a of mat) 

Vf bamboo take ta-ke (a of mat, e of end) 

K fire hi (i of hit) 

7K tree ki (i of hit) 

ik wood hayashi ha-ya-shi (a of mat, i of hit) 

FR forest mori mo-ri (o of hot, 1 of hit) 

IK water mizu mi-zu (i of hit, u of blue) 

le, ground, earth tsuchi tsu-chi (tsu is one syllable, 
chi of chin) 

A stone ishi i-shi (i of hit) 

A moon tsuki tsu-ki (tsu is one syllable, i of hit) 

H sun hi (i of hit) 


EYVF (hinto) Hints: Pronunciation 


There are five vowel sounds in Japanese. These are a, 1, u, e and o. 
They are always pronounced in the same way. A general guide to their 
pronunciation can be seen in the list just given and can be summarised as 
follows: 


a as in mat i as in hit w as in blue e as in end o as in hot 
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These vowels are attached to consonants to make new sounds but remember, 
the pronunciation of each vowel remains constant. The sound fsz is an 
unfamiliar one in English — it is one beat or syllable, ‘squash’ the ¢ and s 
together as you say it. 


You may have noticed that the readings of K fire and H day are the 
same — they are both pronounced hi. There are many examples of 
Japanese words which have the same pronunciation but are written with 
different 3. The difference in meaning can be understood from reading 
the #5 or from the context. There are many examples in English, too, 
of words which are pronounced in the same way but which have different 
meanings. These differences in meaning are indicated by the spelling or 
the context or both. 


¥] YA «=Renshi 6 


How well can you remember the kunyomi reading and pronunciation of 
each 25? You may want to look back at the readings on the previous 
list and practise saying them out aloud — looking at the $& as you do 
so — before trying the following activity. 


i) Tick the correct #4: 


1) ta a) 47 b) c) JIl 
2) mori a) b) c) 
3) ishi a) & b) 4 ©) Be 
4) kawa a) JI b) Uy c) 7K 
5) ki a) A b) k c) A 
ii) This time tick the correct kunyomi: 

De a) kane b) kawa c) ki 
a) 6 a) ta b) hayashi —_c) take 
ayn a) tsuchi b) tsuki c) ishi 
4) a) hayashi b) ki c) mori 
SN a) mori b) kawa c) mizu 


iil) Now you are going to test your understanding of the three aspects 
of 4 you have learnt — the 4 itself, the kunyomi and the meaning 
in English. You will link these three aspects by choosing one from each 
of two categories (a—c and I-11) to match the first item as in the examples: 
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il Reil ta a) A b) A c) FAY 
i) rice field ii) moon iil) gold 
Pil Rei2 FA a) tsukiv b) tsuchi sc) hi 
i) day ii) moony iii) earth 
1) fire a) 7K b) AK c) K 
i) ki il) hi ill) mizu 
2) a) mori b) hayashi c) ishi 
i) wood ll) tree iil) forest 
3) yama__a) Jil b) TF c) 
i) mountain li) river ili) wood 
4) gold a) A b) 4& c) K 
i) kawa ii) kane ill) mori 
5) Hf a) wood b) bamboo c) river 
i) take iil) tsuki iil) tsuchi 
6) mizu a) water b) moon c) forest 
i) k ii) AK iii) 7K 
7) stone a) FA b) 41 ej 8 
i) ishi il) tsuchi i) ki 
8) a) sun b) moon c) earth 
i) tsuchi li) tsuki ili) ishi 
9) kawa a) JI b) 7K c) 
i) bamboo ii) gold lil) river 
10) $k a) wood b) forest c) tree 
1) mori il) hayashi i) ki 


$7 Renshu 7 


The following activity gives you the opportunity to use the kunyomi for 
#2 learnt so far in a real reading situation. Japanese surnames are made 
up of either single 22‘ or two or three compounded together. The #2 
used in surnames are often fairly simple ones including some of thosc 
you have learnt in Units 1 and 2. Although #4“ used in surnames have 
literal meanings (for example, the surname Vr ly (Takeyama) literally 
means ‘bamboo mountain’), the Japanese do not think of them in this way. 
Many English surnames also have literal meanings (for example, Rivers, 
Hill, Robinson) but again, they are known as names not meanings. 
When saying Japanese surnames you use the kunyomi. You l|carnt at the 
beginning of this section that in general the onyomi is used for compound 
EAS words. However, names are an exception to this rule. 
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Can you say these common surnames in Japanese: 


a) +k b) #RHT sc) FRU) JN 
e) Wi =f) g AH by Gill 


For the following surnames (i-m), FH is pronounced ‘da’ instead of ‘ta’ 
How do you say these names? 


)4H p)ywtH why AH pw m JI 


a < OY — Kaku renshi 2 


In Unit | you learnt some basic rules for writing EF. Now you are 
going to revise these rules with some new # you have learnt 
in this unit. You will learn some further rules and, once you are familiar 
with these, you will have a go at writing #27 in the correct order. 


Rules 1—3: You learnt in Unit | that you write from left to nght and from 
top to bottom. Usually, where two lines intersect, the highest horizontal 
line 1s written before the vertical line, and then you work downwards. 
For example, ‘hand’. Note: the short top stroke is written from nght to 
left. 


Rule 4: Diagonal lines follow the same rule of writing the left diagonal 
before the right. For example, ‘person’. 


Rule 5: You also learnt in Unit | how to write a square. This is how 
‘mouth’ is written (notice that the shape is different from the square). 


24 BEGINNER’S JAPANESE SCRIPT 


Rule 6: When there is a middle part to the square, you write the bottom 
line last. For example, ‘eye’. 


| [njalela 


And ‘rice field’ (but notice this is an exception to Rule 3 because 
the vertical intersecting line inside the square is written before the 
horizontal). \ 


(| (opo}ale 


Here are two further rules. 

Rule 7: Where a 2 has a distinct left and right part, the left section is 
written before the right and where it has a distinct top and bottom part, 
the top section is written first. For example, ‘wood’. 


Ky 
it pA 


Note that the left section is smaller than the right. 
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And ‘forest’ is similar. 


SMa 


You combine Rules 5, 6 and 7 to write ‘gate’. 


ppc lr4 


Rule 8: Where a #2‘ is symmetrical with a central ‘axis’, you write the 
‘axis’ first followed by the left side and then the right side. For example, 
‘water’. 
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HY) = Rensha 8 


Can you write the following YF applying the rules you have been 
introduced to so far? Remember to use squared paper to achieve the right 
balance and proportions. 


Rules 1-4: 

JII (river) = (three) FA} (power) AX (person) 

Rules 5 and 6: 

H (sun) A (moon) FH (rice field — exception to Rule 3) 

Rule 7: 

#K (wood) V7 (bamboo) 

Rule 8: 

/J. (small — Unit 6) 7K (water) Ul] (mountain) 

You can check your answers by looking back through the writing sections 
of units 1 and 2. For JJ, A, ¥¥ look up their stroke order in the unit-by- 
unit 4% charts at the back of this book. Then use the writing sections 
and charts for Units |. and 2 to practise writing all the 4 you have 
learnt so far. The rules given in these two units will give you general 
guidance in most cases but they are not exhaustive so pay attention to the 


stroke order for individual 4 and remember that there are exceptions 
to rules. 


42012 Owari ni 


In this unit you have been introduced to 16 new single #2 as well as 14 
compound #2 words and 13 Japanese surnames. You have also learnt 
to read dates and have been introduced to the readings of some #247. 
And you have reviewed writing rules and learnt two new ones. 


The following new terms and sub-headings have been used in this unit: 


ANG Jukugo Compound Kanji words 
iY fukushii Review 
BESO eA TT kanji no yomikata Kanji readings 

wllinc A kunyomi Japanese reading 
Erte onyomi Chinese reading 


kEYh hinto Hint, tip 
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FAk (tesuto) Test 

This section is designed to test how well you have remembered what you 
have learnt in Units 1 and 2. 

1) The #85 below are grouped by theme. Which is the odd one out? 
a) Parts of the body: AH. 2. HB. FL H- 

b) Days of the week: H. -h. kK. 7K. AL 

c) People and animals: 3, fF. HW. BH. &K 

d) Abstract ideas: #F, 4&, HH, W 

2) What do these compound YF words mean? ((f) is a new word): 
aAH pAK okF AMO OHA fy BX 


3) Match these dates to the festivals and holidays on the nght: 


ay 12254 i) April Fool’s Day 

b) 1H1H ii) Christmas Day 

c) 7H4H iii) Hallowe’en (October 31st) 

d) 3H21H iv) May Day (May Ist) 

e) 4H1H v) Spring Equinox (March 21st) 

f) 10H314H vi) New Year’s Day 

g) 5H1IA vii) American Independence Day (July 4th) 


4) Can you say these Japanese surnames? (* indicates a change in 
pronunciation from fa to da): 


a) WWFA* ob) uy = c) FRAT dd) Ree) FFB 
5) Can you write the following YF in the correct stroke order? 


Sem er Ace Ul 


33 — 2 Dai sanka 
UNIT 3 


In this unit you will 


e learn to read numbers in Japanese 
e use these numbers in real reading situations 
e practise writing & 


tLUMIZ Hajime ni 


In Unit 2 you learnt how to read dates. You are now going to review this 
by reading the following dates. Choose the English equivalent from the 
selection below the dates. (Remember that the order in Japanese is 
month, date, day.) 


a) 421A (KX) »b) 1150 (4) — c) 91048 Ck) 
i) Wednesday 21 April iii) Tuesday 21 April 
ii) Wednesday 10 September iv) Saturday 5 November 


If you are still unsure about reading dates then look back at the section on 
dates in Unit 2 to refresh your memory. 


w/v CAKULED Yonde mimashd 


Two systems of numbering have already been used in this book. One 
of these is the Arabic number system (1, 2, 3...). This system is 
internationally recognised and is used widely in Japan. However, every 
language has its own words when counting (English: one, two, three... ; 
French: un, deux, trois . . . etc.). In Japanese there are G47 which represent 
the words for numbers. They have been used alongside Arabic numbers 
in this book to number activities and explanations. These are the (A 
numbers 1—10: 


eee ees. L /\, ia 
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The following section gives some tips for memorising these #4 and 
you may already have thought of some. First, though, a word on how 
they developed. These #7 represent abstract concepts and so instead of 
developing from pictures, they are made up of a series of points and lines. 
You have learnt one other abstract YE so far — JJ (power/strength). 
This looks similar to the #247 for ‘nine’ JL so look carefully at the 
difference. There is also a picture to help you remember the difference: 
you bend your arm inwards to flex your muscle (7J); Jt has a Q-shape. 
Now look at the pictures. 


Be Te a, 


Wiwt— Kaisetsu 1 


Here are some tips for remembering the 4 for numbers: 


. —. = (I, 2, 3) are easy as you have probably noticed — ‘one line, 
two lines, three lines’ 
YY is a four-sided square and so is easy to relate to the number 4. 
. When you look at this #2, you can trace the arabic number 5 in it. 
Try it! 
ZS The number 6 in Japanese is pronunced ‘roku’ — not unlike the English 
word ‘rocket’! With a little imagination, you should see a rocket taking 


off in this 227! 


—— 


Ms 


9 


+E If you turn this Ay upside-down, a continental number 7 emerges. 


we Ae = + 


J\. The Arabic number 8 turned on its side is also the mathematical 
symbol for infinity. Imagine that the #7 is a road leading into the 
distance and on into infinity! 


30 BEGINNER’S JAPANESE SCRIPT 


Ju With a lot of imagination this looks like a combination of the ay 
for 8 and for 1, and of course 8+ 1 = 9. 

++ The Roman numeral for 10 is X. This looks like the #F tilted to 
one side. 


You may find your own ways of remembering these and other wes. 
I find that it really helps to try to associate a new YF with an idea 
or picture in your mind (and you will be learning more about this in 
future units). Once you have begun to remember new YA you will 
probably not need to refer to these ideas again but they can really help 
at first. 


#4— Renshu 1 


1) Match the sequence of 4“ numbers on the left with their equivalent 
sequences on the right: 


Amo =. Py 1) 3.9, 9 
Dy ee eee i 4 Gn8 
a ee, ii) 28192 10 
eye Jk iv) 1, 2, 3,4 
eee we Dil, eon F 
fy) a ean vi) 10, 9, 8,7 


2) The following sequence of numbers 1-10 is out of order. Point at each 
of these 424% numbers in sequence then look back to the section above 
to check that you are correct: 


ete Ji = a A 


3) The odd one out. The following sequences of #4 numbers all have 
one number missing when matched with the Arabic numbers on the right. 
Which number is it? 


aN ee ee 1.2) eG 
ib) omer = 10,8. G42 
ey PY. Ny Ga IN Ae Ss 6.90 8 

jy a ees ar 24.6.8 10 
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WF build up (1); Numbers 11-99 


These are easy to read because they are logically made from combinations 
of the #47 numbers 1-10. It is not neccessary to write them all out for 
you, but here are the numbers 1 1—21 (in sequence) to give you an idea of 
how it works. 


4—, $2, +5, 4, +H, +A, +4. TAL HH, 
ie 

Can you see the pattern? The numbers | 1-19 are made up of 10 plus the 
relevant unit: 


Te =104N= 11; fo=10+2=12 


20 is made up of a 2 in front of a 10: =. Remember the order like this: 
2 x 10 (= 20). You then add the relevant unit to make 21, 22, 23, and so on: 


ef => x10 t= 21 
SFE =? 4 1042=22 
Ba = < 10 3 = 23 


4 Renshu 2 


1) The numbers 20, 30, 40, 50, 60, 70, 80, 90 follow in sequence. Look 
at them and make sure you can recognise them before moving on to the 
next activity. 


aero ae. 7\ 1 .. Cb ae Jha 


2) Now the same sequence has been jumbled up. Return the numbers to 
the original sequence by pointing at each in turn. Then check with the 
above sequence to see if you are right. 


Pos UVa eevee Ee ai pai ee =a ar 


3) How are you getting on so far? Remember you can always look back 
to earlier sections if you need to refresh your memory. Next you are going 
to practise reading the sequence of numbers from 21—30. This time they 
have already been jumbled up. Can you put them in the correct sequence? 


ee Ik bl SO eyed = tc) = 
(ait. 2) = El Ee th ace 


Now check your answers at the back of the book. 
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4) Finally, in this section you are going to pull together everything you 
have learnt so far about numbers and have a go at reading a random 
selection of numbers between | and 99! Try writing down your answers 
in arabic numbers and then checking them at the back of the book. #* A. 
(t 2 T (ganbatte) Good Luck! 


a) Ju b) 7S c) t d) +t e) tt 
ied ¢) =e iy shia ual i) [ia 
beat] ) SF= m APY Ati oy ieee 
Det ee) Jb To 


How did you get on? You might find that this is a good place to take a 
break and digest what you have learnt so far before moving on to the next 
section. 


i+ build up (2); Five new Yi 
100 +1000 4% 10,000 FJ yen (Japanese currency) 4. year 


Here are some visual clues and ideas to help you associate each wey 
with its meaning: 


i (100) ‘Turned on its side the #2 looks like this: NO —> KOO 
You can trace the numerals 100 in this. 

F (1000) This looks like the #25 for ten (+) but with an extra part 
on the top in the same way that 1000 looks like 10 but with 
2 extra zeros! 

77 (10,000) In the Western counting system we count in thousands until 
we reach one million. The Japanese system of counting 
is slightly different. Instead of saying ten thousand, there is 
an extra word to represent this amount. Hence the way 
symbol 7. If you look carefully at this, you can see a leaning 
‘T’ on the left and, ignoring the line at the top, you can also 
make out the shape of an ‘h’. Using a little twisted logic (!) 
you can let the T represent ‘ten’ and the Th represent 
‘thousand’ — ten thousand! 


To work out larger amounts of this unit, multiply the number by 10,000. 
For example: 


+H = 10 x 10,000 = 100,000 
HF = 100 x 10,000 = 1,000,000 
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FJ The Japanese currency is the yen, represented by this #47 and by the 
international symbol ¥ . All currencies can be written in words or numerals. 
For example: six pounds or £6, six dollars or $6, and in Japanese: 


Words: AVFY Numerals: ¥6 

The character AL because it is a suffix to money amounts, is easy to 
recognise and remember. 

4E Here is a visual image for remembering this #27: 


4 OE 


Can you make out the left half of the YF for bamboo (7) at the front 
and a house shape behind? In Japan, bamboo decorations are put outside 
the front of houses at New Year, hence the visual clue leads you to the 
meaning ‘year’. 

Look back over this section and remind yourself of the visual clues to the 
meanings; then try the next section. 


Y= Rensha 3 


1) Put these multiples of 100 into the correct order (100-900). Which 
one is missing? 

Dott bh =B8> co te dd We 

e) j= es) JE hy) ce 


2) How do you write these 4“ number amounts in Arabic numbers? 


A Glebe tia etd) 7x 
ea) Grae 1) 


3) Match these multiples of 10,000 with their Arabic number equivalent 
below them: 


Aes  b) Jee) Jp a) Ese) 
(i) 90,000 (ii) 1000,000 (iit) 20,000 
(iv) 900,000 (v)_ 10,000,000 


4) Combinations of H, TF. 7 
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Put these amounts in order from the smallest to the largest: 
Ay Se bye =e ec) = ee 
Sse ye Qa 


Now write out these amounts (in the new order) in Arabic numbers. 


5) Match the WA“ money amounts on the left with their equivalent on 
the right: 

a) =AA i) ¥7500 

by) aah eee ii) ¥300 

c) HATHA iii) ¥3000 

d MARTH iv) ¥70,000 


2) Ge) eal v) ¥5000 
f) tFfREAA vi) ¥450 
o) Sere vii) ¥150 


ix — Kaisetsu 2 More about dates 


There are a number of ways in which the year can be written in Japanese. 
Let us look at these using the year 1999 as the model. Notice that the 
EEF for year (AF) is written after the numbers. 


1) FILA IL TIVE This is 1999 written out in full using 44% numbers 
2) igigee Here 1999 is written as it looks, 1-9—-9-9 


3) 1999 a The year is written in arabic numbers, notice that 4 
99 4F is still used. 


The first example is rarely used and the most commonly used is the third. 
Zero is usually written as 0. 


$7 PY Renshi 4 


1) In this activity you are going to match the years written in BES with 
those in Arabic numerals: 


1) ~}tK=4F a) 2000 4E 


D) aad b) 1963 4F 
3) 0004 c) 1960 4F 
Nea N75 d) 1616 4F 


5) —-Ju7N\ 04F se) 1863 4F 


2) Now match the dates written in 45 with those written in Arabic: 
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idee 1 Ele a) 6/1248 
Dalam el b) 3H314H 
A) 48 el c) 6H18H 
Deyo fd) 1IA11A 
ee = ee) SA21H 
6) 7HoTVUH fy) 108248 


Dates are most often written with Arabic numerals but not always. 
3) Now write out the dates 1—6 (in (2)) in English. 


fiiit— Kaisetsu3 The Japanese calendar 


Used alongside the Western calendar in Japan is the Japanese system of 
4f-*> (nengo) or era names. An era is defined by the length of rule of each 
Emperor. The present Emperor, Akihito, began his reign (the Emperor in 
modern Japan has a symbolic role with no political power) in 1989 and the 
new era is called *F K% (Heisei) which means ‘Attainment of Peace’. The 
previous era was called Hil (Showa) which means ‘Enlightened Peace’. 
Once an Emperor has died, he is referred to by the name of his era. 
Akihito’s father, Hirohito who died in 1989 is, therefore, now referred to as 
Emperor Showa. The 4 #1l (Showa) era lasted for 63 years from 1926-89. 


When the year is written according to the “FS (nengo) system, it follows 
this pattern: 


M+ 4 Heisei 11th year 


To match this to the Western calendar, you count up from and including 
1989 which was Heisei Ist Year. Therefore: 


FMA —4E = 1999 
Arabic numbers can also be used: “2 8% 114 


Hi Al (Showa) years are counted from and including 1926. A good way 
of calculating these is to have an ‘anchor’ year, for example, your year of 
birth, then count from here: 


Hi A= -+-/\4E (Showa 38th year) = 1963 


Alternatively, add 25 years to the Showa year to get the Western year, or 
take 25 years away from the Western year to arrive at the Showa year: 


HE A= -+-4E = (Showa 20th year) = 20 + 25 = (19)45 
1985 = 85 -25= RAIA T4F (Showa 60th year) 
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4 T. Rensha 5 


1) Match the following *F- &% (Heisei) ycars with their Western ealendar 
equivalents: 


a) “Fe Vase i) 1994 
b) “Fa 14F ii) 1990 
c) “FP R4E iii) 1997 
d) “FW7N4F iv) :1992 
e) “FILA v) 1998 
f) FMA vi) 1995 


The first year of an era is written not with —~ (one) but with JG which 
means ‘beginning’: 


“WIG = Heisei 1st year (1989) 


2) Match the following Hi #1 (Shéwa) years with their Western ealendar 
equivalents: 


a) HAAN PO 46 i) 1939 
b) HAI +H4F iii) 1926 
c) MAIN + =4F iii) 1973 
d) BAAN Pu 4e iv) 1988 
e) WAAIPY-=4F v) 1950 
f) HB AIzCAF vi) 1968 


melee = =Yomu renshu 


This section will pull together everything you have learnt in this unit and 
give you the opportunity to read numbers and dates in authentic contexts. 


MYT Renshu 6 


1) 42457 numbers are most often used when the text is written vertically 
(see question 3, p. 37). Japanese business cards are often produced with 
the Japanese script written vertically on one side and the Romanised 
script (for the bencfit of non-Japanese clients) written horizontally on the 
other. The following phone numbcrs arc written horizontally. Notice that 
the area code is in brackets and a horizontal line separatcs the two parts 
of the phone number. Do not confuse this with the number — (one). Can 
you convert them into Arabic numerals? 
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(a) (0 =) et eee 15 
(Decoy) a Se SS 
() (0620) 2 ~SNKK 
(ajaco) =) =hAEZ~_—t 0 


(mut) Se 

2) The following is part of a newspaper advertisement for a series 
of three conferences. When will the conference be held (give the full date) 
in: 

a) London(@ Y Fv) 

b) Tokyo (HUE) 

c) Dusseldorf (7 2 Y t/LF 7) 


OV Fy '984 12FR 58(+) 
SR '984 112A 6H(B8) 
FavtbVEIVT '984 12A126 (+) 


3) The advertisement reproduced 
here is for a Japanese theatre 
production. Give the year, month, 
date and day of the performance 
in the Western calendar. 


Tk 
By 
+ 
x 
+ 
a 
f 
a 
ES 
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ROA BY Readings 

(kanji no yomikata) 

In this section you are going to focus on saying the numbers |—10 in 
Japanese. If you have worked through Zeach Yourself Beginner's Japanese, 
this is on page 31. Otherwise, turn to the WF chart for Unit 3 at the 
back of the book and learn to say the onyomi rcading for the numbers 
1-10. Turn back to this section in Unit 2 (pp. 20-1) if you need to re- 
check the pronunciation rules. 


EYF Hinto Hints for remembering 
the numbers 


Try memorising how to say the numbers in Japanese by relating them to 
English-sounding words. For example, —~ (ichi) and —. (ni) sound like 
‘itchy knee’! 


ree Renshi 7 


Align the numbers that follow with their 84% and onyomi reading. Check 
your answers against the Unit 3 #8‘ chart at the back of the book. 


wy Jeah (eigo) English Ti” (onyomi) 


= one SHICH 
ap two KYU 
TN three NI 

aie four SHI 

IK five ICHI 
Au six HACHI 
oy, seven JU 

ale eight ROKU 
py nine GO 

+ ten SAN 


gE< MY = Kaku rensha 3 


In Units 1 and 2 you learnt eight basie rules for writing #24 and you 
practised writing all the #{°7 you had Icarnt in those units. Next you are 
going to learn three simple rules for improving the shape of your strokes by 
looking at stroke endings. The Japanese learn calligraphy in order to perfect 


UNIT 3 39 


the shape of rc cee using brushes but if you pay attention to these three 
rules, you will be able to improve the way in which you write #E/- even 
with a pen or peneil. The three main types of stroke ending are as follows: 


1) STOP ending. . 
Your pen/pencil stops =>) 3) 
and lifts off the page. ao Ey) 
©) 6) 


2) GRADUAL STOP. 
You pull the pen gradually off 
the page with a sweeping motion. 


3) FLICK. 


The stroke flicks up at the end. ! F| K 


Now you are going to try writing the numbers 1-10 on squared paper (do 
not look at the stroke order that follows yet). Employ the eight rules you 
have learnt, the only exception is the number nine where the vertical 
(lefthand) line is written first. Think about the stroke endings too from 
the previous examples. 


How did you get on? The numbers 1-10 follow, written out for you. Look 
at the stroke order and the shapes and proportions of the strokes (for 
example, the left side of eight is a different shape to the right side, and 
the same for four and six; the strokes of two and three are not all the 
same length) then try to copy them as closely as possible. 
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UNIT 3 41 


#012 Owari ni 


In this unit you have been introduced to numbers up to 10,000 through 13 
YF. You have also learnt the G57 for yen and for year. You have put 
this learning into practice to read number and money amounts, dates 
and telephone numbers. You have also learnt about the Japanese calendar 
and have been introduced to two compound #2 words for the present and 
previous eras. Altogether, you have learnt 15 single Be (plus related 
compounds) and three new compound words (*F-B&,. HAA, 4F75>). You 
have learnt to count in Japanese from 1—10 and have applied the writing 
rules you learnt previously to writing YF numbers. 


$8 P48 Dai yonka 
UNIT 4 


In this unit you will 


e learn to recognise 12 #457 used in action words (verbs) 
e be introduced to words made up of combinations of these and other (2 
e learn more about pronouncing and writing oa 


(LUMI Hajime ni 


In Unit 2 you learnt that some #2‘, as well as having meanings in 
themselves, are used as components of more complex #7 (see pp. 13- 
14). The #457 you will be introduced to in this lesson are created from 
simpler 44, some of which you have learnt already. In the following 
activity you are going to review some key #2 to refresh your memory 
before moving on to learning the new 4&7 in this unit. 


1) Can you remember the meanings of the G2 that follow? 

aml) bee oc) A od A oe) thy 

Ha 2) Kb) A iy + 

2) Now look at the new #7 in the following list. They each contain 


YES as part of their structure. Can you spot them? (You do not need to 
know the meaning of the whole #‘% at this stage.) 


aR bp kk oo ® OF 
eo) fH gh nh it 


Check the answers to these two activities in the back before moving on to 
the next section. 


fix#— Kaisetsu 1 


The new “7 introduced in the second activity you have just completed 
can all be used as verbs (that is, action or doing words). So far, you have 


UNIT 4 43 


not learnt the meaning of any of them but you have identified simpler 
YF. within them. These can be a clue to their meanings and you are 
going to use these clues to work out the meanings for yourself. Before 
you can do this, here are three extra pieces of information. 


1) This shape JL ( i ) when used as a #277 component has 


the meaning ‘human legs’. You can see it in 2 (b). 


2) This shape pS ( cog) has the meaning ‘animal legs’. You 


can see it in 2 (f). 
3) The YES for person (A) takes this form A when used as part of a 


more complex YF. You can see an example of this in activity 2 (g). 


s4— Renshi 1 


The following seven #247 (a-g) all represent verbs. The story clues 
(1-7) link the different components of each #:‘% into a story which 
indicates the #24 meaning. (The component meanings are in bold.) 
This technique should help you to remember that meaning. Now can you 
work out which #7 has which meaning? 


a) bp kh on @D)¥F OBR HK gg 


Story clues 


1) A person resting by a tree during their work break. Meaning: to rest; 
holiday. 

2) An eye running around on human legs. Meaning: to look, watch or 
see. 

3) Mountains upon mountains but somewhere there is a way out. 
Meaning: to go out. 

4) A neighbour is pressing an ear between the gates of the house to hear 
the gossip. Meaning: to hear or listen, 

5) An eye with animal legs is a shellfish. A sideways eye above it is a 
human inspecting it before buying. Meaning: to buy. 

6) At school the child is expected to wear a special hat when studying. 
Meaning: to study. 

7) The mouth spoke words which rose up in lines. Meaning: to say; 
words. 
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How did you get on? The same {F this time with their meanings and a 
picture representation as well can be seen in the following list. 


Let' I 
p Car at the gates. eh 


Fl to listen, ya) 7 5 to see, 
to hear watch, look 
“ 
blah = to say vA *F to study 
g blah ... 


Til have this, 


Please. 


Now read through the stories again. Do you see how the components of 
these ¥5 help to indicate their meanings? 


HY Renshi 2 


This is a quick activity designed to help you review the 12 F learnt so 
far in this lesson. Simply match the YF on the left with the meanings 


on the right. 

i) RB a) to listen 
2) 1K b) to look 
3) th c) to say 
4) fd d) to study 
5) 22 e) to go out 
6) Ji f) to buy 
ty = g) to rest 
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MY= Renshi 3 

Here are seven more #5 which you are going to learn in this lesson: 
yo mu an OE OA 

Some of the components which make up these #4 are contained in the 
following list. Can you locate and ring the appropriate part on the Ee 


you have just seen. The number in brackets indicates the number of times 
the component appears. 


1) JL human legs (« 2) 
2) Fi to say (X 2) 

3) H mouth (« 3) 

4) +E earth (x 2) 

5) A sun (« 1) 

6) F 1000 (« 1) 


How did you get on? You can find the answers in the explanations that 
follow. 


fER— Kaisetsu 2 


The handwritten #47 which follow have had their component parts 
numbered. These numbers are referred to in the explanations. A story is 
given to help you remember the meaning. 


0 fGen) 
K 


pias 


& 


1) This upper part looks like + (earth) except that the top horizontal 
line is longer, like this: <. In fact this 444% means ‘samurai’ but 
when used as part of a more complex #2‘ we are going to take its 
meaning as ‘earth’. 

2) In between the legs and the earth 1s a table. 

3) ‘Human legs’. 
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Story: People walked over to the tabletop sale to see a samurai selling 
clods of earth. 
Meaning: to sell Ci. 


O @ 


Eid 


1) You should have identified to say/words (#) at the left of this AF. 

2) Can you see that this is the same as the az you have just learnt? (to 
sell: fia) 

Story: Notice outside a bookstore: “Words for sale. Buy a book and read 

the words’. 

Meaning: to read i. 


#, oe 


1) Once again, the left side is to say/words. 

2) 1000 (¥). 

3) mouth (4). Together 2) and 3) make up the AF for tongue (A). 
Story: Thousands of words were spoken by the tongue. 

Meaning: to talk, speak ai. 


1) This comes from a v7 ee you have not learnt yet, brush (4). Before 
pens were invented, writing was done with calligraphy brushes. Here 
is a picture to help you link the meaning to the character: 


ne 
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2) You will have recognised this as sun. An alternative meaning 
is mouth (HF) with a line in it (F1). You could think of this as a 
condensed version of (to say) with the words about to come out of 
the mouth. 

Story: Written words are created by a calligraphy brush. 

Meaning: to write =. 


Be rf 

©) 

1) Think of this as a roof, in this case, the roof of a house. 

2) This means white and represents the sun with a ray coming off it. In 
ancient China the rays of the sun were seen as white. 

3) This lower part is actually a truncated version of 4X (fire) which you 
learnt in Unit 1. 


Story: White rice boiled over a fire in a Japanese home. 
Meaning: to eat; food ee 


@ 


© 


1) You have just been introduced to the left side of this AF. It is 
slightly truncated but indicates the same meaning, food. 
2) A more detailed picture of the right side will help you with the meaning. 


Story: The left side gives the general meaning (food). The right side is a 
person taking a drink. 
Meaning: to drink; a drink fk. 
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IS 


Notice the difference between the handwritten and printed versions 
(A) of this YE. And do not confuse it with person (printed = KM 


handwritten = ye 


In this new 42°F the person appears to be walking back across the page. 
The printed version shows this person clearly indicating their direction 
(flick at the top points to the left). 


Story: People going in walk to the left. 
Meaning: enter, go in A. 


r) SY PY Renshu 4 


This is areview activity for you to test yourself on the second set of BF you 
have just learnt. Match the YF on the left with the meanings on the right. 


1) & a) drink 
mS b) eat 
3) at c) read 
4) a d) talk 
5) fk e) enter 
6) ci f) sell 
7) We g) write 


How did you get on? If you are still uncertain about some of these, read 
through the stories and look at the composition of each PEF again, until 
you are sure. 


tose) =©6Yomu renshu 


You now know the first #47 of the instruction in this heading — it means 
read. Before you try this next section, let us summarise the HE you 
have learnt in this unit. First look at the #5 and see if you can remember 
the meaning before looking at the English beneath them. 


1) 2) Jb 3) # NA 5) ae 


6) RH 77% 8 Hh 9) Fe = 10) ie 
vale temmlsyeee «14) A 

1) listen 2) look 3) write 4) say 5) study 
6) buy 7) rest 8) go out 9) sell 10) read 


11) speak 12) eat 13) drink 14) enter 


UNIT 4 49 


$4 Rensha 5 


Here are some sentences in Japanese followed by some in English. At this 
stage you will not be able to read the whole sentence because you have 
not learnt hiragana yet (Unit 5). There is also one 4° (#8) which you 
have not seen yet. However, you will be able to understand the key words 
of the sentence from your knowledge of Ey. By matching these with 
the full English sentences you will be able to ee the meaning of the 
whole sentence. For example: 


BOMAH 2 Ale EL. The man (male person) bought a car. 
2 2 2 4 


The i you have already learnt have numbers below them. These refer 
to the lesson in which the #5 was first introduced so that you can 
check back if you need to. Did you notice that the verb comes at the end 
of the sentence? The order would sound like this: the man a car bought. 
In the sentences this will appear in brackets (marked as J/it.). Now have a 
go yourself. #*A (XY 2 T! ganbatte! (Good luck). 


Dea eee 2-0 3 Ue. 


2 2 | ay 4 

Dy oO aS KAS Le. 
2 2) 1 4 

3) HOAUW He HELE, 
2 2 1 4 


4 MSA RHSA BLELE, 
2 12 4 
5) HOF (IL Ke FATT. 


a 2, 2. 2 

GEO NOt e Se ~ Fe 
2 2 1 2 4 

Hime Ai He sou ze, 
Oka | 2 4 


Match each one to its Japanese partner in the previous list (not in 
order). 


a) The woman (female person) ate some bamboo shoots (bamboo 
children). (Jit. The woman some bamboo shoots ate.) 

b) The girl (female child) rested on Saturday. (Jit. The girl on Saturday 
rested.) 


50 BEGINNER'S JAPANESE SCRIPT 


c) Mr Yamada (Mountain-rice field) sold his car. (Jit. Mr Yamada his car 
sold.) 

d) The boy (male child) likes horses. (Jit. The boy horses likes.) 

e) The woman (female person) studied Japanese. (/it. The woman Japanese 
studied.) 

f) Mr Hayashi (Wood) talked to Mrs Morita (Forest-rice field). (Jit. 
Mr Hayashi to Mrs Morita talked.) 

g) The man (male person) looked at the moon. (/it. The man at the moon 
looked.) 


How did you get on? Check your answers at the back of the book. 


“iS build up 


In this section you will be introduced to some new compound ay 
words. First you need to learn a new By 


thing 


This 445 is used to make verbs into nouns. This is best explained with 
an example: 


i (‘to buy’) + ® (thing) = 2% = shopping (lit. buying things) 


"] SYS ~=Rensha 6 


The 44‘ that follow have been made into nouns by adding 49 (thing) to 
them. Can you work out what their meanings would be in English? There 
is a list of English words in random order beneath the YF words which 
you can refer to if you need to. 


vKHD DBH ah DARD SHH omy 


(a) writing (b) food (c) items for sale 
(d) sightseeing (e) book (f) drinks 


"] #Y-L  Renshu 7 


Here are some more compound words using YE you have been 
introduced to in this unit. See if you can work out their meanings by 
matching them with their English equivalents on the right. 
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1) as a) a study visit 

2) weet b) start school 

2) Pee c) eating and drinking 

4) HA d) absence from school (long term) 
5) RE e) reading 

6) Ja f) buying and selling 

7) KF g) going in and out 


FF) HY. =Renshu 8 


This activity introduces compound #4 words which use #4 from the 
first four units of this book. Think about the literal meaning and then see 
if you can work out what you would say in English. The box of English 
words (in random order) will act as a check list once you think you have 
worked out the meaning of a word. Here are some amusing examples to 
get you started! 


il Rei tl HA iit. go out eye gold = a pop-eyed goldfish 
fl) Rei 2 WMKAL lit. resting fire mountain = a dormant volcano 
Pil Rei 3 eh lit. two feet = two pairs (of footwear) 


fork 2) AM 3) HE 4) hok 
io) el) RE 8) BAK 


dealer (seller) entrance Japanese person 


drinking water holiday academic ability 


FORMAT Kanji no yomikata 


You were first introduced to how #4 are pronounced in Unit 2 and you 
can refer back to that unit for guidance on pronunciation (pp. 20—21). 
In this section in Unit 3 you used the unit chart at the back of the book 
to learn the onyomi (Chinese readings) of the numbers I-10. Now turn 
to chart 4 at the back of the book which contains all the single PE es 
introduced in this unit. Focus on the onyomi readings and try to memorise 
them. Here are some hints to help you. 
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EYk Hinto Hints for memorising 

, readings 
1) Look back at the simple pronunciation rules you were given in Unit 2 
(pp. 20-21). 
2) Say the readings out loud. 
3) See if you can match each reading to an English word and make a 
little story to help you remember. For example, the onyomi of € (eat) 
is SHOKU. So how about: ‘It was a SHOCK how much food he could 


eat!’ And the onyomi of 5d, (look) is KEN so: ‘KEN looked out of the 
window.’ Do you get the idea? 


4) Test yourself by covering up the reading, looking at the YAS and 
saying the reading out loud. 


Now try Activity 9. 


IL Rensha 9 


1) This is a simple linking activity. Link the YF on the left with their 
correct reading: 


1) B a) DOKU 
2) 1K b) SHOKU 
3) ih c) NYU 

4) Fd d) BAI (use twice) 
5) e) KYU 

6) Ja f) SHUTSU 
7) a g) WA 

8) h) BUN 
9A i) KEN 
10) 76 AY 

11) & k) GAKU 
12) ie 1) SHO 
13) m) GEN 

14) fe 


2) Now try saying these compound 257 words in Japanese: 


a) 70 (buying and selling) b) meee (reading) 

c) A (start school) d) tt A (going in and out) 

e) KE (eating and drinking) f) S&F (study visit) 

g) DKF (absence from school) h) BTA] (knowledge; experience) 
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FE < SEY PY «Kaku renshi 4 


You should now recognise the first #4 in this heading — it means 
‘write’. In this section you are going to learn to write the 14 45% which 
have been introduced in this unit. Remember: stroke order is important 
for writing accurately, for helping you to remember the 8!“ and for 
counting the number of strokes. And there are sometimes slight differences 
between handwritten and printed versions of the same Bi. 


EYVFk Hinto 


One way to remember how to write more complex @F is to visualise 
the components they are made up of. For example, in preparing yourself 
to write FW (listen) from memory, say to yourself ‘gate and ear’. Look 
carefully at the proportions and overall balance of each 4. For example, 
where a U2 has a distinct left and right side, the left side is narrower 
(the proportions are approximately left side = 1/3; right side = 2/3). 
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UNIT 4 


x 
wus 


Ls 
J 
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#012 Owari ni 


In this unit you have been introduced to 14 F which represent action 
words and have learnt to pronounce their onyomi (Chinese reading) and 
to write them. You have also learnt the meanings of 26 compound Pi eer 
words and have identified the key words in a set of Japanese sentences. 
Now try the test to see how well you have remembered the BEY you 
have learnt in the first four units! 
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TAK Tesuto 


The 27 (including some compound words) you have learnt so far are 
grouped in themes. Can you remember their English meanings? (Some 
By: appear more than once if they cover more than one category.) 


1) People and animals 
a BH by A c) & d) B 
cues) 44 gf) Bt hy HAA 


2) Elements of nature 
a) ty 6b) KO IWC KCl K 
f) A og) h) # =i) 


3) Numbers and money 


a) — ay) 3a G)) Nain eed): El 
V)MTFA fF 2) & h) =o 
4) Dates 

ay Uelap EGE) ny AG laa ele 

c) —JUFL—4F d) FR 1 


5) Verbs (action words) = in 

a) lb) Bc) Kd) se) is 
fee  g) 5c oh) Sh i) Eat 
6) Parts of the body 

aH pH cd) #& ADH oc) 


5 gl Dai goka 


In this unit you will: 


learn to read the 46 U 5 2° %& (hiragana) symbols which make up the 
phonetic ‘alphabet’ 

learn some rules for making extra sounds from the 46 main symbols 
be introduced to picture-sound associations to make learning easier 
learn how to write U 5 2° %& (hiragana) 

have a go at reading some words and phrases 


Key word: 


U52%  Hiragana 


tkLUMIZ Hajime ni 


Look back to page vi of the Introduction which deals with an overview 
of the different types of Japanese script and in particular the section on 
U % 2% %& (hiragana). Then answer the following questions based on the 
information you have just read. 


1) What are the two main uses of U 5 # %&? 

2) Which script GES*, O 52%. 2 4 4+ (katakana)) is \carnt 
first by Japanese children in primary schools? 

3) What did U 5 4% develop from? 

4) How many basic symbols make up the modern U 4 #* & syllabary? 


wt CHKULED Yonde mimasho 


You have not learnt to read any U 5 #*%& yet (apart from these four 
symbols) but try this simple matching activity. There are six U 5 #* %& 
words (a-f) in the left column which are repeated in a different order in 
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the right column. Match up the same words and write the correct letter in 
the brackets on the right. The first one is done for you. 


(a) FL Ta (es) 
(b) H& ae a(n) 
(CO) ee a Dea) 
(ORS 2 = a) 
(6) ae 9) dy & ) 
Gy ale areca ere) 


fiiw— Kaisetsu 1 


Let us begin by looking at’the first four lines of the U 5 %* %& syllabary’ 
with the romanised pronunciation and learn how to read it. 

Notice that the chart is written in the traditional way, from top to bottom 
and from right to left. Therefore, you read in columns rather than rows. 
And you begin to read from the top righthand corner. Can you now 
answer these two questions: 


ta fz sae ka a ns) 
chit  shil ki & Due 
isu“ su > ku & u? 
eG se ke (F ene 
to & so T Lone od 


1) What is the first O 5 #* %& symbol? 
2) Which column do you read first and in what order? 


To save you looking in the back, the answers are 1) 4 (a) 

2) @). (i). 7). & ©), BO). 

The next point to notice is that the first five sounds are what we call vowel 
sounds. In Unit 2 (pp. 20-21) you were introduced to the pronunciation 
of Japanese sounds. A quick check list follows to help you remember the 
pronunciation. 


,S) a asin mat Ze asinend 
\> i asin hit 4 o asinhot 
J? u asin dlue 


And, as you also learnt in Unit 2, consonants are attached to each of these 
vowels to create new sounds. And each of these sounds is represented by 
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a U5 2#*% symbol. This is why the Japanese syllabary is called ‘a 
phonetic alphabet’. (The Roman alphabet consists of 26 letters which are 
used in various combinations to create a range of sounds.) 


¥) #Y— Renshi 1 


Inthe HLA CAEL £ 9 (yonde mimashé) activity earlier in this unit 
you matched six U 5 #* & words. This time you are going to try to read 
these words. Use the chart of the first 20 symbols on p. 59 and see if you 
can say the words. Their English meanings are written in brackets. 


(a) $ L (sushi) (b) & & (autumn) (c) € Z (voice) 
(d) 2% Z (desk) (e) & & F (sugar) (f) 4 & (school pupil) 


fit — Kaisetsu 2 


You are now going to be introduced to the whole U 5 #*%& chart, 
including the correct order to write each symbol. To help you understand 
the layout of the chart, an explanation is now given using the first 
symbol 4. 


printed QO |< romaji 


version 


symbol 


The printed version of each symbol is also included (top lefthand corner) 
because this sometimes differs slightly from the handwritten version. 


Have a go at writing the U 5 %* & because this will help you to remember 
how to read them. The basic rules you learnt for 45% also apply here — 
you write horizontal strokes from left to right, and vertical/diagonal strokes 
from top to bottom. As you write each one (using graph paper if possible), 
say its sound to yourself. 


Patatat . 


be St ELLE bel 


4 Rensha 2 


The activities in this lesson will keep referring you back to the different 
charts, so do not worry about learning all the symbols at once! There is 
also a section later to help you explore ways to remember the 46 basic 
U 6 # % symbols but first here is an activity to get you reading. 


Each sequence of U 4 #*% symbols in the activity is taken from a 
column, row or diagonal of the chart. Try to read (out loud) each of the 
U 6 *#* %, then refer back to the relevant part of the chart to refresh 
your memory. Then try again to read the sequence from memory. Continue 
like this until you can read the sequence confidently, then move on to the 
next onc. 
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ALT Teh ET beh | pede ded fe de be a] 


The first part of this activity refers to the first page of the chart (p. 61). 


1) The third column (always count from the right): @. LU. $, @. Z 
2) The third row (reading from right to left): 9. <. T. 2. #2 
3) The diagonal from top left to bottom right: *. 5. F. UG. B 
4) The diagonal from top right to bottom left: 5. &, $. T. OD 
5) The second column: #, #. 4. ULC 

6) The fourth row: 2. (J. #@. T. a 


Have you noticed that the syllables in the row sequences always end with 
the same vowel sound? 
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Now look at the sequences 1—6 again and answer these questions: 


7) How many times do these symbols a) L b) & c) T appear? 
8) Which symbol appears three times? 
9) Which symbol appears the most times? 


(Answers to 7—9 are at the back of the book.) 


The second part of this activity refers to the second page of the chart 
(p. 62). 


10) The first column: (4, O. 3. ~. UE 

11) The fourth column: 5, 9. 4. 1. 4 

12) The fifth row: (4. &. ££. BLA 

13) The diagonal from top left to bottom right! D, 9. WM. %, 
14) The diagonal from top right to bottom left: (4, A, MW. ML A 


Now look at the sequences 10-14 again and answer these questions: 


15) How often does the symbol a) @l and b) A appear? 
16) How many symbols only appear once? 
17) Which symbol appears the most times? 


(Answers to 15—17 are at the back of the book.) 


EY K— Hintol Remembering USA 


This section will introduce you to a way of remembering U 5 #* %& 
through visual and sound association (mnemonics). The basic idea is that 
you find a way to make the shape of each symbol suggest a picture or 
story which connects it to its sound. For example, here are some ideas 
for the first five U 5 #*%. Concentrate on the sounds (for example, 
aim = ‘e’) rather than the letters or spellings. 


nN 


I (a) 2 (i) 3 (u) 4 (e) 5 (0) 
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Stories 


1 4d (a) is an opera singer singing an aria (Japanese pronunciation has 
a short ‘a’ sound) 

2 \* (i) is an American Indian 4 Z (e) aim for the target 

3. 9 (u) ooh, my back hurts! 5 4% (0) is an ostrich 


Do you get the idea? Here are another 10 to get you started, then, if you 
find this method helps you, try to think of your own. You might not have 
inspiration for all of them at first, but try a few at a time and write down 
your ideas in a notebook. 


Stories 

1 O (hi) is someone laughing, 6 4 (chi) is a cheerleader 
hee hee 7 ¥a (nu) looks like a bowl of 

2 (wa) is a baby crying, waaaa noodles 

3 < (ku) for cuckoo 8 LU (shi) she’s got long hair 

4 & (to) is the toe of a shoe 9 (F (ke) for KO (knocked out) 


= 


5 #2 (ne) is the Loch Ness monster 10 C€ (ko) is a Cox apple 


{= Rensha 3 


Now that you have been introduced to the 46 U 5 #* %& symbols, it is time 
to put your learning into practice and try reading some words. To make it 
easier for you, the words are in three sets. Set 1 consists of U 5 # %& 
from the first page of the chart and Set 2 consists of those from the second 
page. The final challenge is Set 3 which comprises words using U5 #* % 
from the whole chart. See how many symbols/words you can read from 
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memory then use the chart to search for those you cannot remember. Keep 
coming back to this activity. Try keeping a score of how many words you 
can read each time and challenge yourself to improve it! Where you have 
already learnt the #2“ for a word this is also given in brackets. However, 
the purpose of this activity is to practise reading U 5 0° %. 


Set 1 


a) é& & (morning)  b) T (hand ¥) c) % 7 (summer) 
d) & (FJ & (clock) e) Uw (salt) f) 2 (2 (what) 
g) ¥a® (cloth) 


Set 2 


a) & 4 (evening) b) AA (ear H) c) (£ 4 (Spring) 
d) & (Winter) e) & 5 (village) f) © £ (mountain Ih) 
g) % 9 (forest #)  h) DA (bowl) 


Set 3 

a) (x £ 9 (Good morning) b) &€ £ 9 & 5S (Goodbye) 
€) 42 © (cat) d) * A+ > (teacher) 

e) > ¥a (dog) f) % (eye A) 

g) ~Z (navel) h) U & (person A) 

i) {> (example $i) j) (CEA CWapan HAS) 


EY k= Hinto2 Similar OOD 


You have probably confused some of the similar-looking U5 2% 
already. This section will line these up and point out the differences to 
help you keep them separate in your mind. Notice the punctuation, by the 
way —acomma , anda full stop. — not all that different from English. 


oe % (ki) has two horizontal lines, @ (sa) has one. 

EB & (sa) leans to the left, 4 (chi) looks like the number 5 
(the top has slipped!) 

Cae > (i) is more or less vertical, © (ko) is horizontal. 

ee ie \> (i) — the left stroke is slightly longer than the right, 


(ri) — the right stroke is longer than the left. 
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(t+, (kL, (E. U (ke) has no loop at the end, (£ (ha) has only one 
horizontal line, ( (ho) has two horizontal lines. 

Ue The top horizontal line in {£ (ho) sits on top of 
the vertical line whereas in £ (ma) both horizontal lines 
cut through the vertical. 

ey oS $$ (su) curves to the left, {f (mu) curves to the right 
and has an extra stroke. 

Ya. &. %2. 982 (nu) has two stroke ends at the top and a loop at the 
bottom whereas &% (me) has the same stroke ends but no 
loop, and %2 (ne) has only one vertical stroke. 

bn Bp % (ru) has a loop, 4 (ro) looks a bit like a number 3. 


fFR—= Kaisetsu3 Pit (Yoon) 
Contracted sounds 


You have now been introduced to the 46 basic U 5 #* 7% symbols. As 
well as these 46, there are other sounds which are made by combining 
some of the basic symbols. This is done by combining the symbols which 
end in the ‘i’ sound (#, LU. 4, (©, UO. &, 9) witha small version 
of ©, ,. or &. Each sound is pronounced as a single syllable or ‘beat’. 
Look at the following chart: 


& (ki) > &* (kya) EP (kyu) &+£ (kyo) 
L (shi) > L*® (sha) U® (shu) Ut (sho) 
4 (chi) > 6*® (cha) %® (chu) As (cho) 
(2 (ni) > (2? (nya) (ICY (nyu) KE (nyo) 
U (hi) > UO (hya) Uf (hyuvr) UF (hyo) 
d (mi) > A? (mya) AW (myu) AL (myo) 
0 (ri) 2 O* (ya) 9 (nu) DE (V0) 


YPY Rensha 4 


This activity is going to utilise some of the wide range of “onomatopoeic’ 
words which the Japanese have in their language. These are words which 
sound like the action or sound word they name. In Japanese, such words 
usually repeat a sound twice. The nearest English equivalents are phrases 
such as ‘woof woof’ for a dog’s bark; ‘plip plop’ for the sound of rain; 
and ‘gobble gobble’ for the sound of a turkey but words like this in 
Japanese are not limited to children’s words. 
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One point to note before you start this activity — many of the words 
that follow are lengthened by the addition of a vowel sound, normally 
9 (u), at the end (but & (a) is also used in these examples). For instance, 
4) 7 & © J (a mouse’s squeak) is pronounced ‘chuu chuuw’ (usually 
written ‘chi cha’). Let one sound run into the other smoothly — do not 
separate 4 (chu) and 7 (u). 

Now practise reading and saying the following onomatopoeic words. Refer 
back to the earlier chart to help you as necessary. Two symbols you have 
learnt previously, A’ (n) and 4 (ro) are also used here. 


a) & © & & © & (scream with laughter) 
b) L ®AL ® A (fizzing sound) 
c) LU ®9U ® 9 (fizzing sound) 
d) 4 97 4 ® 9 (mouse’s squeak) 
e) Ic ® ble & & (miaow) 
f) 0 ®7U J (whistling sound) 
g) DE AW E£ A (swaying; lanky) 
& £4 & £ J (looking around) 


fiiPY Kaisetsu 4 | 
O56 ANE that change their sound 


You have learnt nearly all the extra rules for U 5 4° % so you can relax, 
they are not endless! And also, if you think you have taken in enough at 
any stage, leave this unit, carry on with the YF units and come back to 
this later. You are not expected to remember everything in this unit in one 
go and no one Is setting the pace except you! 


Some of the U 5 %* %& symbols change their sound with the addition of 
two small strokes “ at the top right of the symbol. Let us look at these: 


1) ‘k’ sounds become ‘g’ sounds (hard ‘g’ as in ‘get’): 


ee Us a eT oS 
(ka, ki, ku, ke, ko) ga gi gu ge go 


2) “‘s’ sounds — ‘z’ sounds: 


Caule. 3. 2c eee yr . 


(sa, shi, su, se, so) Lae jie Zu Ze ZO 


* Lis pronounced ‘ji’. 
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3) ‘t’ sounds become ‘d’ sounds: 


fe Ge ae) ae 
(ta, chi, tsi, te, to) da (ji zu)* de do 


* the sounds 4 (ji) and © (zu) are not normally used because they 
create the same sound as LV’ (ji) and $ (zu). See (2). 


4) ‘h’ sounds become ‘b’ sounds: 


ie Oe S., gee Uh Cie Ss 
(ha, hi, fu, he, ho) ba bi bu be _ bo 


5) In addition, ‘h’ sounds become ‘p’ sounds when a small circle ° is 
added: 


Gee ese ho lk, Oe 
(ha, hi, fu, he, ho) pa pi pu pe po 


These five sets of rules cover all the sound changes for single U 5 #* %& 
symbols. Look over these rules, cover up the romaji and try reading 
them, then try the simple activity that follows. 


Yh Rensha 5 


Say the sounds out loud or write them down. Refer to the rules given 
earlier for the answers. 


ance Cee Ch bit. 2. co. ~. = 
em. fae. a WT dee. Bi wide... Ss 
[Syne a cl or mpe 


Finally in this section, do you remember the contracted sounds you learnt 
in kaisetsu 3? Well, the rules just given also apply to thcse. The chart that 
follows groups these sounds on the left. The romaji is also given on the 
right but cover this up and see if you can work out how to read the U 5 
2* % before you refer to the romaji. 


xo Rw, XE gya, Zyu, Zyo 
les Uo, es Ja, ju, jo 

Co. CO Olas. bya, byu, byo 
Ce. OM Or: pyd, pyu, pyo 
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fiidit. Kaisetsu5 The small © (tsu) 


The final rule you need to know in order to read U 5 2*%& properly 
is the use of the small in a word. When you see this, you do not 
pronounce it but pause slightly (a glottal stop) before saying the next sound. 
This is shown in romaji by doubling the next consonant. The length of 
this pause is the same as in these English examples: ‘headdress’ (pause 
after ‘hea’, not ‘head dress’); and ‘bookcase’ (pause after ‘boo’). Here 
are some Japanese examples with the romaji and a pronunciation guide 
beneath: 


es ce (wait!) b) & 2 T (stamp) c) ® 2 & (ticket) 
matte kitte kippu 
ma (pause) te ki (pause) te ki (pause) pu 


eS — Yomu renshu 1 Reading words 


Take a deep breath! You are now going to put into practice everything 
you have learnt in this unit. These initial activities will keep referring you 
back to the different sections and remember — you can keep revisiting 
these activities to see if you can improve your score. You do not need to 
be perfect first time round! Most of these words are usually written with 
4H but the purpose of the activities that follow is to practise reading 
OBE 


MHS Renshi 6 


This activity will use U 5 2#*% from the initial chart (p. 61) and 
contracted sounds (pp. 66, 68). 


See how many of these words you can read. 


a) ® © ¢ (customer) b) ® £ 9 (today) 

c) & © 7 (2 ® F (milk) d) LU ® LA (photograph) 
e) Uda pe you!) fh S£97U £ € (breakfast) 
go? DL £ ( (lunch @ < (100) 

i) OL IWA (hospital) j) 0 £ © F (travel) 
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7] HY-- Renshu 7 


This activity will use U 5 %* 7% from the initial chart (p. 61) plus U 5 
2 % which change their sound (p. 67). Once again, see how many of 
these words you can read. 

a) &S (water) b) #& (keys) 

c) U TA (dictionary) d) C AD (telephone) 

e)  AAE(E (dandelion) f) & & & & (sound of heart beating fast) 
g) 2 32 S (gulping sound — when drinking) 


7] HHL «=Renshi 8 


This activity gives you practice at reading words with the small 2 
(p. 69). 


a) £7 a little) bee (wail) 
c) *” 2IX 9 (as expected) d) #2 < F (school) 
e) HAIL 2 T (Good luck!) f) £24 ¢ (straight ahead) 


ace) PR Yomu rensha 2 OdSPWE 
and 


+, You will already have noticed from the instruction words used throughout 

“this book (and in the last activity) that Japanese is written as a mixture of 
USA and MSH (and # 2 #F — katakana, introduced in Unit 9). 
The OU 52*% parts of the words have a grammatical function. As 
mentioned in the Introduction, Japanese children first learn to read and 
write using only U 5 2° %. As they learn YF they make their writing 
more sophisticated by replacing words and parts of words written in 
U 5 2° % with G%. Although it may seem to be a simpler task to read 
using U 5 2° % (rather than having to learn 2000 #25!) in fact, once 
you know ay, texts become easier to read and scan because 8‘ offer 
visual clues to the meaning. 


7] HY IL ~Renshu 9 


You have learnt that U 5 #* 7 has a grammatical function. Now you are 
going to put this to practice. Below are five of the verbs (action words) 
you learnt in Unit 4. The U 5 #*°% symbols after each BEF serve to 
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show the tense of the verb. £ $ endings indicate the present or future 
(for instance, I eat/will eat) and ¥ L % indicates the past (I ate). (For 
those of you who have Teach Yourself Beginner's Japanese, verbs are 
introduced in Unit 8.) The kunyomi (Japanese reading) is used for single 
“EF verbs with U 5 2° % endings. In Japanese texts, unfamiliar read- 
ings are indicated in 3. 9 2° % (furigana) which is U 5 2*% written 
above, below or beside #2“ to show the pronunciation. 


Now see if you can read these verbs: 


He fz 

a) BXET (leat) BX~ELE (Late) 
D D 

b) KA XE F (I drink) MA ¥ UL & (1 drank) 


Bs B 

c) KLE (look) IJbE UL looked) 
y » 

d) #8 £3 (lwrite) #2 ¥ UL & (1 wrote) 
ik % iL % 


e) mL EF (talk) wel ¥ UL #& (talked) 


) #4 Renshu 10 


In Unit 4 (p. 49) you worked out the meanings of a set of Japanese 
sentences by identifying the key YF words. The same sentences now 
follow again, but this time you are going to practise reading the whole 
sentence in Japanese. You can do this now because you have learnt to 
read U 4 2° %. The readings for the #257 words or parts of words are 
given in 3. 9 %* % ( furigana). Check the English meanings of the sen- 
tences by referring back to Unit 4. Read out aloud! 


Grammar note: (£, #,. (Cc and #%* have grammar functions which 
you will learn more about in Unit 10. When (d has this function it is 
pronounced ‘wa’ (and when it is used as part of a word it is pronounced 
in the usual way as ‘ha’). 

Bee Ce Nw ao 
Nk ONW AAR & F VEL, 

BAS = eames ed 
2) & OF tiie Aiea es Lee 

foe cS Oe De as 
98 OAUA EH ELE. 
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LPL oe ie 
4K OBA RRA BAK belie. 
Bee S 3) ae > 
8 OF Po sees. 
BAS Oe wel = ie 
(2 OMI e@ee 2-2. 
4O HE & B 8 9, 
Ph SAH 5c 0 Zi ee 


#2 (1c - Owari ni 


In this unit you have learnt the 46 basic U 5 #* & symbols plus related 
sounds and rules. You have had the chance to write them and to read 
words and phrases in U' 5 #* %. You have learnt the two main uses of 


Vb 
e to write words not normally written in ae 


e to indicate grammar functions and word endings. 


You will come across U 5 #* % again in Unit 10 and you can refer back 
to this unit whenever you need to, so do not worry if you have not taken 
everything in with the first attempt! 


SN Ge «=6Dai rokka 
UNIT 6 


In this unit you will 


learn to decode the meanings of 39 new peers 

learn to read more compound ¥4% words 

try some activities to review all the pie you have learnt so far 
learn to read and write 11 adjectives (describing words) 


(LUMI Hajime ni 


In Units 1 and 2 you looked at #5 which derive from pictures of 
nature. Here is a selection of them. Can you remember their meanings? 


Beeb AL c) 2 ed) 4 
su nw sg» AH HA 


witty CAKUED Yonde mimasho 


As you did in Units | and 2, see if you can match the following pictures 
with the correct 225% (a-j). 


1) tall/high 3 4) small g 
nl 4 


2) old 5) bird 


3) bi Se : 6) ri Ay 
1g f | rice ° 
« Bi—9- 
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7) thread 


8) cow 10) stand 
e@ 


aieeb) a ces | dy oR ces 
Yr gF nr nk jy” 


How did you get on? Check your answers at the back and then look at the 
development sequence from picture to modern kanji that follows. 


1) ofa 0 a 
talvhigh fal, lel (*) > fe) 


9) axe 


we 


a ok | na = 
big Bi—9° K 


4) 
small 

5) & 
bird 
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Y— Rensha 1 


Match the #7 in the left column with the English meanings in the right 
column. Look back at the #4 pictures if you need to remind yourself 
of the meanings. 


ay Se 1) small . 

b) Jr 2) big 

c) 3) old 

al) WE 4) tall/high (also means ‘expensive’) 
e) K 5) bird 

f) 6) cow 

g) /) Fy tice 

h) & 8) thread 

Nas 9) axe 

j) * 10) stand (up) 


fiwR— Kaisetsu 1 


About 2-3% of #44 derive from simple pictorial representations. As 
you have already learnt, many of these simple pictorial YF are also used 
as components in more complex BEF. You will be looking at this in more 
detail in Unit 7 but one of the purposes of this unit is to introduce you to 
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some more simple = which will help you in this unit, and later, to 
decode the meaning and make-up of other more complex ay 


Let us start with four new 5% and look at how their components can be 
brought together into a story to give the meaning. 


1) BF (mother). You can see the outline of 2 (woman) in this re ae 
is The two short strokes within the 44% indicate breasts, hence 


mother. 


2) 2 (cheap, safe). Again, you can see the YF for woman. The 
component above is like a hat or covering. So the 4F looks like 
a woman wearing a cheap hat! 

3) J& (wide, spacious). The left side of this YF should remind you of 
a cliff or cave. 

Within it is a triangular shape with a wide base (it also looks like 
a wide nose!). 

4) #f (new). You have learnt two of these components in this unit. The 
top left is Wf (stand (up)), the rightside is }f (axe). The remaining 
component (bottom left) is AK (tree). 

The story: cut down a standing tree and get new wood. 


)] ae Rensha 2 


Now you are going to try to link new YF with stories to establish their 
meanings. Three of the following YF represent colours (blue, white, 
black) and the other two mean ‘father’ and ‘rain’. Which is which? Look 
at the 4%, read the stories and link them up. 


af pyNA oc) B ADR DW 


1) Rain. This YF looks like drops of rain against a window. 

2) White. The components, ‘sun’ (1) and ‘ray’ (short stroke) depict the 
white rays of the sun. 

3) Father. He has a long moustache and dimples in his cheeks! 

4) Black. The components, rice field, earth and fire (four short “flamelike’ 
strokes) depict the deep black colour which the earth turns when the 
rice stubble is burnt after the harvest. 

5) Blue. This YF also means ‘green’ (for example, the colour of traffic 
lights and apples). Its components are ‘earth’ with an extra horizontal 
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line which means plants growing out of the ground and ‘moon’. Young 
plants are green and we speak of a blue moon. 


#4— Rensha 3 


As in Renshii 1 you are going to see how well you can remember the 
YF you have been introduced to in this section (nine in total). Link the 
PAF to the English meaning. 


a) & 1) father 

b) Fy 2) mother 

c) 3) white 

d) #f 4) black 

e) JZ 5) blue, green 

f) 6) cheap, safe 

g) A 7) wide, spacious 
h) 7 8) new 

ee 9) rain 


fiBi— Kaisetsu 2 


In Unit 3 you learnt the YF for numbers (a. 2. "= cic.) "these 
are from a small group of #2 which depict abstract ideas using shapes 
and lines. The £57 for the words above, below and inside are formed in 
a similar way. Look at these #257: 


1) ale (above, on top) has a baseline with a ‘t’ shape above it. 
2) F (below, under) has a baseline with a ‘t’ shape below it. 
3) "F (inside, middle) is a box with a line through the middle. 


You can also imagine _£ and F to look like the top and roots of a plant. 


a7 ale =a 


You have now learnt 22 new ¥&5% in this unit. Let us review them, 
grouping them together by theme. 


78 BEGINNER‘S JAPANESE SCRIPT 


Colours 
Fi (blue) FA (white) 38 (black) 


Adjectives (describing words) 
K (big) Ay (small) Fi (old) 3 (new) 
fe (tall, expensive) “& (cheap, safe) JZ (wide) 


People, animals 


BE (mother) 42 (father) 4F (cow) & (bird) 


Nature, basic items 


RY (rain) 2K (rice) JF (axe) AM (thread) 


Position 


_E (above) “F (below) ‘Ff (inside) £ (stand up) 


wi build up 1 


In Units 2 and 4 you learnt that more complex 4 are made from 
combinations of simpler 4. These simpler EEF become components 
of the more complex ones. Examples you have learnt include 3 (man), 
4 (like) and iJ (listen). Now let us look at YF you have learnt in this 
unit which are also used as components in more complex my. 


RY Rain is used as a component of more complex LF to indicate types 
of weather (with rain as their basis), such as: 


= Cloud. The lower components are two and triangle shape — think of 


them as ‘two cloud shapes’! 

<= Cloudy weather. The lower part is cloud and the upper component is 
H (sun). Cloudy weather blocks out the sun! 

=] Snow (‘frozen rain’). The lower component (=) looks like uy 
(mountain) on its side. Think of snow-covered mountains! 

#8 Thunder. The lower component is rice field, a place where farmers 
would be very aware of thunderstorms. 

fa, Electric is an interesting progression from thunder. This time you 
can see a flash of lightning through the rice field — and lightning 
creates electricity! 


$Y PY Renshu 4 


You are going to try identifying more complex #4 by looking at the 
components and linking them into a meaning. Here are the B& 
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aK b 8 oF ae 
ec F fie 9) HH hk 


Story meanings 


1) Meaning: island. Japan is made up of many, many small islands, often 
just rocky hills in the sea with only birds living on them. This 22%, 
therefore, is a depiction of a bird sitting (you can’t see its tail feathers) on 
a mountain. 


2) Meaning: dove, pigeon. The components bird and nine represent a dove. 


3) Meaning: hot/bitter (taste). The components stand up and ten combine 
to give an image of strong flavours which make the taste buds stand up to 
the power of 10! 
4) Meaning: dog. The components big + short stroke depict a large dog 
with its tongue hanging out! 

5) Meaning: sound, noise. Components: stand up and sun. Stand in the 
sun and listen to the sounds. 

6) Meaning: pointed, tapered. Components big and small. Put simply, 
tapering to a point involves something becoming smaller. 

7) Meaning: few, a little. Components: small and a diagonal stroke. 

8) Meaning: frost. Components: rain, tree and eye. Frost (made from 
rain) on trees looks like millions of sparkling eyes. 

Finally, the #7 for fat is XK. This looks very similar to XK (dog). You 
can distinguish them by thinking of the short stroke in dog as the tongue 
and of the short stroke in fat as a marker indicating the widest or fattest 
part of the Wee 

In this section of 45 Build up you have been introduced to 14 new 
By. They are listed here. Can you remember their meanings? Check 
back through the section if there are any you are unsure about. 


= ze 2a. A a. ae aa I Ln =x . eh em ae 


iY build up 2 hai (jukugo) 
Compound. %‘“ words 


Remember that 24af (jukugo) are words created from two or more ay. 
You have come across examples of these in Units 1—4. Words such as A 
(population), A WA (Sunday) and £249 (food) are some of the #4a# or 
457 compounds you have learnt so far. 
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The next two activities are designed to get you thinking about the meanings 
of some new #25 words using the re ea you have been introduced to in 
this unit plus others you have learnt in earlier units. 


FH) He i ~=Renshi 5 


This activity uses combinations of #24 you have learnt in this unit only. 
Match the two 447 words in the box with the English meanings from 
the list beneath it. 


a) H& bv) KAP oc) REAR dd) WA 


emige f) 7M a) ZAK hy ie 


Meanings 


1) vast 2) swan 3) calf 4) puppy, small dog 5) polished (white) 
rice 6) parents 7) pale; blue-white 8) heavy rain. 


MYA Renshu 6 


This activity combines #2 from this unit with some you have learnt 
from previous units. Those from previous units are: 


af (year), Fe (study), (woman), if (vehicle), =F (hand), 
X (person), Hi (mouth), A (eye), FH (listen), iif (talk), “ (middle) 


Again, choose the appropriate YF word from the box to match its 
English meaning. The bracketed information gives the literal meaning in 
cases where the meaning may not be immediately obvious. 


b) Hi4F ed) Baek Oe 
g) KA h AU CO) “EO BE 


1 F# m) #THE on) BE oo) HEL 
q) Pe 


1) university (big study) 2) train (electric vehicle) 
3) good at (upper hand) 4) bad at (lower hand) 
5) youth (blue years = 6) your superiors (their eye level is 


innocence) above you) 
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7) child (small person) 8) adult (big person) 

9) clue (the thread mouth!) 10) telephone (electric talk) 

11) new year 12) older {than you} (years above) 
13) boy ( few years) 14) girl (a few/a little bit a woman) 
15) new car 16) second-hand car (in the middle 
17) newspaper (newly heard) of being old) 


Check your answers before moving on to the next activity. 


Finally in this section, you are going to extend your knowledge of RF 
compounds a little further by learning 3 new 4H and looking at how 
these are used in combination with 4% you have learnt in this unit to 
make new words. 


1) Ba means country and is the depiction of a king (E lit. jewe/) within 
the boundaries ([_]) of his kingdom. Examples of its usage are: 


IKE] rice country is the Japanese word for America. (The rice grown in 
America is short-grained like Japanese rice and often packaged 
and sold as Japanese rice.) 

"HK middle rice is the Japanese word for Central America. 

"A FE] middle country means China (the central country of Asia). 

EE] Mother country means exactly that, the country you originate from. 

E4[&] Island country (such as Japan, Britain and Australia). 


2) W means meat or flesh. You can see two people (A) hanging from a 
frame! 


-E TAL cow meat means beef. 
3B bird meat means chicken. 


3) #€ means school. The left side, tree (AX) indicates a wooden building 
(Japanese schools were traditionally made of wood) and the right side is 
father (28) wearing a hat. Think of this as a teacher. 


=f — study school means school. 

/\\2#: 8 small school means elementary or primary school. 
{124% means middle school or junior high school. 

fate = means high school (abbreviated version of te eee AR). 


#Y--+ Renshu 7 


In this section you have been introduced to 36 new aL eas compounds. You 
can see them all in the following list and your task is to test your memory 
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by writing the meanings in the brackets after each word. Then check your 
answers by looking back through the previous sections. 


ABC ) AMC ) SRB ¢ +) BA CC) 
AS. (Ma (VA Ei 
BME ( 0) UEC CU) OE Cl) OC wK CCN 
Ie ee RIEL 
41) Be) i ee ee) 
mH Ol) OPC Ci)COKE ti) K CC”) 
HEl( 6) RRC) GE ¢) AFA (CO) 
RAC ) SBC +) AMBRE ) PRC) 
mee ()0|OU)lCU HE ti(‘(is A OCC*)SC RCO) 


BS DORAII (Kanji no yomikata) 
wy Readings 


In this section you are going to learn to say 11 adjectives (describing 
words), learnt in this unit, in Japanese. Look up the kunyomi (Japanese 
reading) for the following #2 in the unit chart at the back of the book. 


ig GIN y 2 iT eee A =| 


* “} has two kunyomi — sukuna(i) means few; suko(shi) means a little. 


Notice that part of the reading is written in brackets. This is the part 
which is written in O 5 2* 7. For example: taka(i) is written fal? 
meaning: tall, expensive. 


Memorise the whole reading including the part in brackets then try the 
activity that follows. 


OY. Rensha 8 


You are now going to practise reading the 11 adjectives as complete 
words including the U 5 #* 2 endings. Even if you have not yet worked 
through Unit 5, you can still do this because the whole word is given in 
the unit chart. And the answers are given at the back of the book. 


a) fale = by) HU) PSL ADQKEW 


e Fu ype gnwe h) BU 
Dee ook) Ae 


ONION 8 


HE < RYT «Kaku rensha 5 


In Units 1 and 2 you learnt some general rules for writing BEF. You put 
these into practice in Unit 3 to write YA numbers and in Unit 4 to write 
YF verbs. Now you are going to learn to write the ten AF from Activity 
8 in this unit. Use squared paper and focus on the proportions and overall 
balance of each 44. Once you feel confident, see if you can write them 
from memory. Keep saying the meaning (and the readings) to yourself as 
you write them to help fix all the different elements into your memory. 


lata tae 
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#012 Owari ni 


In this unit you have been introduced to a total of 39 single Bey through 
picture association and through analysing their component parts. You 
have also learnt 36 new 424% compounds and have practised reading 
and writing the WF words for 11 adjectives. Units 1—6 have altogether 
introduced you to 97 single #247, 100 #47 compounds (including 13 
surnames) and the whole U 5 #* %& syllabary! #0 T & 9 (omedeté) 
Congratulations! Of course, you might not remember all or even most of 
these but the purpose of this book is to help you understand more about 
Japanese script, about how it is made up and to find ways for you to 
break the 4% code and to build on your learning. Even Japanese people 
forget $27 from time to time; it takes time and practice to build up your 
knowledge of them. But remember — Japanese script can be fun to learn 
too! 


TAtk Tesuto 


A) The test at the end of Unit 4 contained a summary of all the single 
ay you had learnt up to that point. This activity pulls together all the 
single 44% you have learnt in this unit. Can you identify them all? They 
are in ascending order of stroke number. The answers are at the back but 
do not worry if you can not do them all on the first attempt — you can 
keep coming back to this activity! 


B) This activity is designed to test how well you remember the 
compound words you have learnt so far. The surnames are not included, 
you can review these by turning to Activity 7 of Unit 2. The words below 
are grouped by theme (loosely in some cases!). What do they mean in 
English? 
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Days of the week 


1) RHA 2) HA 


4) JK 
School and study 


S)) Nez 6) FRR 


8) Pa be 9) KF 
Countries 

1) HA 12) 
14) OK 15) BEER 
Food and drink 

17) “FA 18) BA 
20) %# 21) Ak 


Transport 


23) HH 24) HHL 


26) BH 27) AWM 


Animals 

28) AH 29) AMF 
People 

Sie a) 
34) WE 35) ke 
Shopping and travel 
37) BD 38) hi 
40) HA 41) (KA 
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3) 7KREA 


7) HP 
10) 5ae# 


13) KE 
16) cy 


19) 
22) BAK 


25) He 


30) AS 


33) A 
36) KF 


39) AH 


SEE Dai nanaka 
UNIT 7 


In this unit you will 


learn about the different types of #247 

learn more about #2 radicals and components 
identify LF meanings from their radical 

learn to write #4‘ in the correct proportions 


(LUMIZ Hajime ni 


In Units 2, 4 and 6 you looked at how simpler #2 are used as components 
of more complex ones. Look back over these units if you find now or later 
that you need to refresh your memory. In this unit you are going to look 
in more depth at ways you can crack the code for more complex aS. 
First of all you are going to test your memory of some of the complex 
wey you have learnt so far. 


1) What are the meanings of the 4% that follow? 

a K be 9 BF ak oc MW fy 

g) bb 0h) CO) COCW)Y:C ECi‘iw‘“‘C « aSSC«*d‘*YSPES 

m) n) 1K o) th p) 

2) What are the meanings of the left sides of the YF in this list? (You 


will not know the whole meaning at this stage.) Refcr to Unit 4 if you 
need more information about (a). 


a A ob) HR) HE KR COC MH Of) Fo) 
ne pM jy wHR prR mst nn kK 


f%it— Kaisetsu1 Types of ti 


There are a number of ways in which #4 have been developed. You are 
already familiar with the first three of these categories: 
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1) Pictorial #47 


These fairly simple HS derive from pictures of nature. Examples are 
LL (mountain), J\\ (river) and A. (person). They make up about 2-3% of 
all Be. 


2) Simple abstract % 


These Yi‘ convey abstract ideas through symbols, for example, the 
numbers (Unit 3). There are only a very few of this kind. 


3) Complex pictorial ay 


These are made up of two or more basic pictorial iF which together 
convey a new meaning. Examples are #K (wood), 8 (man) and 44 (bright) 
but Activity 2 in the introduction to this unit has more examples which 
you will be learning. Again, this type of YF makes up about 2-3% of 


all Ba. 
4) Sound and meaning Leas 


Part of the 24% conveys the general meaning and part conveys the 
pronunciation (onyomi or Chinese reading). By identifying the component 
parts you have a clue to the meaning and how to say it. Examples (from 
Activity 2) include LF (time) and fy, (turn). About 90% of ae belong 
to this group. 

This unit is going to focus on categories 3) and 4) and you are going to 
learn ways of cracking the LF code! 


fii — Kaisetsu2 4% components 


As you have already learnt, more complex YF are made up of simpler 
ones which we have called components. One of these components, known 
as the radical, often gives a clue to the general meaning of the whole 
Yi. Many radicals are themselves EF, usually of the simple pictorial 
kind. In dictionaries, #5 are grouped by their radical (same radical, 
same group). You will learn more about this later in the unit. 

In Activity 2 in the introduction to this unit, you identified the left part of 
each #25. You were, in fact, identifying the radical in this activity — the 
most common location of a radical is on the left side of a . There are 
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in total 214 radicals according to the traditional Chinese classification. 
The purpose of this unit is to introduce you to a few of the more common 
radicals and to make you familiar with the idea of radicals so that you 
have a solid foundation to build on. 


¥) RY Renshi 1 


In this activity you will have a go at identifying new 85% which are 
formed by combining two or more pictorial ey (category 3 from 
earlier). You have already come across some of these new EF in Activity 
2 in the introduction to this unit. Beneath these are a number of stories 
and meanings. See if you can match each WEF with a story and meaning 
by looking at the components that make up the #244 


a) fa = b) c) HH d) w& e) f) WE 
ga bh R i) KR j) H HH 1 #w 


Stories and meanings 


1) Three women together are very wicked! Meaning: wickedness. 

2) Heaping fire upon fire creates a blaze. Meaning: blaze, flame. 

3) A fire burning wood (two trees). Meaning: burn, kindle. 

4) A field burnt by fire is ready for cultivation. Meaning: cultivated 
field. 

5) The mouth of the bird creates birdsong. Meaning: cry, chirp (of 
birds, animals). 

6) A person’s words are to be believed. Meaning: believe. 

7) The three mouths (the lines in two look like tongues) chanted in 
unison. Meaning: chant, recite. 

8) They dug up the rice field and buried the treasure in the earth 
beneath. Meaning: be buried. 

9) The visual image is ‘speaking fiery words’. Meaning: discussion, 
conversation. 

10) ‘Speaking five mouths’. In other words, five languages. Meaning: 
language(s). 

11) The sun rising above the horizon. Meaning: dawn. 

12) The child is attached to its ancestors by a genetic thread (there is a 
short line above the thread which is attached to the child). Meaning: 
grandchild. 
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fii3t—= Kaisetsu 3 More about radicals 
and components 


In the last activity you got to the meaning of the EF by linking the 
components into a story. You can do this with many EF and even 
though sometimes the story or link may seem far-fetched, if the meanings 
of the components are kept consistent, this method can be a very useful 
code-breaker and memory ‘jog’ when learning new 1 


You have already learnt in this unit that the radical of a WF usually 
conveys it its general meaning. Let us look at this in more detail using the 
radical @ (say). Some YF follow which contain this radical (on the left 
side): 


i (narrative, history) WX (translation) 
ii (proof, certificate) #4 (tune) 

we (conversation) nt (poem) 

i (language) @ (lesson) 


Si 


These examples show that the radical indicates a general link with the 
meaning of speech or words (including musical ‘words’ or notes in the 
case of #a — tune). Now let us look at some of the more common radicals. 
Remember there are 214 altogether but the aim of this unit is to introduce 
you to the idea of radicals and to show you ways in which they can be 
helpful in learning EF. 


Here are the lefthand radicals which you identified in Activity 2 
(introduction). You learnt the meanings in earlier units. 


A. (person) IJ (mouth) +E (earth) 

& (woman) H (sun, day) -f (child) 

FAA (moon) AK (tree) XK (fire) 

HH (rice field) (eye) ‘a (say; words) 
4 (gold, metal — as a radical it normally means ‘mctal’) 
HE (car, vehicle also wheel) 


You have already learnt that a YF may change shape slightly when 
used as a radical. Here are some examples (the radical is on the left): 


1) Radicals may appear ‘squashed’ HH (radical = earth) 
2) Radicals may have some shorter strokes #K (radical = tree) 
3) Radicals may change their shape 4K (radical = person) 
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Here are two more useful radicals whose shape differs from the GE you 
have met already: 


JK (water) as a lefthand radical —> YH (looks like three splashes of water) 
=F (hand) as a lefthand radical > Hi (squashed and the top line has gone) 


One more point to note before you begin the next activity is that two of 
the radicals already mentioned have two meanings. They are: 


FA (moon) but this has the second meaning ‘flesh’ (from a ‘squashed’ 
version of AY — fiesh/meat) 

H (sun) but can also take the meaning ‘speak’ (from Fl ‘to speak’. A 
tongue in a mouth — although this is rare!) 


HY — Renshu 2 


In this activity you will look at a number of @&‘¥ with the radical missing. 
The meaning of the full #47 is given (plus a story where appropriate) 
and you have to decide which radical (from the list given in Explanation 3) 
will complete the #7. Here is an example to help you: 


ny Components: tongue and mouth. Story: you must drink water to 
live. Meaning: to live. Answer: {4 (radical = water). 


a) AK Components: root (of tree). Story: the root/origin of a person is 
their body. Meaning: body. 

b) J Component: a marker or post. Story: rice fields mark a town’s 
boundarics. Meaning: town. 

c) ‘$ Component: measurement. Story: the villagers measured and 
cut wood to make their homes. Meaning: village. 

d) AS Components: tree and short top branches = not yet (that is, not 
yet a fully grown tree) Story: someone who is not yet a woman. 
Meaning: younger sister. 

e) J Component: a marker or post. Story: fire on a post makes a 

lamp to mark your way. Meaning: lamp. 

Component: axc. Story: with his hand he wiclded the axe to 

break the object. Meaning: break, snap, fold. 

g) B& Component: pcople, nation. Story: the people closed their eyes 
and slept. Meaning: s/eep. 

h) X* Component: dog. Story: dogs bark with their mouths. Meaning: 
bark. 


a 


f) 


92 BEGINNER’S JAPANESE SCRIPT 


i) ‘Sf Component: mcasurement. Story: part of the body (flesh) 
used as an old measurement, from elbow to fingertip. Meaning: 
elbow. 

j) HA Component: white. Story: the hotel we stayed at had water and 
clean white towels. Meaning: stay at. 

k) -- Component: ten, but imagine it to be a needle with thread coming 
out of it (horizontal line). Story: needles arc made of metal. 
Meaning: needle. 

1) —+ 4\ Components: two (+ a shape which looks like a nose! In the 

YF the two is above the nose). Story: the car’s two wheels 
rotate. Meaning: fo rotate, turn. 

m) =f Components: earth and measurement = temple (think of the 
Buddhist priests plotting out the area of land before building the 
temple). Story: the temple bell struck each hour all through 
the day. Meaning: time, hour. 


How did you get on? Here are the Bey you have identified, complete 
with their radical and meaning. Think about how the radical gives a clue 
to the general meaning and how you can fit the components together into 
a story. 


a) 4K (body) b) HY (town) c) #f (village) 
d) 4 (younger sister) e) kJ (lamp) f) Hf (fold, snap) 
g) [IK (sleep) h) 8R (bark) i) AY (elbow) 

j) 7H (stay at) k) &F (needle) 1) #& (turn) 


m) fA (time) 


3 = Renshu 3 


In Activity 2 in the introduction to this unit you identified the lefthand 
radicals of i‘ but not the full meaning. You have now come across all 
these mcanings so turn back to Activity 2 on page 87, and sce if you can 
identify all the 424. The answers are in Renshii | and 2. 


f#3%P4 Kaisetsu 4 Locating the radical 


So far you have identified radicals on the left side of BE. This is the 
most common position of a radical but not the only one. Here are the 
other locations with examples (the radical is in brackets). 
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Right side }% shape (2) #8 capital (B ) 


Above # tea (ce) ve cheap ("7) 
Below on enjoyable (AX) a emergency (ALY) 


Surround — complete country (14) 
Surround — partial Ji shop (J) #81 road, way (4_) Fl listen (Fl) 


Some radicals are located in more than one position. For example, AX 
(tree) is found: 


1) left side (4K woods) 2) above (4 investigate) 
3) below (oe enjoy) 


And in different positions, some radicals change their shape. For example, 
K (fire): 


1) left side 4H (field) 2) below A (boil) Here it looks like four 
small flames 


And +L (heart): 
1) left side {fi (feeling) 2) below ‘sk (emergency) 


$7 PY = Renshu 4 


The box contains some common radicals found in the righthand position, 
or above, below or surround. Their names/meanings are given in brackets. 


ig (vegetation) me (yawn) ae (vapour) 


B (village) 1. (lid) > (hat!) 


7 (cover) ne or sus (fire) 
Q (enclosure) oy (hole) 


At (bamboo) 


wy (rain) Nor NS (heart) 


Look at the #5 a—m and decide 1) which is its radical (from the box) 
and 2) its location. Here is an example to help you. Think as well how the 
radical may indicate the general meaning. 


fl Rei: 4% (potato) 1) vegetation radical 
2) above (link: a potato ts a vegetable) 
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a) ‘& (cheap) b) AE (flower) 
Cc) yn (capital city) d) #8 (large city) 
e) M (picture, diagram) f) WK (song) 


g) 3 (writing brush) h) FEL (black) 
i) 2 (air, sky) j) 4 (army) 
k) %& (spirit) 1) F& (think) 
m) 3; (snow) 


(MH. Kaisetsu5 Pi‘ readings 


It has already becn mentioned earlier on in this unit that as well as the 
radical often giving the general meaning of YF, the other component(s) 
sometimes indicate the reading (onyomi). Below are six YE whose 
right sides (or in the case of temple the whole YF ) are all the same and 
are read either J/ or SHI. 


Sf (temple) JI IRF (time) JI 4 (hold) JI 
4 (samurai) JI IRF (tower, soar) JI wt (poem) SHI 


Notice how the left side (the radical) gives a clue to the meaning. We 
have discussed some already, for example, Eri (poem) has the radical 
(say, words). 4 (hold) has the radical =F (hand-remember it changes its 
shape slightly). Look at the radicals of the others and think about how 
these give a pointer to their meaning. (The radical for temple is ‘earth’). 


*] Yt =Rensha 5 


This activity gets you to look at WEF whose right sides and onyomi 
reading are the same. You will first be given the right side (this can stand 
alone as a #5 too) and then will choose from a sclection of radicals 
(the full 4 is also given in brackets) which radical gives the full EF 
its particular meaning. Refer to pp. 90-1, 93 if you can not remember the 
meaning of a radical. The first one has been done for you. 


Right side: 41 (SHO) Meaning: call, scnd for, summon 
Radicals (7%) Meanings 


a) GA) i) beckon, invite (ey 
b) H (HA) ii) inherit Ga) 
c) IK (#4) ili) imperial edict, decree (__) 
d) & (4) iv) clear, bright ( ) 
e) a (ff) v) swamp, marsh ( ) 
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Answers 
i) = a= 44 (link: beckon with your hand) 
ii) = d = 4A (link: inheritance ‘thread’ to relatives) 
iii) = e = AA (link: spoken ‘summons’ = decree) 
iv) = b = B§ (link: sun and bright) 
v) =c = #] (link: swamps are watery) 
EYk— Hinto1 
Sometimes the right side meaning can be clearly included in the link (as 
in i-iii) and sometimes it is not quite so clear (as in iv and v). 


EYL — Hinto 2 
The radicals are given in their full #47 form but they may change shape 
when used as part of a BF as you have already learnt (as in i and v). 


1) Right side: ¥f (SEI) Meaning: blue 
Radicals (EF) Meanings 


a) 4) (heart) (ff) i) purify, cleanse ( ) 
by (His) ii) request, ask { ) 

=) us (ii) iii) spirit/white rice/purity (__) 

d) a (iif) iv) fine weather, clear up (_ ) 

e) 2K (rice) (Hi) v) feeling, emotion ( ) 

2) Right side: 47 (SAKU) No meaning 
Radicals (EF) Meanings 

a) H (HE) i) yesterday, previous (_ ) 
by Ae Gi) ii) make, create ( ) 
c) K (XE) iii) vinegar (an) 
d) yy (liquid, alcohol) (BE) iv) explosion ( ) 


3) Right side: -f (KAN) Meaning: get dry, parch 
Radicals (EEF) Meanings 

a) — (FF) i) wickedness, mischief ( 
b) & (af) ii) liver 

c) IK (iF) iii) perspire 
d) AA (flesh) (AF) iv) snore 


Fem aS fe eS 
Nee ee ee ae es ee 


e) 24 (nose) (MF) v) pole, rod 
neal (4) vi) restrain 
g) H (B) vii) drought, dry weather 
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fEBLTS Kaisetsu6 Using %‘Y- 
dictionaries 


How did you get on in the last activity? It is important to restate at 
this stage that although many YES have a part which gives a clue to 
the reading (of the onyomi) and that the radical often gives a clue 
to the general meaning, they do not all fall into these categories. 
However, remember, you can really begin to make inroads into your 
learning of #5 when you have some rules and clues like this to 
help you. 


Knowing about radicals does become essential when you start to use a 
yeas dictionary. As you learnt in the introduction, the Japanese Ministry 
of Education made a list of 1942 #4 which are essential to know in 
everyday communication. However, there are many more 2} than this 
which are used in specialist, academic and pre-war writings and documents. 
(Compare this situation with the many more words in an English dictionary 
than most people know or use in everyday life.) A YF dictionary, 
therefore, may have 5000 or more entries but many of these are not in 
common usage. 


The most commonly used #‘% dictionary for non-Japanese people is 
the Japanese-English Character Dictionary by Andrew Nelson (but 
often referred to simply as ‘Nelson’). YF are traditionally looked up 
in a dictionary by first identifying the radical and then locating the 
section where all #5 with this radical are grouped. Radicals are 
ordered by their number of strokes from those of one stroke through 
to those of 16/17 (in Nelson). The number and type of radical does 
vary slightly from dictionary to dictionary. In Nelson each radical is 
numbered (from 1-214) and its number is clearly printed at the top of 
every page so that it is easy to turn to the section you are looking for. 
There is a list of all the radicals with their number in the inside front 
cover. 


Once you have identified the radical and turned to the relevant section, 
you next count the number of remaining strokes in the EF you are 
looking up, excluding the radical stroke number. All 82° with the same 
radical are grouped according to the number of remaining strokes, from 
| through to the highest number (this can be up to 24 or more in the case 
of very complicated LF). As an extra guide, on the side of every page, 
the radical on that page is given in square brackets with the number 
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of remaining strokes grouped on the same page printed next to it. For 
example: 


four remaining strokes. 


a tells you that on this page are #RF with the radical AX and 
LI 


Here are the steps for looking up a PE ee (using Nelson). You want to find 
the meaning of #X: 


1) You identify the radical (AX). 

2) Count the number of its strokcs (four). 

3) Turn to the radical list in the inside cover, find AK in the 4-stroke 
group and make a note of its number (75). 

4) Turn to section 75 (radical numbers are labelled at the top of each 
page). 

5) Count the number of remaining strokes in #X (four). 


6) Find the sub-section containing all BEF with four remaining strokes 
(quick reference at the side of each page). 

7) Run your eye down the YF listed until you find 4%. Meaning: 
branch. 


If you know the pronunciation of the ey you can look it up in the 
index at the back. Look through all YA of the same reading until you 
see the one you want. There is a number next to it (every WF is given 
its own number). Find this number by looking at the bottom edge of 
each page. 

These steps are to help you get started if you want to use a WEF dictionary. 
Identifying the radical is not always easy (Nelson lists a scries of steps at 
the beginning of the dictionary to assist you) and at the beginning you are 
bound to make mistakes in counting the number of strokes. But practice 
makes perfect (!) and with time and experience you will be able to master 
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looking up even very complicated 2. You can now see one reason 
why writing 4% correctly is so important — so that you can count how 
many strokes there are! 


If you have access to a #2‘F dictionary, start by looking up the BF you 
have been introduced to in this unit because the radical has already been 
identified for you. 


PE < BRYN «Kaku renshu 6 


This is the last formal teaching section for writing in this book (although 
in Unit 10 you will be taught techniques for letter writing), This writing 
section is going to focus on the balance between the components of Pe eee 
(this has already been mentioned in Units 4 and 6). The {2 that follow 
have left sides which you are already familiar with as separate AF but 
which change their shape slightly when used as radicals. Copy the models 
carefully and notice changes in size, proportion and orientation of the 
radical. Look carefully at the way the whole YF is written and do not let 
the different components divide and look like separate YB. As a tule of 
thumb, where there is a left and right side, the left side takes up one-third 
and the right side two-thirds. 

The #57 you are going to learn to write are: IRF (time), 4 (cultivated 
field), #¥ (village), 7H (stay), £f (needle), i (turn), 4K (younger sister), 
J# (bury) and 4& (spirit). 


Tee 
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Cee 


' 
' 

' 

: : 
ore 
aa 
‘ 

— 
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Je lle lle 


ALA 


#02 Owari ni 


In this unit you have covered more than 70 + and 38 of the 214 
radicals. However, the purpose of this unit was to introduce you to a 
technique of breaking down #&‘F into their component parts in order 
to extract meaning. Therefore, you are not expected to remember all the 
+ which you have analysed during this unit. More important is the 
method you have been introduced to for de-coding #57. The unit chart 
at the back, therefore, will not include all the 4 from this unit, but 
those learnt in Renshii 1 and 2 will be included for reference purposes. 


Units 8, 9 and 10 will build on the knowledge and techniques that you 
have acquired from the first seven units of this book. Unit 8 covers general 
signs and information notices that you would see if you went to Japan; 
Unit 9 teaches 7 ¥ # F (katakana) the script for non-Japanese words; 
and Unit 10 offers you the chance to read a variety of Japanese texts. You 
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could take these units in any order — Unit 8, for example, teaches a large 
number of signs and so you might wish to ‘dip into’ that unit and then 
move on and return to it at a later date. It is up to you — you take control 
of your learning and if you find that something is difficult, or you just 
want a change, then move on to another unit. 


VG Dai hachika 
UNIT 8 


In this unit you will 


e learn to read everyday signs and written information 

* find clues and stories to help you remember new #59 words 
e learn to recognise different writing styles 

e look at authentic everyday street signs and information 


About this unit 


You will be introduced to a large number of @% signs in this unit with 
lots of clues to help you remember them. You are certainly not expected 
to remember them all but to help you progress through this unit, the 
whe Build up sections contain additional YF words which you can 
leave out or come back to later if you find there is already enough new 
information to take in. 


tkUMIZ Hajime ni 


When we travel around places, even within our own local area, we are 
constantly being informed by written signs and notices all around us. We 
pick out the information of use or interest (‘sale’, ‘no entry’, ‘closed’, 
‘danger’) and scan over the information we do not require. Visitors to Japan 
with no knowledge of written Japanese are struck almost immediately by 
the lack of information they are able to get from the signs and notices 
around them. There is some information in English, particularly in larger 
cities such as Tokyo, but your experience of Japan can be so much richer 
if you can understand some of the information that 1s written in Japanese. 


When children first learn to read they will obsessively read out all the 
shop names and road signs they see. In the same way, once you can 
recognise some of the common signs in Japanese, your eyes will feast on 
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the new source of information open to you. Neon signs, advertisements, 
shop notices, tourist placcs, signs at stations — you find yourself able to 
operate much more efficiently and with more confidence because you can 
pick out the information you need and get to the places you want to go to. 


This and the next unit will introduce you to some of the more common signs 
you may see around you in Japan. And not only in Japan — television 
programmes and films often show neon lights and other signs written in 
Japanese which, once you have completed this book, you can have a go at 
reading. And in Japanese department stores, restaurants and other speciality 
shops in large cities outside Japan you see many signs and information 
written in Japanese. So there are plenty of opportunities to practise what 
you are going to learn in this unit. 


1) First of all you are going to try reading some common signs which 
you have already learnt in previous units. The =F words that follow 
have a box of English mcanings beneath them (with clucs and stories in 
brackets where necessary). Can you match them up? 


a AO vb) HHA c) & d) BH e) £9 
f) Fo 2») & hy RA, 0) A ieee 
k) SR 12) AR m HE n) FA oo) HA 


1) immigration (enter a country) 9) emigration (exit a country) 
2) train (electric vehicle) 10) adult (big person) 

3) child (small person) 11) school 

4) cntrance 12) exit 


5) up 13) down 
6) 1000 yen 14) women 
7) men 15) temple 
8) holiday 


The answers in the back also have in brackets the number of the unit where 
the word was first introduced so that you can look it up again if you need to. 


HAIZCDWT (Nihon ni tsuite) 
About Japan 
A quick note about E 9 (up) and F 9 (down): these signs are used 


specifically on trains. ‘Up’ trains are travelling to Tokyo (from any 
direction) and ‘down’ trains are travelling away from Tokyo. 
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Mivi— Kaisetsul %* for places 


There are a number of 4 which are used to indicate different types of 
places such as shops, rooms, public institutions and offices. Let us look at 
seven key ones. They are: 


1) Wi (shop) 2) IB (store, roof ) 3) Jr) (bureau, office) 
4) i (place) 5) 3 (place) 6) ff (hall, large building) 
7) Ba (garden) 


Now let us look at each one in more detail. 


1) (shop). The radical for this is J” which means ‘dotted cliff? 
(J means ‘cliff’). Both these radicals indicate some type of enclosure. 
Think of it in this case as the roof and back wall of the shop. The front 
wall is, of course, a window and so is open. Inside the shop is b (fortune) 
and HJ (mouth), together meaning rf (fortune telling). To run a shop you 
have to be good at divining the customer’s needs! 


2) E (store, roof). The radical is * meaning ‘flag’. Within it is & 
(meaning ‘arrive’) which has within it a (earth). The flag is a banner 
advertising a newly built store (earth connection!), waiting for the 
customers to arrive! 


3) Jr} (bureau, office). The radical again is F* (flag) and within it is a 
mouth or opening enclosed on two sides. This #5 is used in words 
such as ‘post office’ so think of it as the glass counter behind which the 
office clerk sits. The ‘flag’ is the board calling the next customer! 


4 and 5) Fit and 4 (place). Fit is generally used to indicate an office 
or ‘over-the-counter’ type of place (tourist information office, foreign 
exchange bureau) whereas 3% has the general meaning ‘grounds’ (hence 
+t. — earth — as the radical). The radical for Ff is P' (flag with ‘one’ above 
it) and this by itself means ‘door’. You came across the right side in the 
previous unit, } meaning ‘axe’. (Use the axe on the door to mark the 
spot or place!) 


6) fF (hall, large building). This YF is often used in public or 
government buildings. You should recognise the left side. It is the radical 
version of ££ (food). The right side has the general meaning of 
‘government’. Put together, large halls (such as concert halls, art galleries) 
are often funded by local government and you can usually buy refreshments 
too! 
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7) bl (garden). This EF is very easy to remember! First, there is the 
radical which you have already come across in the previous unit — [| 
which means ‘enclosure’ or, in this case, the walls around a garden. 
Within the walls there is =: (earth — think of flower beds!), 1 (mouth — 
but think of this as a pond!) and off the ‘pond’ are a number of garden 
paths. Can you see it now? 


7) HY— Renshi 1 


Now let us put what you have learnt so far into practice. Some ay 
which you have already learnt follow. The English meaning is in brackets 
and, remember, if you want to review a “iF at any time, look up the 
English word in the index and it will refer you back to the page where 
you first learnt it. There are also some new 2 with some tips on how 
to remember them. Here are the #2: 


Ft (sell) #¥ (write) AX (book) /\ (800) Wi (meat) K (drink) 
Hf (vehicle) =F (hand) 


FLAG art (the first G4 looks like an artist’s easel!). 


ii city, market (woman in hat holding shopping bags). 

LT. construction (looks like scaffolding or tower!). 

4s public (/\ eight + Z\ looks like a nose! Eight nosey people = the 
public!). 

I drawing, map (_] is the picture frame, the inside is modern art). 

fA fish (components: hook, rice field, fire. The fish is hooked, cooked 


on fire, eaten with rice). 

rice wine, alcohol (water radical indicates liquid. Right side looks 
like a decanter). 

tea (vegetation radical indicates tea lcaves + umbrella shape for 
drinking tea under). 

medicine (vegetation and tree indicate herbal medicine. FA] white + 
four short strokes = aspirin dissolving!). 

wash (water radical on left). 


a 


sx 


Now you are going to match some common signs and shop names with 
their English equivalents. 
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a) bookshop (two answers) 1) Aa ( ) 
b) a newsstand, a kiosk 2) He Jey ( ) 
c) pharmacy (two answers) 3) Wy (s) 
d) butcher’s 4) SO ( ) 
e) toilet (hand washing) 5) We ( ) 
f) art gallery 6) BRA () 
g) greengrocer’s (800 varieties!) (focus on 2nd + 3rd $A) 
h) park 7) 7K ( ) 
i) fishmonger’s 8) We Fat ( ) 
j) market (place) 9) ee Gy) 
k) library 10) Ale ( ) 
1) tea/coffee shop 11) ee ea ( ) 
m) wine shop, liquor store 12) Kil =¢ ) 
n) drinking place, bar 13) LH ( ) 
0) factory 14) \HlB ( ) 
15) AEB Ga 
16) fale (_—) 
ly ein 


fiii—. Kaisetsu 2 More about places 


How did you get on with this activity? Some of the words need further 
explanantion. /\ Hi /# (greengrocer’s) literally means ‘800 shop’ so think 
of 800 types of fruit and vegetables! You should have worked out 
the meaning of BEE hi (coffee/tea shop) from the second and third 
YA. The first one BE has a general meaning of ‘eat, drink, smoke’ and 
its radical 1 (mouth) indicates this general meaning. It is not widely 
used and focusing on the second two (‘7 gives you the meaning. Ly 
(factory) and 13 (market) are both places which have grounds and so 
use 4% for ‘place’. 


HAIZDWT (Nihon ni tsuite) 
About Japan 


$F VE (toilet) has hiragana $ (o) at the beginning which is used in 
front of some words to make them sound more polite and genteel. This is 
sometimes translated as ‘honourable’, so in this case ‘the honourable hand 
washing (place)’ although its real meaning is toilet! The end hiragana \* 
is sometimes left off (see this book cover for an example of this sign). 
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iy build up 1 More place names 


As explained in the introduction, these sections will teach additional 
#2 words which you can leave out or come back to later if you fecl 
you have taken in enough at this stage. 


The following @‘% are key to the additional place names introduced 
further on: 

1) +E (master) 2) IN (station) 

3) ‘cd (convenience; mail) 4) 47 (go) 

Now let’s look at them in detail. 


1) £ looks like a candlestick with a flame on top so you can remember 
it as ‘candle’ (its real meaning is ‘master’). It is a component of the 
following two BE: 


EE (reside, stop-over) ‘€ (reside, dwell) 


EE The radical is 8§ (horse). In old times, stop-over places or inns were 
a place to rest horses on a long journey. A welcoming candle in the 
window would light your way. 


4" The radical is A. (person). A person is master (real meaning of +) in 
their own residence. 


Places 


EEHLY; Car park (stop-over place for vehicles) 
4A Address (place of residence) 


2) BR The radical is ‘horse’, the right side JX is the measurement ‘foot’. 
Think of it in this case as being R for railway. Meaning: Railway station 
(before trains, transport was by horse!). 


3) {8 (convenience; mail) The left side is person, the right is —~ (one) 
and #, (tug). Here are two words it is used in — you supply the story! 


Places 
{Ff Toilet, urinal (A place for your convenience, perhaps? The 


first ZF might conjure up a strong image here!) 
Hf (i Je) Post office (first two YF both mean ‘mail’ plus Jy — 


“bureau’) 
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4) 47 (to go) The radical { means ‘going person’. 


Places 


ERAT (bank) $8 means ‘silver’ (radical 4= is metal). Story: 
go to the bank to get silver (money) 

Ba We et (shopping area) You should recognise hh (shop), fi] 
means ‘trade’, #8 consists of double earth Ge) 
between 47 and means ‘street’ or ‘quarters’ (earth 
piled up to make a road) 

WATE A (travel information) R47 means ‘travel’. Jie has the 
left side radical J¥ which means ‘direction’, the right 
side comes from 4 meaning ‘clothes’. Story: go (41) 
in the direction of a holiday with a suitcase of clothes! 
38 At means ‘information (place)’. Quick story for 
3£: tourists would certainly want more information 
about a woman wearing a large hat in a tree! (AW is 
introduced later in this unit) 


5) More places containing at (place): 

Fe EP (Money exchange place). Fy means ‘both’. You can see IJ 
(mountain) within this with a small mountain on both sides of the large 
one! The upper part of ## (exchange) looks like two people who are 
exchanging. Both gain from the exchange! 

ti A (Fare adjustment office). You learnt the first YF in Unit 7: it 
means ‘purity’ or ‘white rice’. The radical means ‘rice’. Focus on this 
meaning to give you a story for the whole word. In ancient times, rice 
rather than money was used as payment including fares! 


HAIZDVWC (Nihon ni tsuite) 
About Japan 


If you travel by underground in Japan and do not know the fare to your 
destination, buy the cheapest ticket and pay the difference when you 
arrive, at the #45221 — fare adjustment office. 

6) More places containing 4 (place): 


WTC (Ticket office). TCH literally means ‘selling place’. YJ] means 
‘cut? (JJ means ‘sword’). 4F means ‘token’ and has 1% (bamboo) at the 
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top and Af (attach) below. Maybe in ancient times a ticket was a token 
cut from bamboo! 


833 (theatre). 1#] means drama. If you look hard enough you can make 
out the outline of the arch and curtains around a stage with a kabuki actor 
standing in the middle! 


7) More places containing fff (hall): 


HRI HE (cinema). Focus on [i] which means ‘picture’ but you can 
also see within it four squares representing the screens of a multi-screen 
cinema! 


Jie #8 (Japanese inn). Ii means ‘travel’. A place to stay when travelling. 


te fH (museunt). You learnt 49) in Unit 4 — it means ‘things’. Focus on 
# meaning PhD or esteem. Esteemed items are kept in museums. Also, 
think of the left side of T# as an ancient Japanese sword! 


"] ee — Renshu 2 


In the previous #2‘ Build up section you were introduced to 15 more 
place names. The following activity gives you the chance to see how 
many you can now recognise. If you do not get them all on the first try, 
simply go back over the explanations — then try again! 


Match the English words (there are clues in brackets) to the HEF words 
in the box. 


a) Travel information (woman in tree) 

b) Japanese inn (travel place) 

c) Museum (Japanese sword) 

d) Theatre (proscenium arch) 

e) Car park (stop-overs for horses!) 

f) Address (master of residence) 

g) Fare adjustment office (pay with rice) 
h) Money exchange (two people exchange) 
i) Shopping area (double earth for road) 
j) Railway station (horse + R for railway) 
k) Ticket office (cut bamboo selling place!) 
1) Bank (go to bank for silver money) 

m) Cinema ( four squares = four screens) 
n) Post office (mail bureau) 

0) Toilet (convenience/your own story) 


2) FEAT ( ) 3) BRC) 
5) iy ( ) 6) BRAT (+) 


8) WR4ITAAPT (+) 9) WeRAT ( ) 
11) WFRFER (+) 12) BUG) 
14) WEE ( —) 15) TEPOEE ( —) 


M2R= Kaisetsu3 WH Signs 


You have so far been exposed to a total of 47 place names (or 32 if you 
missed out the 447 Build up section). Next you are going to learn to 
recognise more common signs and written information containing #5 
or components that you are already familiar with. These are: 


1) aE (vehicle) 2) ees (room) 3) ES (country) 
4) Ki (seat) 5) WW (thing) 6) Bb (fee) 

Now let us look at these in detail. 

1) Hi (vehicle). Here are five YF words containing HE: 


Z= HE unoccupied taxi {iH occupied taxi 4!) HE long-distance train 
i G HL sleeper train FH #2 Hi bicycle 


22 HE and i HL. These signs are displayed on the windscreens of taxi 
cabs and at car parks. 2= means ‘sky’ or ‘empty’ and, if you look carefully, 
looks like an aeroplane taking off into the air from a runway! It is also 
used in 22 ¥4§ (airport). 

iff means ‘full’ or ‘enough’. The radical is water and it contains a 
component you have already learnt in this unit, Hy (both). Above this is 
the component ‘vegetation’. Story: water and vegetation together are 
enough to live on! 

HN FE You have already learnt 7 Hf (electric train). This is used generically 
but also for local trains, whereas J\i\HE denotes long-distance trains. The 
righthand component |) looks like a long rail track! 

££ @ HL. 4 means ‘pedestal’ but can you see a person with a large nose 
Zs lying on a bed! % means ‘to sleep’ and has the radical ~> (lid), in 
this case ‘roof’. On the left is a component which looks like a bed 
standing upright — the type you pull down from the wall on a train. 

A #5 HE. You met #% (turn, rotate) in Unit 7. H means ‘automatic’ or 
‘self’. You can see F] (cye) with an extra short stroke. Think of this as a 
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small nose (between the eyes!). The Japanese point to their nose 
(rather than their chest) when thcy refer to ‘me’. Altogether we have 
‘self-rotating vehicle’, in other words, a bicycle! 


2) 48 (room). This is similar to #8 (shop) which you learnt earlier in this 
unit (Kaisetsu 1). The radical is different. Here it is ” (lid, roof). The 
lower part is #2 (arrive) but focus on its difference from ‘shop’ because it 
has a roof — ‘rooms have roofs’. Here are two °F words containing %e: 


2 Western-style room Ae Japanese-style room 


¥£28 and #lZ are words used in hotels and estate agents. INE 
(Japanese-style rooms) have tatami mats on the floor, futon mattresses to 
sleep on and Japanese baths whereas Fe 8 (Western-style rooms) have 
carpets on the floor and in hotels have Western beds and bathrooms. 


i means ‘ocean’ (the West is across the ocean!) and the radical is 
‘water’. The right side =E means ‘sheep’ (can you see the horns of the 
ram?), an animal associated with the West. 


All is the old Chinese word for Japan. You learnt it as ‘peace’ in Unit 3 
(as part of the Showa era). The left side AR represents the ears of rice as 
it grows in the fields, and rice is Japan’s staple food. 


3) |] (country). Here are five words containing this wey: 


Fa] Py domestic Ab {sl abroad, foreign Abe] Fy foreign exchange 
Fe] Ewa international phone A El #2 passport control 


(Ay means inside (inside the country). You can see a person A inside a 
frame. (Do not confuse with I flesh — two persons in a frame). 


Sb means outside (outside the country). The radical A means ‘evening’ 
(imagine it as a crescent moon shape) and imagine a person h standing 
outside looking at the moon. Abf&l A. means ‘foreigner’ (outsider). 
Abel 74 4¥ contains meaning ‘exchange’ (p. 109). 


Fe] PRE ff. You learnt #i A (telephone) in Unit 6. BX is used to indicate 
‘international’ and consists of the radical ‘village’ (think of the global 
village) and 4% meaning ‘festival’. (Think of the upper part being a 
marquee and the lower part a trestle table, set up for a féte or festival.) 


A Esl 4 BE. First you have enter the country (to entcr a country you have 
to show your passport). Focus then on *¥. You learnt in Kaisetsu 1 that 
the component / means ‘government’ and passport control is a government 
or civil service organisation. 
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4) Jié (seat). The radical is J (dotted cliff) but for this 4 imagine it 
is the roof and side of a train carriage (with electric cable on the roof). 
The component within looks like a computer game character! He has a 
square head, stick body and arms. You cannot see his legs because he is 
sitting down! Here are two signs containing 


Hi AAJIB unreserved seat #22 JB reserved seat 


You have already learnt that H means ‘self’. A FH means ‘freedom’ — 
the freedom to make your own (self) decisions. With /#§ it means ‘free/ 
unreserved seat’. 


4 means ‘finger/indicate’. The general meaning is indicated by the 
lefthand radical ‘hand’ (from 4). #2 means ‘fixed’. The general meaning 
(putting a limit on something) is indicated by the radical ~** (a crown or 
in this case a lid). Therefore the seats indicated are limited/reserved. 
Note: #2 means ‘set meal’ (in other words, the menu is fixed). 

5) ® (thing). You first learnt this in Unit 4 (p. 50). 

fap luggage, parcel 24199 left behind by mistake/lost luggage 


Look at 44 as a picture of a suitcase (1) coming through the conveyor belt 

at the airport! 3 means ‘forgotten’. Remember that the radical -L» (heart) 

is used for emotions and thoughts. [7 means ‘deceased’ or ‘lost’. 

6) B} ( fee). Focus on the radical HK (rice) which you know can represent 

payment: 

#14 means fee (lit ‘fee money’) 

A3G*T means entrance Jee (lit ‘enter place fee’) 

#E8+ means admission free (lit ‘no fee’). #£ means ‘nothing’ and 
looks like a prison window with no prisoner inside! 


Y= Renshi 3 


In the last section you were introduced to 22 new information words and 
three new general Y2°% (28, J, Bb). Test yourself by seeing how 
many you can recognise (write the English meanings in the brackets). If 
you cannot remember all of them at first, check your answers by looking 
back through the section. 


ca: al Gn |: dS | aay! ) 
=O cq J Ge = 3 AE ( BA”) 
Abel ¢ =) SREBA (CO) Sh HEC ) BRB) 
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ARB (Ol) Me )CO*):COCWaR Csi*d):sCRE CC”) 
ee ( |) WCU) OC) OREO”) 
ASGBL ( ) RRB CC) 


HY build up 2 


As with the last build up EF scction, you can leave this one out and 
come back to it later if you wish to. 


1) Here are three compound words containing 28 (room): 

YE bathroom (LAE powder room, toilet {FE waiting room 
iff 48. %& means bathe and has the water radical on the left. The righthand 
component looks like a house, as in ‘bath house’! 


Note: The word for a Japanese-style bath is Jil. This type of bath is 
deeper and shorter than Western baths, and you sit with your knees bent 
and only your head above water. #4 means backbone (can you see the 
vertebrae?) — you sit in the bath with back straight. 

ALES. AK HE means cosmetics (think of the rice radical JK as a powder 
puff!). Powder room is a cuphemism for ladies’ toilet or bathroom. 
{77 48. Focus on f which means wait. The lefthand radical is ‘going 
person’ and the righthand radical is =F (temple). 

2) In the previous scction (Kaisetsu 3) you learnt Ail (Japanese) and if 
(Western). Here are four more words containing these: 


ANE Japancsc cuisine ¥F4E Westcrn cuisine 
AZ Japanese-style TFL Westem-style 


97 PY =Renshu 4 


In the last section you were introduced to eight new compound words. 
Can you match them up with their English meanings? 


1) AI a) Western-style 
2) Ast b) Japanese-style 
3) FET c) Western cuisinc 
4) WE d) Japanese cuisine 
5) Jira e) bathroom 

6) (bE AE f) (Japancsc) bath 
7) FE g) waiting room 


le ereae h) powder room (ladics’ toilet) 
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{#304 Kaisetsu 4 A map of Japan 


In this section you will learn to Ab 
recognise the main islands and cities 

of Japan. First, you are going to learn ri] Ke 
the four compass directions: 


a 


And here are quick clues to help you remember them: 


di North (looks like two people sitting back to back to keep warm (cold 
in the North) ) 

Fa South (yen symbol ¥ (more money in the South of Japan!)) 

4 East (components: sun and tree. Sun rising in the East from behind 
the tree) 

P§ West (looks like V4 four — do not confuse them — and it is the fourth 
compass direction) 


Now look at the map of Japan with the main islands and cities labelled in 
wy and romaji. How many EF do you recognise? There is a list of 
clues on the next page to help you learn the names. You have not learnt 
any of the #24 for 3, 6 and 12. They are included for interest only. 


HOKKAIDO 
dt 38 
Sapporo 
@) NIHON (Japan) Bad 
Ax 
w ae : 
Hiroshima 9 (&) HONSHU 44 


GS 


Nagasaki 
RG 


tee Yokohama ta7& 
SHIKOKU 24H 


OOKYUSHU Fut 
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Place wy Meanings Story clue 


1) HA sun, root ‘Land of the rising sun’ 
2) AGHA = North, sea, way ‘North island across the sea’ 
3) ALM paper money, hood — Winter Olympics held here — brought 
in money! 
4) ASH root/main, province Main (biggest) island of Japan 
5) FOR East, capital (Which it is!) 
6) Bide side, seacoast ‘City on the seacoast to the side of 
Tokyo’ 
7) KR big, slope Osaka is built on a hillside 
8) IX BB capital, city Kyoto used to be the capital of Japan 
9) JAS wide, island Hiroshima stands in a wide bay 
dotted with small islands 
10) Pols four, country Shikoku is the fourth of the main 
islands of Japan 
11) Jus nine, province Kyushu is divided into nine provinces 
(administrative) 


12) fe Miey long, promontory Describes Nagasaki harbour 


fix. Kaisetsu5 Warning signs 


It is very useful and often essential to be able to read this type of sign. 
A friend of mine drove up a closed road and got stuck in a snow drift 
because she could not read the sign at the head of the road. After that she 
learnt to recognise # (forbidden) as ‘two Harry Worths (the entertainer 
who used to stand half behind mirrors lifting his leg and arm up and 
down) dancing on a picnic table’! That YF alone would have prevented 
her going up that road. 

We start by learning some general warning 2 then look at how they 
are used. 


Be forbidden (just mentioned) #* tk no, not allowed (iE means ‘stop’) 
EAAX strictly forbidden IK to smoke (fire radical) 
Pf middle. In signs means during or under 


4h. Renshu 5 


Here are some common warning signs using the Pi we have just met 
plus ones you know already. 


UNIT 8 


Match each word to its English meaning. 


1) SEHLAS ik a) Outdoor shoes strictly forbidden (_) 
2) MABE —_b) No smoking (_) 

3) See c) No parking ( ) 

4) = Eas d) Under construction (_ ) 

5) Tap e) No admittance (_ ) 


Finally in this section, three more useful warning signs with clues to 


remember: 


JER O Emergency exit (JE looks like a path cleared of clutter for easy 


access) 
Ye ae 


fire’!) 


mi © Caution (7 story: ‘pour water on a candle to caution against 


fei Be Danger (f& looks like a snake in a box — dangerous if it 


escapes!) 


MRIS Kaisetsu 6 Signs of opposition 


This is the final kaisetsu section! Ten #24 follow which can be paired as 


opposites in meaning. 


ZE left 
At right 


44> push 
ai| 4 pull 


EA open 
FA close 
FF arrival 


tH departure 
Ep open for business 


DRE closed 


Use of _L for I (am/am not left handed) 
HF (‘Tick the right box’) 


Hand radical is pushing the doorbell 
5| looks like an archery bow which you 
pull 


Gates (elevator doors). Two people holding 
one door each open 

One person cannot hold the doors and they 
close 


Remember that 2 means arrive or ‘the nose 
of the plane touching ground’ 

means go out 
‘# is a backbone with a hat on — a shop 
assistant! 


MK means holiday 
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iY build up 3 


And finally, some miscellaneous signs. Once more, you can miss this 
section out if you need to consolidate what you have lcarnt so far. 


KE means grilled (fire radical plus component looking like a barbeque). 
Look at these words: 


BEA yakiniku — grilled meat 

Be & Ey yakitori — barbequed chicken on bamboo skewers 

454 ABE okonomiyaki —a type of thick pancake cooked on an iron 
griddle at your table. 

$ = BEX sukiyaki — beef grilled then cooked with vegetables in a 
cast iron pot. 


ABT ER RR shinkansen or bullet train. #f (new) helps you to remember 


this. 

Hh TE 8k underground (train). Lit: “ground under iron’. Iron indicates 
the rail track. 

ee 4T express (train). Lit: ‘hurry go’. 

Fy aah special express. Lit: ‘special hurry’ 


SYS Renshu 6 


Look at the pictures of various Japanesc signs. There is a range of 
written styles, both vertical and horizontal Icft to right. How many can 
you recognise? You may need to come back to this activity after you have 
worked through the conclusion (which includes a review of all the 
signs learnt in this unit) but keep a scorc and see if you can improve 
on it! 
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The name of a temple entrance 


am [3 


7) 8) 


em 4 


5) 
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SHIMOKITAZAWA 


What is Shimokitazawa the name of? (Focus on the last kanji) 
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"mimes eh 
ga Ie fu 
18) PA BF f 19) ais J] 


4Y(2 Owari ni 


43T & 7 (omedeto) Congratulations! You have worked through a 
minimum of 76 #& signs in this unit. This does not include the 12 
island and city names, and the 31 signs in the #4 Build up sections. 
This makes an overall total of 119 signs, which is a huge amount and 
obviously you are not going to remember them all in one go. To help you 
review and consolidate your learning, all the signs are grouped below by 
theme. How many do you remember? The English is also given at the end 
of the unit so test yourself, then check and then use these pages as a 
check list. (Signs taught in the 4S Build up sections are marked with 
an asterisk.) 


EY bk Hinto Remembering Wi‘ words 


Try writing out the words on small squares of card. Put the HF on 
one side and the English on the other. Use these mini flashcards to test 
yourself by looking at the YF side, giving your answer then turning the 
card over to see if you are right. Try doing 10 in the morning, 10 in the 
evening and gradually build up the number you can remember. 
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General 

1) HE 2) A 3) 4) ¥ 

5) KA 6) AA Dy) esa 8) ti AT* 

9) (KRES = 10) HE ll) A 12) Ask 

13) F#xk 

Shopping and places in town 

1) JK 2) AB 3) NA 4) Ale 

5) fale 6) ke Ty) BEAK 8) PW 
9) HR 10) 705 11) BA 12) Me Be 
13) 1H 14) AE 15) BUaeey 16) Rae BT* 


17) EIR ae = 18) $RTT* 19) SBR Jay* 20) Spe Za 
21) MYeAT* 22) REHE* 23) fA BEY Gill 


25) BH 26) FA 27) Bh 28) KEP 
29) TH 30) “ARE 

Sightseeing and entertainment 

1) Sigh 8602) BSF 3) MA 4 5) WR RH * 


6) Teeoae* 7) BU* 8) BE 9) ABR 10) ARAL 


Travel and transport 


1) alu 2) FA 3) 

4) PA 5) ShEBLA 6) BR 

7) UE 8) Ale 4728 9) AIA 

10) BR* 11) #2 HE iQ) 
iD 14) Bi) He 15) HAH 
16) AAS 17) HEN 18) 449 

19) AML 20) Mie AT 21) WR FE* 
22) WR4TSEAT*  —-23) PRR RR * 24) w4y* 

25) Raat 26) Hh PER* as 


28) Wa He 29) A¥x Ht 30) tf * 


UNIT 8 
Accommodation 

1) Weti* = 2) YF 38 3) ASE 
4) Wa* 5) BU 6) CERT 
Warnings 

1) BEHRPR TE =.) TRAPEIE 3) PERE 4) EE 
5) Lh 6) JERO 7) TERE 8) fa BR 
Food and drink 

1) Alte* 2) R* 3) BEA* 
4) Bik R* 5) BeABES* 6) + ewR* 
English meanings 

General 

Ni eexit 2) entrance 3) woman 

4) man 5) adult 6) child 

7) toilet 8) toilet 9) toilet/powder room 
10) left 11) right 12) Japanese-style 


13) Western-style 
Shopping and places in town 


1) shop 

3) greengrocer 

5) fish shop 

7) coffee shop 

9) bookstore 

11 and 12) pharmacy/chemist 
14) park 

16) shopping area 
18) bank 
20) forcign exchange 
22) car park 
24) pull 
26) closc 
28) closed 
30) school 


2) butcher 

4) book shop 

6) liquor store 

8) bar 

10) kiosk 

13) market 

15) library 

17) international telephone 
19) post office 

21) exchange bureau 
23) push 

25) open 

27) open (for business) 
29) factory 
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Sightseeing and entertainment 


1) art gallery 2) temple 3) holiday 4) festival 
5) cinema 6) museum 7) theatre 8) fce 
9) entrance fee 10) admission free 


Travel and transport 


1) North 2) South 

3) East 4) West 

5) foreigner 6) arrival 

7) departure 8) passport control 

9) domestic 10) station 

11) train 12) up 

13) down 14) long-distance train 
15) sleeper 16) unreserved seat 

17) reserved seat 18) luggage 

19) lost property 20) fare adjustment office 
21) ticket office 22) travel information 
23) bullet train 24) express 
25) special express 26) underground/subway 
27) unoccupied 28) occupied 

29) bicycle 30) waiting room 
Accommodation 

1) Japanese inn 2) Western-style room 
3) Japanese-style room 4) bathroom 

5) (Japanese) bath 6) address 

Warnings 

1) no parking 2) no admittance 

3) no smoking 4) outdoor shoes strictly forbidden 
5) under construction 6) emergency exit 

7) caution 8) danger 


Food and drink 


1) Japanese cuisine 2) Western cuisine 
3) yakiniku — grilled meat 4) yakiton — grilled chicken 
5) okonomiyaki — grilled pancake 6) sukiyaki — beef ‘hot pot’ 


% | ihe Dai kyuka 


In this unit you will 


e learn to read the 46 # ¥ 4% F (katakana) symbols which make up the 
phonetic ‘alphabet’ 

learn some rules for making extra sounds from the 46 main symbols 
be introduced to picture—sound associations to make learning easier 
learn how to write 7 ¥ 2 F (katakana) 

have a go at reading some words and phrases 


Key words: 


22 AF (katakana) U 5 #% (hiragana) 


(LUMI Hajime ni 


# 8 #F is the script used to represent foreign words which have been 
adopted into the Japanese language (loanwords) and foreign names 
(personal names, countries etc.). Most of the loanwords are derived from 
English words and this means that once you can read the script you can 
normally work out what a word means. This makes # ¥ % F a fun 
script to learn and working out the meanings can be an enjoyable challenge! 


In Unit 5 you learnt to read the U 5 #* %& script. You may have decided 
to work through the #2‘ units first and then to work on Units 5 and 9. 
And you could work through this unit without learning U 5 2° % first 
but as most of the rules are the same for both scripts you will be referred 
back to the appropriate page in Unit 5 to read through the explanations 
there. 


Begin by looking back to the section of the introduction which deals with 
an overview of the different types of Japanese script (pp. vi—vili) and 
the section on # ¥ % F. Can you answer these questions based on the 
information you have just read? 


126 BEGINNER'S JAPANESE SCRIPT 


1) What is # ¥ # F used for? (name four uses) 
2) What do # ¥ # F symbols originate from? 
3) How many basic symbols make up the # # % F syllabary? 


mi/yCAKULED Yonde mimasho 


You have not learnt to read any # ¥ # F yet (apart from these three 
symbols) but as you did in Unit 5 you are going to pair up 7 7? OF 
words which are the same. There are six words (a—f) in the left column 
which are repeated in a different order in the right column. Match up the 
same words and write the correct letter in the brackets on the left. The 
first one is done for you. 


@Qg—* A 
(b) 7 4A A 
(OM lp ee aE 
(A= A 
(e-) AA—F Fe 
OD) ee b 


id — Kaisetsu 1 


Let us begin by looking at the first four lines of the # ¥ # F syllabary 
with the romanised pronunciation and learn how to read them. The order 
and pronunciation is exactly the same as U 5 2 %& (sce p. 59 to refresh 
your memory). Only the symbols are different. The chart is written in 
the traditional way from top to bottom right to left. This is to give you 
practice at reading vertically. Remember that you read in columns not 
rows and begin to read from the top right symbol. 


ta 9 sa ¥ ka 4 Cae 
chi + shi ¥ ki *& i 4 
tsu 7 suA ku 7 u 
lees set Keg ex. 
to F se 9? ko 2 ot 


gH} — Rensha 1 


In the Yonde mimasho activity you matched six # ¥ 4 + words. Now 
you are going to try to read those words. Use-the chart of the first 20 
symbols and say the words out loud then see if you can match them to 


UNIT 9 127 


their English meanings in the box that follows. Remember that 7 ¥ 7 + 
is used to write foreign (mainly English) words. The pronunciation is 
adapted to suit Japanese pronunciation rules (every consonant is followed 
by a vowel) but you can usually recognise the word once you have read it 
correctly. A dash — after a symbol means that you lengthen the sound of 
that symbol (9 [u] performs this function in U 5 #*%. See p. 67). 


a) ¥—-*% by) b—-Abh cc) AF—-* 
d) PAA ec) AW—-b Ff) AY 


skirt ( ) suit( ) steak ( ) 


cake ( ) ie ( ) toast ( ) 


EYL~— Hintol Remembering VA NF 


In Unit 5 you were introduced to the idea of remembering U 5 2* & 
through visual and sound association (p. 63). Here are a few ideas for 
2 2 4 F symbols to get you started. Try to think of your own and write 
them down. Some symbols are easier than others but just do a few at a time. 


7 (a) looks like an antelope 35 


4 (i) is a leaning T which rhymes with i 
r7 (u) looks like a uisukii (whisky) flask y, 


x (e) looks like elevator doors TE 


% (ki) looks like a door key & 


fiw — Kaisetsu 2 


You are now going to be introduced to the whole 7 ¥ %F chart, 
including the correct order in which to write each symbol. This follows 
exactly the same format as for U 5 %* 7% in Unit 5 (p. 60). 


As with U 5 #* 7% try to learn to write 7 ¥ 4 + because this will help 
you to remember how to read them too. Look carefully at the stroke order 
and remember that in general you write horizontal strokes from left to 
right and vertical/diagonal strokes from top to bottom (variations to the 
direction are marked with an arrow on the individual symbol). 
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4+ 
y 


saaNaGUNGE : 
A 
7 


JREGGERRS RRR ail 


EYk=— Hinto2 Organise your learning 


Don’t worry about learning all the symbols in one go — keep referring 
back to the charts. 


You might find it useful to make a # ¥ 4 F vocabulary book for this 
unit. You could either organise the words by theme (food, drink, clothes, 
electrical gadgets etc.) or alphabetically using the 46 basic symbols (one 
per page) and enter all words beginning with a particular symbol on the 
same page. Whichever way you choose, write out each # ¥ 4 F word 
with its rOmaji pronunciation (optional) and its English meaning next to 
it. You can then test yourself by covering up the English and seeing if you 
can read the # ¥ # F word. And it will form a useful dictionary too! 


ro} | 4° | | = ho 
ce si, hs 
PEAT b lofol drlatay le fey eit thy 


*) HY Renshi 2 


Now that you have been introduced to the 46 7 # 4 +F symbols, it is 
time to put your learning into practice and have a go at reading some 
words. As in Unit 5, the words are in three sets. Set 1 refers to the first 
part of the chart, set 2 refers to the second and set 3 to the whole chart. 
You also have to select the correct English meanings so say the words out 
aloud. You may be able to do this even if you cannot read all the 7 
(kana) symbols. See how many symbols/words you can read from memory 
before using the chart to search for those you cannot remember. Keep 
coming back to this activity and try to improve your score each time! 
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EYk= Hinto 3 Pronunciation 


Japanese pronunciation does not distinguish between ‘r’ and ‘I’ sounds. 
Try replacing ‘r’ sounds with ‘I’ sounds if you cannot work out the 
meaning. For example 7 “ # (ranchi) means lunch. 


Set 1 

ae by tet ¢.) J 2 d) 2—f 
eeu f = eee 2) eee 

1) skating (_ ) 2) skiing (_ ) 3) cocoa (_) 4) taxi( ) 
5) eake( ) 6) sweater (_) 7) coat( ) 

Set 2 


Dee Kae b) 2x4 Ce d) AY e) lb ee 
1) memo (_ ) 2) lemon (_) 3) melon(_) 


4)ham(_) 5) ramen (Chinese noodles) (__) 

Set 3 

Nie eb) F447 Ya ce) De Sd 
eal + i Dp le A hae 2) THA h) PAF 
1) restaurant (_ ) 2) tennis(_ ) Spice (9) 

4) chicken (_ ) 5) curry( ) 6) ice cream (_) 

7) camera( ) 8) tomato () 


EYVEM Hinto4 Similar DV HF 


You have probably already confused some of the similar-looking 
2 42 HAF. This seetion will line these up so that you ean look at the 
differences and keep them separate in your mind. 


Y. VY (a, ma) Y. (sa, se) 

A. AF. SK (ku, ta,nu) YD. DW. OD (u, fu, wa) 

Ft. XA (na, me) W. V (rt, re) 

VT shies * The long stroke in » is written upwards 


and the short strokes are almost at right angles to the long stroke. 

The long stroke in is written downwards and is at a steeper angle. The 
short strokes stand side by side. 

De (SOL) * Y has the same features as 7 (but only 
one short stroke). “ has the same features as (but only one short 
stroke). 
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EVER Hinto5 Similar O67 and 
AAIDF 


The good news is that some #7 ¥ # # symbols are very similar to their 
U 5 #* % equivalents (in many cases they originated from the same 
wy). This can make them easier to remember. They are listed here, 


OUS#A#Y* first then 0 7 DT: 


ee ) a. 2 (ka) &. % (ki) 
oe (ke) Ch 28 eo) ee (se) 
(22 (i) ~. ~ (he) 4. (mo) 


oes (ya) 0. Y (ri) 


R= Kaisetsu3 HVHF that 
change their sound 

Again, the rules are exactly the same as for U 5 2* %, only the script is 
different. Read over the U 5 #* % section again (p. 67) then fill in the 
gaps in the following activity. And remember, just as with all the units in 
this book, you set the pace! 


Y= Rensha 3 


When you add * to certain symbols you get a change in sound. 
1) ‘k’ sounds become ‘g’ sounds (hard ‘g’ as in ‘get’): 
Pe ee 
(ka) (ki) (Au) (ke) (ko) aes) sass) 
2) ‘s’ sounds > ‘z’ sounds: 

moe Col) ey ey 
(sa) (shi) (su) (se) (so) Cas) (lie slips) (ae) (a) 
3) ‘t? sounds become ‘d’ sounds: 

ia. 1 0150 ee? 

(ta) (te) (to) Oat) 

4) ‘h’ sounds become ‘b’ sounds: 

a, ELI. ~~. hk > Fee me LOE 
(ha) (hi) (fu) (he) (ho) Greece rc) 2 
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5) In addition, ‘h’ sounds become ‘p’ sounds when a small circle * is 
added: 


OA ay) eee ee 
(ha) (hi) (fu) (he) (ho) mS 


Check whether you have filled in the brackets correctly by referring back 
to this section in Unit 5 (pp. 67-8). 


#YVY Rensha 4 


This activity is designed to help you build up your confidence in 
reading #7 7 % F and to ease you away from referring back to the 
charts (but they are always there if you need them!). This will be done by 
re-introducing a few #4 #% 4 F symbols at a time and getting you to 
read words which contain them. Section by section you will build up the 
number of symbols until you are reading words containing them all. 
For each section look over the # # #4 symbols then match up the 
words and meanings beneath them. When a symbol has linked sounds 
(for example, % (ka), # (ga)) they are given together but not all are 
necessarily used in that section. 


1) 


Y (sa). Wi (za). Y (shi), Y (ji), A (su), % (aw). F (chi). 
Fie 7 (aero). (do. 7 (7) 


aA b Digi ek ee 


j= A 6) y 
Iygjeans ( ) li) cheese (_) ili) toast (_ ) 
iv) (movie) scene (_) v) dessert (_ ) 


2) 


DGG say 2 (se), (ze), Y (so), Y aor 


7 ise? (ia), 7* (ba), 2% (pa) 


em De 9 Be) 8 oy 
a) es SO) Aiea 
1) pants, trousers (_) li) skirt () lll) sausage (__) 


iv) bus or bath (__) v) hamburger (_ ) 


UNIT 9 133 


2 (ko), 2 (go), 2 (ta), O (day. = (hi), © (bi). E (pi). 


eee? (bi). 7 (pu) 


ee 9 by) 7 7) ec) EF ay aes 
ey eee) f) 87.2 gy) F YA 

i) tobacco (cigarettes) ( ) ii) (cassette) tape (_ ) 
ii) heater( ) iv) pub( ) 

v) scarf( ) vl) pizza({_) 
vil) dance (__) 


4) 


ponies (Ze (ke), 7 (22). ~ (he), ~ (be), 


~ (pe). aR (ho), # (bo). *# (po) 


a) FY De ce a med) 
ae TA f) RAY a) 7a 
i) passport (_ ) il) suitcase (_ ) iil) chicken (_) 
iv) pen( ) v) bench (_ ) v1) guitar( ) 
vii) button( ) 


5) 
wa). (i), JU (ru). are). 2 (ro), (Cl on sound 
can be used for these) 


* JL is often used as the final ‘1’ sound, for example, -* 7 /U (hotel), 
7 = (pool). 


apy 7 ly) a c) L¥ FA 
me ALF 7 e) Zar k ie 4 ee, 
one 7 JV hye 7 Ny eg? 
DVS Se 9) eel Dee A 

i) table( ) ii) curry ( ) iii) golf( ) 
iv) front (reception) (_ ) Vv) beer (.)) vi) salad) 
vii) sale( ) vill) double (_) ix) ice rink ( ) 


x) baseball (_ ) x1) rental car( ) xii) restaurant( ) 
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7 (ku), F (gu), @ (ma), 3 (mi), 4 (mu), X (me), 


(mo) 
ae ow | Diol? c) 7x4 
a) gyA7 e 77k f) 
i) tomato (_) il) ham iil) gram (_—) 
iv) camera (_) v) mocha (coffee) (_) vi) milk ( ) 
7) 


F (na). = (ni), % (nu). # (ne). J (no) 


Ae eo 1b) = Ae) A 
des 7 2 


i) tennis(_) il) canoe (_) iil) banana (_) 
iv) necktie (_) v) note(book) (__) 
8) 


F (a). 4 (i). 7 (u). 4 (ce). A (0). 7 (wa) 


DPA \-2eeb) 770A  €) AF ee 


d) AFLA SNe 
1): icevercam:( ) li) escalator (_ ) ill) wine (_ ) 
iv) stereo ( ) v) blouse (__) 


fiPY Kaisetsu4 hi} (Yoon) 
Contracted sounds 


The only three symbols you did not use in the last activity were 
¥%. LL. 2 (ya, yu, yo). These are used as normal symbols but also are 
used to form contracted sounds. You learnt about these for U 5 #* %& in 
Unit 5. The rules are the same for # # # #. Read back over this section 
(p. 66) to remind or familiarise yourself with the rules before trying the 
next activity. 


+) HY . ~=Rensha 5 


Write the pronunciation of the contracted 7 ¥ # + sounds in the 
brackets. The first line has been done for you: 
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% (ki) > &X (kya) *% 2 (kyu) X 2 (kyo) 
¥ (gil) 9¥X( ) ¥2() ¥3( ) 
Guy 2 <( ) eet) +e ) 
Bo = es ay 2 ) 
rac Xi) 24) 7 a ( ) 
Sma ( = (apa ( ) 
EQ) MA ERXC ) ae) Esa ( ) 
Ei EX ( ) ES2ey Ea ) 
Eee (ee ye Ea) 
wont) =) 3X ( ) 8 (5) Seri) 
i) YX) Vac) vac) 


Now check your answers with the equivalent chart in Unit 5 (p. 66). 


7] HY ~=Renshi 6 


Now let us put into practice what you have learnt above. Match the 
2 #¥ AF words in the left column to their English meanings on the right. 


Dex <7 1) computer (_) 
Die < 2) communication (_ ) 
c) YX 3) camp(ing) (_ ) 
d)Y2—-z 4) jam(_) 

See ae 7 5) musical (__) 
ieee Lh 6) menu(_) 

g) A=2— 7) shower (_ ) 

h) TYE 2—F 8) jogging ( ) 

) sete ell 9) chocolate (_) 

i ts eta yy ay 10) juice( ) 


fist. Kaisetsu5 The small ‘Y (tsu) 


This was introduced for U 5 #*%& in Unit 5 (p. 69). When you sce a 
small ¥ (sw) in a word, you do not pronounce it but pause slightly (a 
glottal stop) before saying the next sound. In # # 4% F words this has 
the effect of ‘holding back’ the next sound so that it becomes closer in 
pronunciation to the original word or at least easier for the Japanese to 
pronounce. An example will make this clearer: 


*Y b F » F (hotdog) is pronounced hot(to)dog(gu) 


The pronunciation of ‘to’ and ‘gu’ is ‘held back’ (and written here in 
brackets). 
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HY --+ Renshu 7 


Match the # ¥ % F words with their English meanings: 


ew 2 1) toilet paper (_) 

b yr R47 F 2) coin locker( ) 
Cua 7A 3) jacket ( ) 

d) ty A— 4) cup( ) 

Oa 7 5) hockey (_) 

ier 6) soccer (football) (_ ) 
eee 7 ie 7) sandwich (_ ) 
hee 2 Poh 8) mix( ) 

i) RAL YRN—-— 9) match(_) 

j) LxXarh 10) basketball (_ ) 


JERS Kaisetsu6 Extra HYHF sounds 


You learnt in the introduction that there are a number of uses of 7 ¥ AF 
but this unit focuses on the two main uses of 7 # # F: 1) to represent 
foreign words adopted into the Japanese language (loanwords) and 2) to 
represent foreign names (cities, countries, personal names, designer and 
brand names). However, not every sound in a foreign language has an 
equivalent sound in Japanese and, as you will have noticed already, this 
leads to changes in pronunciation when the word is adapted to Japanese. 
Some of these changes have already been pointed out. This section deals 
with the rest. 


1) th sounds. This sound does not exist in Japanese and so is replaced by 
$s sounds: 


~7Y~Y marason(marathon) YY # ¥ — sat cha (Thatcher) 
A & A su mi su (Smith) VY t— mashi i ae 


si also does not exist and is replaced with > (shi) or Y (ji): 

Y Ff =— shi do ni (Sydney) © Y # A bi ji ne su (business) 

2) er sounds. This is replaced by a lengthened a sound (using —): 
2» Y — HF — han ba ga- (hamburger) © — # — pi td (Peter) 
3) Some f sounds are replaced with h sounds: 


TLwRY Z—F tere hon ka do (telephone wc 
a—t — ko hi (coffee) 
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4) v sounds. This sound does not exist naturally in Japanese, the nearest 
equivalent being a b sound: 


ZL ~S— ¥— ere bé ta (elevator) 
2°L—R— VW ba ré bé ru (volleyball) 
“CF A bi de o (video) 

IT + FW ra bu ho te ru (Love Hotel) 


There also exists a group of sounds which have been designed to represent 
v sounds: 


TP (va) FA (Wi) Fu) Fx (ve) FH (vo) 
The rule is that these are used in foreign names and countrics but rules 


are often broken! Foreign names and countries are also written using the 
b sounds; other loanwords are sometimes written using the v sounds: 


747b YF vi ku to ria (Victoria) or EDR UY bikutoria 
T7PFAAYVY vaiorin (violin) or 2°44 YY baiorin 


5) w sounds. These are formed in two ways: 


i) 74 (ui), FX (ue), 7A (uo) 
li) 7 4 (wi, Y = (we), 7 4 (wo) (the second symbol is small) 


Traditionally, (i) are used for loanwords and (ii) are used for foreign 
names and countries. However, as with (4), in practice this is not a ‘hard 
and fast’ rule. It has become very fashionable to use the small symbols 
and young people in particular are tending to use them. 


(i) 24 AX— nisu ki (whisky) YL 2— ve ta (waiter) 

(ii) 7b") =— no ru wé (Norway) 7 4—-7<Y wikuman 
(walkman) 

6) Combination sounds using small 7 (a), 4 (i), 7 (u), = (e), F (0): 

In (4) and (5) these are used in forming v and w sounds. They are also 

used to make a number of other sounds which do not exist in Japanese 

but are needed for foreign words. They are easy to read if you remember 

that the vowel part of the first symbol is replaced with the vowel sound of 

the small symbol. For example: 


77 (fa) the u sound of 7 (fu) is replaced with 7 (a) 


Now you work out these sounds: 


2 1) 7] CR ee (8 
can) 7 7 (Ce eae 74 es 4) 


138 - BEGINNER’S JAPANESE SCRIPT 


There are a few other sounds such as 7 7 (kwa), 4? (gwa) and 
2. * (kwo) but these are not used very often. Here are the sounds you 
should have written/worked out in the previous paragraph: 

FA(fi) FH (fe) FA (fo) Ys (she) F + (je) 

f= (che) Y7 (sa) Y= Ge 7 Win) 7 Wa) 


~ 
~ 


* Sometimes this sound is represented by ¥ (ji) 7 Y A ra ji o (radio). 


7] HHI «=Renshu 8 


This activity is designed so that you can practise reading words which 
contain the extra sounds you have just learnt (rules 1-6). Match the words: 


Dea 7 4 1) earphone(s) (_) 
bie 7 7 4 2) check-in (counter) (_) 
ee vy 247 ey ee) 

ee Fad 4) spaghetti ( ) 

eo 72t—hL-A 5) disco( ) 

ey)! Aes 6) Sweden (_) 

aN ie 7) fork ( ) 

neo 7 7 A 8) waitress ( ) 

es A 9) milk shake (_ ) 

ee JL ee fF 10) milk tea( ) 

Oe eis aa 11) (camera) film( ) 
ee teat 12) silver seat (seats for elderly/disabled) 


fe#-t Kaisetsu 7 Contracted words 


This the final explanation section — you will then be ready to put 
your learning into real practice! Loanwords adopted into any language 
often change pronunciation either to fit that language or because that is 
the way the word is ‘heard’. Take the word ‘Japan’, for example, which 
actually is sounded ‘Nihon’ or ‘Nippon’ in Japanese but was heard as 
‘Japan’ by early European travellers. You have already seen the ways that 
loanwords are adapted to fit Japanese pronunciation rules. One final way 
in which loanwords are adapted is by shortening or contracting them. You 
have already met some examples of shortened words: 


J — * (néto) notebook (the book part is no longer part of the word) 
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Other examples of shortened words are: 

FLEE (terebi) television (sion is missing; vi is pronounced bi) 

They can sometimes take on new or specific mcanings: 


4 Y F (sando) toasted sandwich (from ¥ Y F 4 Y #* (sandoitchi) 
meaning sandwich) 

* +> F 4 » F (small 4) is used increasingly (see Kaisetsu 6:5) 

rrlo4y F (hamu sando) toasted ham sandwich 


Examples of contracted words are: 


72Y n+ (rajikase) means radi(o)casse(tte) (missing parts in brackets) 
<~ AA (masukomi) means mass comm(unication) or mass media 


These types of words can cause the most confusion when you are trying 
to work out meanings but practice makes perfect! So try the matching 
activity that follows. 


MHIL Renshia 9 


Match the # ¥ # F words in the Icft column to their romaji and English 
equivalents and write the appropriate Ictters in the brackets. 


Dena bs 4 (a) fire a) supermarket 

Dar Av ( )  b) waishatsu b) word processor 

Dyer Ee Aa) Cyaan c) personal computer 
Qa gt ()) d) homu d) department store 
Servs () c) dtobai e) one piece (= dress) 
Ce, So (0) f) siipa f) white shirt 

Ta os (a) g) wapuro -g) (plat)form 

7a ae ( ) h) famikon h) autobike (= motor bikc) 
net 4 Ne) 1) pasokon 1) toilet 

10) DAYVXRY( ) ~— j) depato j) family computer 


wees@e? =Yomu renshu 


Congratulations! You have worked through the whole of # # # F and 
you can now put your learning into practice. There follows a scries of 
activites which use #7 # # # words in a range of contexts which you 
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might encounter if you visit Japan or if you watch TV programmes or 
videos about Japan. 


1 #Y-+- ~Renshu 10 


We will begin with a coffee shop menu. These popular places sell an 
assortment of drinks and light Western-style meals which means the menus 
are written in #7 ¥ #7 F. Once you can read the menu, you can order 
your food! 


Wet ASSES 7357 = Ss 
AY bameE— 5004 
PARA-—tE— 600 FJ 
SO a 4 400 F 
LE£rFi- 500 4 
za—y3a-F 600 A 
Aly oy Sh 400 9 
27 350 FY 


* * KK K KK KK KK KK KK KK 


OL aS Gay aye 
See 600 FJ 
TIS He 700 4 

PR 700 A 

ABNEY FA 
FRY BY 700 FY 
t—hy—-Z 800 FY 


Ey f= AF 600 FY 
5 4 500 FY 
DOG ae 700 FA 
yo II 4 700 F 
Tas 500 ~ 800 9 
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1) What is the name of this coffec shop? (clue: there is a link with the moon!) 
2) What two types of coffee can you buy? 

3) What two types of tea can you buy? 

4) How much (A = yen) is Coca-cola? 

5) How much does an orange juice cost? 

6) What types of sandwich filling can you order? 

7) How much would you pay for a meat sauce spaghetti dish? 

8) How much would a drink of milk, pizza toast and apple pie cost in total? 
9) You have a maximum of 1000 yen to spend. What drink and main 

meal would you choose? 

10) Which two desserts cost 700 yen? 


oY+-— Rensha 11 


You learnt in the introduction to this book and to this unit that A # % 
is used a lot nowadays in advertising. This is because it has the effect 
of making words stand out (as we use capital letters or italics). Native 
Japanese words written in 7 ¥ # F require a knowledge of Japanese 
vocabulary to work out their meanings. In this activity you should recognise 
all the words because they are the names of well-known Japanese 
companies. Different fonts have been chosen for this activity so that you 
can get used to reading different styles. These styles are used frequently, 
for example; on neon signs. A check list of Japanese companies written 
in romaji is also given — but not all appear in the activity! So now work 
out which companies are advertising in the signs. 


pay Yao 
"Mm Bar (PRBeaw IAs 
GP? GF DEL 


Checklist 


Sony, Toyota, Sanyo, National, Mitsubishi, Honda, Casio, Seiko, Yamaha, 
Nikon, Suzuki, Kawasaki, Matsui, Subaru. 
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) #Y+— Rensha 12 


Electrical stores housing the latest gadgets can be found all over Japan. 
Most electrical gadgets are given foreign names and so are written in 
4 4 2 +F. Look at the floor plan, and answer the questions. 


Flor6 27%, E-#¥—-, FAY, AL 
Floord GV YA. J =geeee 4 
im oe as 


Floor 1 CDoytl= Ve Awa VA 7 37 


Basccmcne oe eae eS 


1) On which floors are the toilets? 

2) Which floor do you think specialises in computer ware? 

3) Besides computers, what else is sold on this floor? 

4) Which floor sells air conditioners? 

5) What is being sold on the fifth floor? 

6) Where could you buy a camera lens? 

7) Where could you buy a stereo? 

8) How many floors sell audio equipment? 

9) As well as word processors, what else can you buy on the fourth floor? 
10) Which floor would you go to for a tape recorder? 


1 s4+= Renshu 13 


Match the currencies in the left column with the countries on the right 
(some may require a little guesswork!): 


Nie tf wae a  { ) 
Dy ee, ie) Fe Oe) 
el ec) A¥Y AC ) 
4) Fa dpgg7At) 
7 77 Seen 
OO) Jy a= fee) 
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Here is an extract from a real Japanese financial listing. Can you identify 
which countries and currencies from Renshii 13 are included here? 
Have a go at identifying the rest! For example, the second one down is: 
t+ # FW (kanada dor) = Canada dollar. Two countries have 2, 
these are 2K (you learnt this in Unit 6, the currency should tell you which 
country) and 3€ which is the 24% for England. The European Union is 
written in #247 in brackets but ‘ECU’ makes this easy to identify (Many 
countries can be written in HF or 7 # HF). 


AK ie die SIS 25) 
ion oe eee oo 
ECU (BKNIBETRIAZ) 143.22 
oS AN Oe e202. 20 
Pet 2 ee 7223 
Amiens. 7 geo. 80 
eae XK ge 21.13 
eee J GA. 02 
aie 2 1 OO) Dee 58) 
Been) 7 7 eal 32 
Hee | O Oa 86.11 
Zoo | os eee «14.90 
Sa eee ~263..90 
eee) As = Jee 72,60 
<i SS | aa = 
eee S/S eee 320 


#4Y+PY Renshia 14 


Finally, there is a set of 7 ¥ 4 F signs from photographs taken in 
Tokyo. Can you read them and work out the English meaning? #* A(t 
2 T (ganbatte) good luck! 


Which famous restaurant is this? 
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What is happening at this shop? 


esr ver 
4 etalk 


The two kanji mean environment. 
What are people being asked to 
do? 


; Bv-nvZ ole 
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14) 15) yy 2 


What type of tree is this? 


What is the title of the film? (bottom line) 
What are the actors’ names? (above picture) 


d#< BY Kaku renshi 


This short activity is designed to help you write your name in 7 ¥ AT. 
A short list of popular first names follows. Try saying your name out loud 
and matching the appropriate # ¥ 4 7 symbol to each syllable. You 
will need to refer back to the various rules given in this unit. For example, 
the name Laura has the sounds /d ra. The nearest to these sounds are: 
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E—-7 (rora) 

And CHRISTOPHER sounds out as k ri s to phaa. In Japanese this 
becomes: 

PM AWD F— (kauristtofa) 


If you know a Japanese person, work out your name and get them to 
check it. Here is a list of 20 names to help you. 


ANNA Gisp (ana) ANDREW 7 » F Y 2— (andoryii) 


CATHY AY—  (kashi-) BILL be yb (biru) 
CLARE QYULP (kurea) BRAD VFIYF (buraddo) 
DIANA BATH (daiant) GREGG Fry7y (gureggu) 
HILARY t 7 — (hirari-) JOHN Yas (jon) 
JANE Y x 4 Y (jein) MIKE <A, (maiku) 
MARY AF Y — (meari-) PAUL wh JL (po-ru) 
MICHELLE = ¥ £/l (misheru) ROBERT 7*— hf (roba-to) 
SARA J (se-ra) STEVE AF4—-—TF (suti-bu) 
SUE A= (su-) TOM bd (tomu) 


4 YZ Owari ni 


You have covered the whole of the # ¥ #+F syllabary in this unit 
including the various rules and adaptations of non-Japanese words. You 
have had opportunities to read a wide range of words and to identify typical 
street signs. Hopefully you have discovered that because 7 ¥ # +# is 
used to write non-Japanese (and often English words) it can be fun and 
very accessible. There is a Iot to take in so treat this unit as one you can 
keep re-visiting and that you can enjoy! And look for opportunities to 
read 4 ¥ HF around you (TV programmes, newspapers, magazines, 
visits to Japan) so that you can impress your friends and family! 


+B Dai jukka 
UNIT 10 


In this unit you will 


e learn to read different types of text including: 
— cooking instructions 

— cartoons 

— weather forecast 

— song lyrics 

— haiku (short poems) 

learn the basics for reading and writing letters 


Key phrase 


aac (kanji fukushit) Kanji review 


(LU MIZ Hajime ni 


The aim of this unit is to pull together everything you have learnt throughout 
this book and apply it to reading Japanese texts. There are many types of 
text which use different styles of writing and have different levels of 
difficulty. This unit will get you started on reading and will introduce you 
to some techniques for accessing text which you can then build on. 


Some tips on grammar functions and particles are given first and you can 
refer back to these as necessary. Where wey appear in a text which have 
been introduced in earlier units, there is a short pre-activity for you to sce 
how many you can remember. However, do not worry if you cannot 
remember them all, the activity is simply a device to get you thinking 
about what you have learnt and making connections. Check the answers 
to these pre-activities in the back before proceeding and if you want to 
look back to where the ‘9% was first introduced, remember that you can 
look up the English meaning in the index and this will refer you back to 
that unit. 
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You will be asked to mark parts of the texts as a way of identifying and 
separating different words and features. This is especially helpful because 
Japanese writing does not normally have gaps between words (as you will 
notice in the texts that follow). You could use different coloured highlighter 
pens or use different types of markings (circle, underline, overline). Or 
you could copy the relevant parts of the text onto paper and mark them. 


fi Kaisetsu. Grammar functions 


Read through the information that follows but do not worry if you are not 
clear about all of it because the texts will have practical examples and 
you can then refer back to the summaries beneath the text to consolidate 
your learning. 


Particles and sentence order 


1) Every noun in a Japanese sentence is usually followed by a particle. A 
particle is a grammar marker which tells you the function of the noun it 
marks. Let us look at some examples to help you understand this. In 
English, the sentence order tells you the function of the main sentence parts: 


I ate Japanese food 

‘T’ is the subject of the sentence (who ate) and comes at the beginning of 
the sentence 

‘ate’ is the verb 

‘Japanese food’ is the object of the sentence (what I ate) and comes after 
the verb 


This order is called SVO (subject, verb, object). 
We also use particle-type words (called prepositions) such as ‘with’, ‘by’ 
and ‘at’: 


I ate Japanese food at home with chopsticks 
at marks ‘home’ and with marks ‘chopsticks’. They are placed before 
(pre-position) the noun they mark. 


2) This is what happens in Japanese: 


Als PIES F~HEUL I Japanese cuisine ate 

Fi, (1) is followed by the particle (x. It marks the subject of the sentence 
AE (Japanese food) is followed by the particle #. It marks the object 
of the sentence. 
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The order in Japanese is SOV (subject, object, verb). 
There are other particles with different functions such as T (with): 


Aik (UC Al % ES ELL Ichopsticks with Japanese food ate 


However, the order of the Japanese sentence is more flexible than the 
English order becausc the particles, not the order, tell you the functions 
of the different parts. So you could say: 


Falk Afr e% (KUT HES ELL  IJapanese food chopsticks with ate 


But the verb always comes at the end of the sentence. 


3) Particles are always placed after the noun or time expression they 
mark. Look at the diagram showing the key particlcs: 


Who eats (£/7 What they eat # 
EAT 
Where they eat C | When they eat (c 
With what they cat T 


4) Particle descriptions 


(£ (pronounced ‘wa’ as a particle not ‘ha’) topic or subject marker of 
sentence 
%* (ga) subject marker of verb 
% (0) object marker of sentence 
TC (de) 1. with, by: (£ LT (with chopsticks); #E1ET™ (by train) 
2. place where action happens: L Ak F/T (at/in the restaurant) 
(< (ni) 1. to (direction): FAK AZ (to Tokyo) (also can use ~ pronounced 
“e’) 
2. at, on (after time): A HE A tc (on Monday); — HR IZ (at one 
o'clock) 
3. at, in, on (place/position): HOR ICTEA Te ¥ F (1 live in 
Tokyo) 
D (no) 1. of, ’s: HAS (Japan’s rice or Japancse rice) 
2. links a noun with its position: U1] ® _E (mountain’s top or on 
top of the mountain) 
& (to) 1. and (between nouns): H AX & KE (Japan and America) 
2. with (accompanied by): H ASA. & (with a Japanese person) 
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Quick translation tips 
You will be given lots of pointers throughout this unit so this is a summary 
list for you to refer back to as necessary. 
1) Find the topic/subject of the sentence by looking for (d: 
AIL AK % BEA ¥ F (1 book read) subject is FA (1) 
2) Then translate ‘backwards’ from the end of the sentence: 
(AML) AS wide x > 
a 
book read 


3) Describing words are generally placed in the same order as English: 
AML TWAS MEA FL & (old book read) 


4) In the texts that follow, both literal (lit.) and natural English are given 
to help you understand the phrases and structuring. 

5) Where relevant or helpful the meaning of the #i5% radical is given in 
brackets. Assume it is a lefthand radical unless stated otherwise. 


MY— Renshul lj Manga Cartoon 


COS More Fesionmee NI (sh 


PP LAME FH ERECARAW] 
Peale alice 
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7218] and 7 = X (anime) or animation are very popular in Japan and are 
known around the world. Cartoon books fill bookshops and kiosk shelves 
and Japanese people of all ages can be seen reading them on trains, in 
bookshops and at home. The one-frame cartoon here is taken from the 
Kyoto News, a Japanese newspaper. It is from the education section and is 
a joke about 3 Fi << (kydiku mama) or ‘education mothers’ who go to 
great lengths to ensure their children study hard and get into the best 
schools. Now work through the series of activities starting with a review. 


1) BYE Kanji fukushi 


There are three #27 in the cartoon and you have learnt them all! Do you 
remember them? They are: 


aR bh oda 
2) Find and mark these O 5 A\7& words: 


a) #2 L # 1c (tashika ni) certainly, indeed 
b) & 2 & (motto) more 
c) IF & (kedo) but 


3) Mark these particles and grammar functions: 


a) ® (o) object marker 

b) ... %& & \* (nasai) verb ending indicating a command, in this case 
‘read!’ 

c) ... & {k (to wa) used in reported speech (I said that...). (£ adds 
emphasis (I did say... ) 

d) [ indicates open quote mark (close quote mark is |). [J means 
quote within a quote. 


4) AR Honyaku_ Translation 


eee ts Oe indeed I didsayen, 
[ART ERSRASS LS “Read more books!” 
ae but... 


The ‘but’ trails off, the reader fills in the rest from the picture (‘but this is 
ridiculous!’). 

Notice the technique of translating the information outside the double 
quotes first then adding the part in double quotes. This would be the order 
in which we would say it in English whereas in Japanese the ‘I said’ part 
comes at the end. Emphasis on 72 L #> (<= (indeed) is achieved by placing 
it at the beginning. 
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~) 7 — Rensha 2 Cookery instructions 


Orr Atedesye Otic dedi: yous 
BT ALM pete 


Q7sreresOt Owe ke aI 
Ie oe sone DIAN ABET, 
At: ted KE L3b5 5 tH 

AM tek FoTHBLBL 


TIA Hobe aee 


The sequence is from the children’s educational section of a newspaper. 
There are two sets of simple cooking instructions. 


1) BABY Kanji fukushi 
Write down the English meanings of these #247 and # ¥ 4% 4 words: 


a) IK (mizu) b) FE (tama) c) X (hi) d) if (yubi) 
e) FA ter 4s Ce A 27 

Now mark them in the text. Remember to check your answers in the back 
before proceeding. 


2) Title: 98244 (top three pictures) 
a) Find and mark these EF: 


5H (tamago) egg $4 (kado) corner, edge %4T (ate) hit 
BEd (oya yubi) thumb (lit: parent finger) 
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b) Find and mark these U 5 2* & words: 


14% (waru) break 24> (katai) hard 14% (wareme) a crack 
% TT (atete) put £ ZX (= BI mae) front 
U4 (= A ushiro) back U4 (nejiru) twist 


c) Find and mark these 7 # # F words: 
2 Y 3 Y (konkon) tap tap (sound) 7 b ~ (poton) with a plop (sound) 


d) Mark these particles. Remember that particles are positioned after the 
word they mark: 


# (o) positioned after the object of the sentence — the object marker 
(appears two times) 

(< (ni) to, in, on (appears three times) 

& (to) with (placed after the word): and (placed between two nouns) 


e) #4@8 Honyaku Translation 


Title BeDA Breaking an egg 

PEAK on a hard edge 

ete ae hit with a tap tap 

HDNHle in the crack 

BTR db TT put (your) thumb 

EREFAULAIRUUV AG twist to the front and back (forwards and 
backwards) 


3) Title: KETFAL (lower three pictures-excluding thought bubble) 
a) Find and mark these AS: 


yh (abura) oil IK FE. (mizutama) water ball/drop 
4846 (yubisaki) fingertip B® (oki) place 
¥% & F (otosu) drop 1-4} ( jiibun) enough 


b) Find and mark these U 5 #* 7% and # # 4 F words: 


kk A & O (tatanda mono) folded (thing) Ot F (nobasu) spread 
(Ft T (tsukete) switch on, apply (appears twice) 
dy te tk &) % (iH A = atatameru) warm up (also appears < ashkk 
Boe | 
c42# 2k 5 (korogattara) if (it) rolls UL 4 (shirushi) sign 


° 


L ® 9 (ju) ping 2 / © (konro) hob 
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% (0) object marker (appears five times) 
T (de) with, by means of 

(< (ni) on, into (three times) 

T (te) verb ending meaning and 

2* (ga) subject marker 

tz 5 (tara) verb ending meaning if, when 


d) HG Honyaku Translation 


Title KF AF Water drop test 

FAYAZBREAIEOT witha folded tissue 

ihe OIF spread the oil 

DIARYBRAY AICHE place the frying pan on the hob 

KRDWITHER HOS switch on the heat (fire) and warm up 

FASGICK S DUT apply water to the fingertip and 

Bae Ae 7 oie eS drop into the frying pan 

MEP CARVES if (when) the water drop rolls 

tA hbkek EOTWALAL (it’s) a sign that it is warmed up 
enough. 


F] #48= Rensha 3 How to make 
green tea 


The scquence of four instructions on the tea packet show you how to 
make perfect Japanese green tea. Once you can read them, you can try 
making green tea for yourself! 


1) BYE Kanji fukusha 


Write down the English meanings of these YF words. Then mark them 
in the text and write down how many times each appears. 


a) K bA XDA ADA ce) BK 
fe gk hh i» 


2) General points 


Here are some general words used throughout the text which are uscful to 
look at first. They will be referred to again in the translations so use this 
list as a reference list. 
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BUY LUKAA 


ABAD BBALBERE 
857 Bide ena 
iO iE #I80°C 


BRALES wii 
{EATS CT, 


~~ geelll) 


BRORERMCANET, 
SASF TE~ 88 
(KSUKI1. 5465} ) 


tas 


BRAN BLAACHUT. KER 
BIZ ATADe FHT. 
pe A 1 oP 
eX 


Ew) 
eer 


* 2H ORMKERRAHVLORD 
(1A LosAU 2h 2 EA) 


HRTIECT MIDIS 
WRILKLO % 
— HE TRORDELI5. 7 


eeg 
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~4} (- bun) means share, part, per. Three XA} means three people's 
worth or three helpings (food) 

~F (- me) means -th, -rd, -nd as in 4 OA ae 1 #4 means 
first infusion 


* Sf (fun) also means minute. 2 4} means two minutes. 


The vocabulary and translation is now introduced section by section. 
Once introduced, vocabulary is not repeated in later sections so you will 
need to refer back as necessary. 


Picture 1 
3a) Find and mark these #2: 


1K A Fj (nomikata) how to drink A 4 (ninzil) number of people 
4} (bun) part, per Ba (yu) hot water Py4¥ 4 (alternative: 
YAK & = yu nomi) teacup ~Z} A (bunme) parts 

iE (ondo) temperature #4 (yaku) approximately 

wk LU (yuzamashi) hot water cooler 

4&9 (2 (kawari) in place of, instead of 

f8 FHS 4% (shiyo suru) use {£Ail (benri) convenient, handy 


b) Find and mark these U 5 %#* 7 words: 


BU & (oishii) delicious (£ & (hodo) about 
Att T & EU E F (irete samashimasu) put in and cool 


c) Mark these particles and grammar functions: 


2 (no) between two nouns indicates that the second noun belongs to the 
first (x 3) 

(< (ni) into, in (x 2) 

% (0) before a noun makes the word sound more honorific. 32 (x 2) 

® (0) object marker (x 2) 

& (to) if (x 1) 


d) ae) Honyaku Translation 


Match the Japanese on the left with the translation on the right. The first 
is done for you: 
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l) BU LUKAT (title) i) If you use teacups...( ) 

2) ABA OBES le ii) itis handy (_) 

3) BBS 8AAUECAMNT iii) instead of a water cooler(_ ) 
ae ae tama iv) the temperature of the hot water 

4) BYOWEH 80C is about 80C(_ ) 

5) BRAS ....48FAS BE v) a delicious drinking method (1 ) 

6) BF ELONVE vi) put in about eight parts hot 

T) AIT F water and cool (__ ) 


vii) into drinking cups per number 
of people (_ ) 
Picture 2 
4a) Find and mark these Bi: 


# (ha) leaves 470 (kyiisu) teapot 3 AAP (sanninbun) 3 helpings 
K&L (Gsaji) tablespoon #J (see a)) 464} (haibun) cupful/spoonful 


b) Circle the particle C (de) meaning ‘for’; OD x1; ® x 1; (<¢ x1 
c) 4a Honyaku Translation 


BROS BMAICAN £F. Put the tea leaves in the teapot 


3 AAT 6-82 for three helpings( people) (it is) 6-8 
grams 
(KE URN 1-5 HS) (in tablespoons (it’s) approximately 


1.5 spoonfuls) 


Picture 3 
5a) Find and mark these AF: 


WZ A (shintd suru) brew, permeate f¥ 4 X $F (machimasu) wait 
E14 (shinshutsu) brewing |F[H] (jikan) time 1 4} (ippun) | minute 
Vl? (koi) strong, dark uF & % A (sukina hito) people who like 
f= ( (nagame) lengthen 1 #4 (ichimaeme) the first infusion 

10 &b (jiibyd) 10 seconds 24> (atsui) hot 


b) Mark these particles and grammar functions: 


qo (honorific 4 oes Io x3, 5% x3; 7 oe 
£ 9 (yori) than (placed after) 
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c) HAAN Honyaku Translation 
Match the Japanese on the left with the correct translation on the right: 


1) BRADB? i) the hot water on the tea leaves (_ ) 

2) BAK HUT ii) lengthen (the time) (_) 

3) RHE BBA iii) put in the teapot (_ ) 

4) BYES AD &FEH EF iv) wait for it (the hot water... ) to brew 
( ) 

5) Be iy Rea ey 1 4} v) people who like strong tea(_) 

6) Wel FAA ef & % Ak vi) the hot water in the teacups (_) 

7) Fee te vii) brewing time (is) about | minute 
yo) 

Asterisked part: the brewing time for the second infusion (refill) is 


about 10 seconds 
2nd Bracketed part: use hot water that is hotter than for the first infusion 


Picture 4 
6a) Find and mark these ay. 
7E ¢ (sosogu) pour into 4} (bunry6d) quantity 


Sy Ic (kinté ni) uniformly #x1% (saigo) final 
—YRi (itteki) one drop #4 (shibori) squeeze, extract 


b) Grammar points: 
#T (made) upto ~%® 9 ¥U £ J (kirimashé) let’s finish... 
c) aX Honyaku Translation 


BREE CAMBIO lc pour the quantity of tea uniformly 
BHAIL... REO XO EL EF (let’s) squeeze out the tea 
BRO — WET to the final drop 


SY PY Renshi 4 ; 
KALPR Tenki yoh6 The weather forecast 


The weather forecast shown here is taken from the Kyoto newspaper. Its 
title (top lefthand corner) is: 

& £ 7 DRA (ky no tenki) Today’s weather 

1) PBEM Kanji fukusha 

Decode the place names that follow (refer to map of Japan in Unit 8, p. 115): 


a) KBR ob) HEE) ALIBE) HB 
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vEremesimms coral wns) aly (alge *f *S [9 HLS sateen: 
Daas Seay] (oie 8 SE BS 6/8 woe: 
9 oy Pi! *G */4 /E H/T) se teise rs 

US (5 * 65 wearve 


(HZ (a) a Hie woe 


oer aah 


f ve auoe Es *G on ec) Cay 


UGE25 
ae. i 


we #2 gt al 

He mE a we 81 ral Gee an 

SSAOIMMRNE 
BONIS SOBA? Ble *f 
WTB ISGSAPCh me 
Bohs YYES Moyes 
MOEA VIL VSL DUKE 
SDSS SBPIBOD CS 
HM CBS CO “Dm 
BODO S82) A 67 
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Now find them on the weather report (look at the left side of the text) and 
mark them (28 #6 appears four times). 


2) Key 


Below the written text (beginning 29 H ... ) there is a key consisting 
of two boxes. Can you see them? 


The box with the straight line in the middle indicates M 4 (nochi) which 


means Jater. For example: 4#¢f; means ‘sunny later cloudy’. 


The box with the slanting line indicates Hf “ //—-F¥ (tokodoki ichiji) 


meaning sometimes/for a time. For example: Eee sometimes sunny, for 
a time cloudy’. i 
3) Look at the lefthand column (& k DOK) 


a) Find these place names: 


fadf Fukui #af Fukuoka #1 Kobe 486 Nara 
An Co Nagoya LS Kagoshima 


Now answer these questions from the information given in the lefthand 
column. 


b) What is the weather going to be like in: 

i) Tokyo ~ 11) Osaka iii) Fukui iv) Kagoshima? 
c) Name two other cities where it will be: 

i) cloudy then sunny ii) sunny then cloudy 


4) Middle and lower picture-symbol columns 
a) APE E (Kanji fukushii). Write down the meanings of these ay. 


acento ivyse vy) vy) XR wi IK 


lii-vii also represent the days of the week. Which days do they represent? 
(see Unit 1, p. 5). Check your answers in the back then find them in the 
text. 

b) You should have identified 5£ #8 (Kyoto) four times in these columns. 
The other place name (also mentioned four times) is ae (Shiga). After 
both these place names are these BEF: ACER (hokubu) and FAB (nanbu). 
HB means part, therefore ‘North part’ and ‘South part’. The middle column 
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is today’s weather, the lower column is the forecast for the 30th—4th. Now 
answer thesc questions. 


c) What is today’s weather like in: 


i) the North part of Kyoto ii) the South part of Shiga 
i) the South part of Kyoto? 


d) What is the weather forecast for: 


i) South Kyoto on Friday ii) South Kyoto on Tuesday 
iii) North Kyoto on Sunday iv) North Shiga on Saturday 
v) South Shiga on Wednesday vi) North Kyoto on Monday? 


e) On which day and where might you need an umbrella? (Two answers) 
5) Rightside pictures (top and bottom) 


a) H preceded by a number indicates a date. 3 H means 3rd (day). 
IRF preceded by a number indicates ‘o’clock’. 3 IRF means 3 o’clock. 


Look at the top satellite picture. When was it taken? (time and date) 


b) The lower picture has a number of circular symbols to the right followed 
by EF. You learnt most of these in Units 6 and 7. Can you identify 
them now? They are quite small, the size of a real newspaper: 


i) Hi ii) 2 (also look up 2) ~—siii) PYSCiv) HH) SG 
Look back to the previous units if you need to, then check your answers 


in the back and mark the terms in the text (some are quite small). 


c) There are four other circular symbols with weather terms. Find and 
mark them: 


BRA good weather ¥# mist, fog J (3].7J wind direction/strength 
AT I sleet 

6) The text 

A short text is located above the symbol columns. Go through steps 1—4 


that follow then try your own translation before looking at step 5 (the 
translation). 


i) Find and highlight the foliowing EF: words and phrases. What do 
they mean? 


ay 294 be Cc CY ECC MC‘éS):C#@E 
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ii) Find and highlight the following AF words and phrases: 


a) 39\> (yowai) weak b) SAFE (kiatsu) atmospheric pressure 
c) #¥ (tani) valley (trough) d) 2 (eikyo) influence, effect 
e) 4] (asa) morning f) &\ (ooi) many 


g) © D4% (sono go) after that h) fa S@EE (kokiatsu) high pressure 
i) 583A (mikomi) expectation j) H ¥ (nitchii) all day 


k) “adit (kion) temperature 1) BE (do) degrees 
m) 2* 9 (agari) to rise n) BY A (zenjitsu) previous day 
0) [a)U (onaji) same p) Hex 2 (atatakasa) warmth 


iii) Find and mark these U 5 %* & words: 


a) 2 % (uchi) during 

b) 724 9 (dard) will probably 

c) ... (CB BNMT (ni oowarete) be covered by (literal translation) 

d) 77> > (daitai) generally 

e) ... (2&4 (ni naru) become... 

f) <5 \* (gurai) about (x 2) 

g) ¥T (made) up to 

h) ... (4% 9 4 9 (ni narisé) it looks like it will be (come)... (4% 9 = 
seem, look like) 


iv) Find and mark these particles and grammar functions: 

(< (wa) topic marker (x 3) ® (no) of, ’s (x 7) 

T (de) through, by means of (x 1) 2% (ga) subject marker (x 1) 

& (to) as (x 1) 

t Y h Hinto: Try to translate the text yourself before working through 


step 5. Remember: find the topic or subject then work through the sentence/ 
phrase from the end. 


v) 48% Honyaku Translation 


29 Aik The 29th 
9 QEDAOWET (start from the end of this sentence 


and work backwards): through the 
influence (because of the effect) of a 
trough of low (weak) pressure 

z during the morning 

BwerAyd the clouds will probably be many 
(there will be a lot of cloud) 

t ORL... HAD after that . . . it is expected (that) 
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Aw peo t high pressure will spread and 
FEW HID KA % A generally it will be (come) fine weather 
FH a Saitek Ut the daytime temperature 

DAE CHU EC Ee) will rise up to about 24 degrees 
ee fea) it looks like it will be 


BUA et IU C5 le OWA S about the same warmth as the previous 
day (yesterday) 


Yt. Renshu 5 


F# Tegami Letters 


This seetion will get you first to read a letter whieh is handwritten, and 
then will give you some tips for writing a letter yourself! 


This letter is written downwards and you start reading at the top right, 
down the column. This is the traditional way of writing letters but many 
Japanese people nowadays write in Western style, horizontally from left to 
right. Writing downwards ean give a letter a more formal or traditional tone. 
This is a New Year’s greetings eard and as this is a traditional custom, sueh 
eards are often (but not always) written in the traditional downwards style. 


New Year eards, like Christmas cards in the West, are sent by all Japanese 
people to a wide range of friends, aequaintanees, colleagues and clients. 
They normally have a short greeting but this eard has been sent by a 
Japanese friend to a friend in England and is a eombined New Year’s 
greeting card and letter. 


1) Start by identifying and marking YF you have already been introdueed 
to. As before, see how many you ean remember then eheek the answers in 
the back before proeeeding further. 


a) WE ob) Wc) Fd) e) WE of) HAS 
s) A h) Fi) fF i) Ne IR 
m) Xi nF oo) HO py WA  q) F 

2) Find and mark these set phrases and read the explanations: 


a) SAIC HAM T (o-me ni kakarete) lit. | was able to set eyes on 
you. This is a respeetful way of saying ‘I was able to see/meet you’. 

b) ... SEL Ale (tanoshimi ni) 1 am looking forward to . .. This phrase 
ends with (C. The full sentence would end with U TW EF 
(shiteimasu) but this is often omitted. 

c) BIGAT (0-genki de) Take care! 
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me 


nap” , + S 4 = 
Sea lw 2s) soe) eee 


OY cons SE % ry 4 2 
Ome BSS & Se tT, Tao WS a ee ee : 
| ° p 
SS Hh i) a) 2) 2 = ee mid tv 


(\\ 4 8m 645 73 ere 


ws HY © teh ok w oN > ees af ab cay 8 
tea 1 NO a ee ee 
a OQ Dey Gy wy ww wk 2 


we Lakh 
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3) Now mark these “4% words and phrases. 
a) BAU & UL T (akemashite) to dawn (from BY it 4 (akeru)) 


b) 2M (0-tegami) letter e) & (otto) husband 

d) WE4E (sakunen) last year e) 5 FL (shashin) photograph 
f) i) ¥ F (okurimasu) send g) TRAE: (rainen) next year 

h) 32 (natsu) summer i) SX (mata) again 


j) 78 (gantan) New Year’s Day —_k) 46-F Hanako (girl’s name. 
4E means ‘flower’) 


4) Next mark these U 5 % 7% words and phrases: 


a) BATE IAIOFWL ETF (omedetd gozaimasu) congratulations 

b) DYIREDOPUL ELE (avigatod gozaimashita) Thank you (for 
what you have done) 

c) JUL & (ureshiku) happily 9 tt L 2 72 (ureshikatta) was/were 
happy 

d) WK & EUR (itadakimashita) reeeived (see 6e this section) 

e) © & A (dekiru) be able to 

f) ZT lk (sore dewa) and so, well, finally (used at end of letter) 


5) Mark these two 7 ¥ # # words: 
a) “UL ~ (heren) Helen b) 4X Y A (girisu) England 
6) Find and mark these partieles and grammar funetions: 


a) 4 (0) adds tone of respeet to nouns (put before the word) (x 2; also 
see 2a and e above). 

b) & (to) and, with (sce also (k)). 

e) HE tt T (yomasete) (you) let me read + PEK RELA 
received). lit. ‘If reeeived you letting me read’. It is a polite way of 
aeknowledging something which someone has done for you. Another 
example is: #K £7 TW LK & EU LZ (yasumasete itadakimashita) 
‘(You) let me take a break’. 

d) (L (wa) topic marker (x 2). 

e) C (de) in, at (partiele used to mark the place (where something 
happens). 

f) (< (ni) with, to (x 2; also see 2a this section). 

g) <M (sono) that. 

h) ® (no) see notes at beginning of unit (x 2). 

i) (0) object marker (x 2). 

j) fF ® © (ikitai) | want to go (% & = want to). 
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k) ¢2TW ETF (... 10 omotteimasu) | think that...(& here 
means ‘that’). 

l) © & (koto) placed after a verb this can be translated as ‘.. . ing’. 
Therefore: TR ACL (dekiru koto) being able to. 


7) RAW Honyaku Translation 


This time you are going to do some of the work! The translation follows, 
phrase by phrase. It is not in order, however, and your task is to work out 
the correct order. Some of it may be obvious from the English (!) but 
keep referring back to the text and points (1—6) of this section so that you 
get a good understanding of how the letter is structured. 


a) lit. Next year’s summer I think that I would like to go to England = 
Next summer I hope to. . (would like to... 

b) With my husband (my husband and I) read your letter happily (with 
pleasure). 

c) I look forward to being able to meet again. 

d) Thank you for your letter 

e) I am sending (you) the photographs of (/from) that time. 

f) Well, take care. 

g) lit. the new year has dawned, congratulations = Happy New Year! 

h) New Year’s Day, 1999. (From) Hanako Yamamoto (in Japanese, 
surname precedes first name) 

i) I was happy that last year I was able to meet with Helen in Japan. 
(The Japanese often use your name instead of saying ‘you’). 


a < MH = =Kaku rensha Writing letters 


1) Let’s start by looking at some of the features of the letter you have just 
read. 


a) Did you notice that the date is written at the end of the letter, and is 
followed by the name of the writer? This is standard practice. 


b) Hanako (the writer) begins with a greeting, in this case ‘Happy New 
Year’. You will learn some more seasonal greetings in the next section. 


c) Hanako then says thank you for the letter she received. You can use 
this structure to thank someone for something they have sent you such as: 


FLY Pb present; (tH & postcard; #— F (kado) card 
Just add H 9 HL 9 SRW EU (thank you) after the item. 
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d) Hanako brings the letter to a close with TTL, TAT (Well, 
take care). 


2) Now let us look at useful phrases and techniques you can use to write 
a letter to a Japanese friend. 


a) Begin with their name followed by & " (san) if you know the person 
well or & £ (sama) for a very formal letter. In this case you might use 
the surname. For example: 


46-F & A (Hanako san) UyAS & £ (Yamamoto-sama) (or AEF 2 £ 


Hanako-sama) 


b) Rather than beginning with an enquiry about a person’s health (How 
are you?’) the Japanese tend to comment on the weather first and then 
maybe a comment about the person’s health. Here are some useful phrases 
for different times of the year: 


Bl: 34E @ (yoi o-toshi 0) Have a good year (normally used before 

New Year’s day). 

. Fz TBHT E FD Happy New Year (used during New Year). 
AVY —7 VY ATA (meri kurisumasu) Merry Christmas. 

PF EHS WHEL TL EF (mada mada samusa ga tsuzuiteimasu) 

The cold weather continues. 

£94 RB EU & (yoyaku haru ga kimashita) At last Spring 

has come. 

ROLE a ORE Tle FT (kibishii atsusa ga tsuzuiteimasu) 

The unrelenting heat continues. 

Bt IC EKAS PDT & Tl? EF (shizuka ni aki ga yatte kiteimasu) 

Autumn has crept up on us quietly. 

c) Enquiries about health: #7G5Q°T $F % (o-genki desu ka) How are 

you? (informal) ICMAT HAL TL LF * (o-genki de o-sugoshi 

deshé ka) How are you? (formal) 

d) Closing phrases: 


Either: ZaT lk, BICAT (see 1d this section) Well, take care. 
Or: Clk, BKICR SOU T (dewa, o-karada ni ki o tsukete) 
Well, take care of yourself (alternative to (a)). 
HERBS EE 6 UL Tle ¥ F (o-henji o-machi shiteimasu) I wait 
for your reply 
@ £ 9 % 5 (saydnara) Goodbye. 
2 LU & (kashiko) sincerely (used by women; formal). 
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e) You don’t need to use an equivalent of ‘Dear’ or ‘from’ when writing 
a letter. The person’s name plus & A/é £ (see 2a this section) and 
you own name at the end (after the date) is enough. 


If you are writing a brief note or postcard, you can miss out the seasonal 
greetings and closing phrases and use this pair of phrases instead: Bi He 
(zenryaku) Greetings! (used at the beginning); 4! & (sd s0) Excuse the 
rush (used at the end) 


¥) RYAN Renshi 6 
“<6 (Sakura) The cherry blossom song 


This is perhaps the most well-known Japanese song: The music is 
reproduced as well, so that you can try singing it once you have studied 
its meaning! Notice that the lyrics are written in U 5 %* %& so that it is 
clear which sound fits which note. 

Here are the words of the song, this time with #2 as well. The romaji 
is written to the side. You could write the romaji below the U 5 %* %& on 
the music but try instead to read the U 5 %* & because this will be very 
good reading practice! Here is the text: 


fe, tx Sakura, Sakura 

BF ily &, AK 4, noyama mo sato mo 
SABE F BO miwatasu kagiri 
fa em kasumi ka kumo ka 
BAA ic 9 asahi ni niou 

ke F& Sakura, Sakura 
Ab 9 hanazakari 

1) What are the meanings of the following #2: 

a) uy b) bb eee 


d) #] (Unit 10, Renshi 4) ec) Hf) 4E (Unit 10, Renshiz 5) 
2) Find and mark these #5 words: 


a) tk (sakura) cherry blossom (x 4) 

b) FLL (noyama) fields and hills 

c) #8 (sato) home town 

d) pe S (miwatasu) survey the scene, look out over 
e) B49 (kagiri) endless, everywhere; as far as 

f) # (kasumi) mist (notice the rain radical) 
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im @) 


ty 
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g) YHA (asahi) morning sun 
h) 44] 9 (niou) be fragrant 
i) 468% (hanazakari) (flowers) in full bloom 


3) Find and mark these particles and grammar functions: 


a) & ... & (mo...mo) both... and 
b) @ ... 2 (ka... ka) either... or 
c) tc (ni) in 


i Honyaku Translation 


This time you are going to try the translation completely by yourself! 
Song lyrics and poems often use very minimal language, and use words 
to evoke a sense of what is being described rather than spelling it all out. 
When translating into English, there are a number of stages to follow: 


i) Translate individual words and phrases (here done for you). 

ii) Put together in ‘literal’ English. 

iii) Consider what meanings are being conveyed and change into a more 
natural English structure. 

iv) At this stage, translators need to decide whether it is more important 
to keep closely to the original Japanese or to ‘interpret’ the text and 
put their own individual mark on it. This may depend on the text or 
on the purpose of the translation. Certainly with poems and songs it 
may be necessary to change words in order to make the song fit the 
tune or for the poem to retain its structure, rhythm or rhyme. 


In the case of this song, however, you will be singing it in Japanese so 
focus on conveying the sense of the Japanese words in more natural 
English (but why not have a go at getting the English to fit the tune 
too!). There is a sample translation at the back so that you can check for 
meaning but as long as the meaning is correct, other versions are equally 
acceptable. 


MY Rensha 7 #43 Haiku 


Haiku were developed in Japan but nowadays are known and written all 
over the world. They are a style of poetic writing using a small number of 
words to convey a much deeper feeling or emotion. Traditionally the 
poems were observations of nature which would evoke a strong sense of 
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the scene described or of the emotions underlying it. Modern haiku explore 
many themes and continue to be popular both in Japan and internationally. 


A haiku traditionally is a 17-syllable poem of three lines: 5—7—5 (5 
syllables, 7 syllables, 5 syllables). The four great masters of Japanese 
haiku were Basho (1644-94), Buson (1716-84), Issa (1762-1826) and 
Shiki (1867-1902). A few haiku by these great masters follow ~ you are 
going to have a go at translating them! A choice of English translations 
of a word will often be given so that you can ‘experiment’ with your 
translation. There are sample translations at the back so that you can 
check on meanings. Most translators try to capture the sense of the poem 
in English without retaining the 5—7—5 form but once you have the meaning 
you could try to reduce it to 17 syllables! 


I 

WU — suzushisa ya F-#4 Shiki 
FHO#AIC  aota no naka ni 

— DR hitotsu matsu 


1) You have met these = in this book. What do they mean? 
abi bo HW co) # d- 
2) The new YF words are: 


a) UL & (suzushisa) coolness (water radical) 
b) PA (matsu) pine tree (tree radical) 


3) Particles and grammar functions 


a) * (ya) A poetic convention, for emphasis translated as ‘the’ or ‘a’ 
(like (£ wa) Some translators use . . . after the word to set the scene. 
For example: % L & © The coolness... 

b) ® (no) of 

c) (Cc (ni) in 

d) 7 (hitotsu) one (item); a single (thing) 

U 

ibe furuike ya tHE Basho 

HVEFEU3LS) = kawazu tobikomu 

KOT mizu no oto 


1) You have met these YF in this book. What do they mean? 
ay Die acy er 
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2) The new #2“% words are: 


a) 38 (ike) pond (water radical) 
b) HE (kawazu) frog (insect radical) 
c) HUFL (tobikomu) leap/plunge/dive/jump into 


3) Particles and grammar functions: 
a) *P (ya) see 3a (p. 172) b) ® (no) of 


I] 

BBP yukaze ya HEAT = Buson 
KHREO mizu aosagi no 

FE24ID  hagi o utsu 


1) You have met these #4 in this book. What do they mean? 
a) Bl (Unit 10, Renshi 4)  b) HK cc) 
2) The new #2 words are: 


a) 4 (vii) evening 

b) 3% (sagi) heron (bird radical, below) 

c) IK (hagi) leg, shin (flesh radical) 

d) 47 (utsu) hit, knock/lap against (hand radical) 


3) The particles and grammar functions are: 


a)  (ya)see3a sb): MD (no) of = cc) ®B (0) object marker 


IV 

KORO aki no yo ya —ZE Issa 
IKODYD tabi no otoko no 

Stitt hari shigoto 


1) You have met these #2“ in this book. What do they mean? 

a) We = ob) Hse) SH 

2) The new 4% words are: 

a) #K (aki) autumn b) # (yo) night c) {£3 (shigoto) work 
3) The particles and grammar functions are: 


a) *P (ya) see 3a b) D (no) of, connects linked words 
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4 YIC Owari ni 


BHTEIASRW ETF (omedet6 gozaimasu) Congratulations! You 
have completed Zeach Yourself Beginner's Japanese Script. | hope that 
you now feel you have a good grounding in Japanese reading and writing 
and are ready to take your study further and tackle new challenges! Look 
for every opportunity to use your learning so that you can consolidate it, 
and re-visit the units in this book to refresh your learning. If you have not 
yet tackled the spoken language or only have the basics, then how about 
trying Teach Yourself Beginner’s Japanese next! And please write to me 
(c/o Hodder and Stoughton) to let me know how you got on with this 
book. 


eecl. f2£9 45! 


aa TO THE EXERCISES 


UNIT 1 


Yonde mimashod: Ic, 2g, 3h, 4i, 5a, 61, 7f, 8j, 9e, 10k, 11b, 12d. Renshii 1: 
a6, b14, c10, d9, e11, f12, g3, h2, 113, j1, k7, 14, m8, n5. Renshii 2: a5, 
bl, c4, d7, e6, £3, g2. Renshii 3: 1) Wed 2) Tues 3) Sun 4) Fri 5) Sat 
6) 2 7) 1 8) 2 9) Mon. 


UNIT 2 


Yonde mimasho: 11, 2k, 3g, 4e, 5d, 6a, 7c, 8b, 9h, 10i, 11j, 12f. Renshii 1: 
a6, b2, c3, d4, e8, £9, g10, hl, 17, j5. Renshii 2: (1) a) Sun b) Wed 
c) Mon d) Sat. (2) 4 (4th, 11th, 18th, 25th). (3) Sun. Renshii 3: (1) April, 
March (2) a) April, July b) June, Feb, March c) Sept, Dec (3) a) Sun 
b) Sat c) Tues d) Wed e) Wed (4) a) Mon b) Wed c) Sun d) Mon-Sun 
€) Mon. Renshii 4: a) Sat 14th Feb b) Thurs 20th Nov c) Mon Sth May 
d) Sun 10th Sept e) Wed 25th Dec f) Fri Ist April. Renshii 6: (i) 1b, 2c, 
eb, 4a, 5c (i) la, 2c, 3b, 4a, Sc; (im) 1)ic,11 2) a,i1i 3) ¢,1 4) b.11 5) bi 
6) a,ii1 7) b,i 8) c,i 9) a,iii 10) a,ii. Renshii 7: a) Hayashi b) Morita 
c) Moriyama d) Yamakawa e) Takeyama f) Mori g) Kita h) Ishikawa 
i) Kaneda j) Takeda k) Ishida 1) Yamada m) Kawada. Test: (1) a) man 
b) wood c) power d)gold. (2) a) population b) Japan c) girl d) gateway 
e) volcano f) men and women. (3) a) ii b) vi c) vii d) v e) i f) tii g) iv. 
(4) a) Yamada b) Takeyama c) Morita d) Mori e) Ishida. (5) check writing 
sections/charts. 


UNIT 3 

Hajime ni: a) 111 b) iv c) il. Renshii I: (1) a) iv b) vic) v d) i e) ii f) tii. 
(3) a6, b4, c5, d8. Renshii 2: (3) h, g, b, e, i, c, d, f, a, j. (4) a) 9 b) 6 
Cdl Be 7 1) 133) 20s SO) 70 7) 21 k) 32 1) 43 m) 54) 65 
0) 76 p) 87 q) 88 r) 99. Renshii 3: 1) e, f, b, d, c, h, g, a; 600 (2) a) 8000 
b) 5000 c) 7000 d) 6000 e) 2000 f) 1000. (3) a) iii b) ic) iv d) ii e) v 
(4) a, e, b, g, d, c, f. 200; 2000; 2200; 20,000; 200,000; 2,000,000; 
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20,000,000. (5) a) ii b) v c) vii d) vi e) iv f) 1 g) ili. Renshw 4: (1) 1b, 2c, 
3a, 4d, Sc. (2) 1d, 2c, 3f, 4e, Sb, 6a. (3) 1) 11th Nov 2) 18th June 3) 2nd 
Oct 4) 21st Aug 5) 31st Mar 6) 24th June. Renshu 5: (1) a) iv b) vc) vi 
d) i c) iii f) ii. (2) a) ili b) vc) iv d) ie) vi f) ii Renshu 6: (1) a) (03) 
358-1377 b) (097) 592-4211 c) (0720) 21-3866 d) (03) 3593-2704 
e) (0279) 221-3154. (2) a) Sat Sth Dec 1998 b) Sun 6th Dec 1998 c) Sat 
12th Dec 1998 (3) Sat 21st Oct 1995. 


UNIT 4 


Hajime ni: (1) a) mouth b) ear c) person d) eye €) mountain f) gate 
g) tree h) sun i) child. (2) a) gate and ear b) eye c) sun d) mouth e) child 
f) eye g) tree h) mountain. Renshw 1: a4, b2, c7, d6, e5, fl, g3. Renshu 2: 
If, 2g, 3e, 4a, Sd, 6b, 7c. Renshu 4: 1b, 2e, 3f, 4g, 5a, 6d, 7c. Renshu 5: 
1) e 2) b 3) g 4) f 5) d 6) a 7) c. Renshu 6: If, 2b, 3c, 4d, 5a, 6¢. 
Renshii 7: If, 2e, 3b, 4g, Sc, 6a, 7d. Renshu 8: 1) dealer 2) entrance 
3) exit 4) drinking water 5) academic ability 6) buyer 7) holiday 
8) Japanese person. Renshii 9: (1) Id, 2e, 3f, 4h, 5k, 61, 7m, 8b, 9c, 10d, 
11j, 12g, 131, 14a. (2) a) baibai b) dokusho c) nyugaku d) shutsunyu 
e) inshoku f) kengaku g) kyigaku h) kenbun. 


TEST 


(1) a) horse b) person c) woman d) man e) child f) girl g) boy h) Japanese 
person. (2) a) mountain b) volcano c) river d) water e) fire f) tree 
g) wood h) forest i) rice field. (3) a) 1 b) 5 c) 60 yen d) 100 e) 4000 yen 
f) 20,000 g) gold, money h) 3700. (4) a) Sat 11th Sept b) 20th August 
c) 1991 (year) d) Heisei 12th year = Year 2000. (5) a) listen b) eat 
c) drink d) say e) talk f) read g) sell h) look 1) buy j) rest (6) a) ear 
b) mouth c) foot d) eye e) hand. 


UNIT 5 


Hajime ni: 1) to write grammar and non-YAF Japanese words 2) U 5 
2*% 3) simplified #47 with the same pronunciation 4) 46. Yonde 
mimasho: (Reading down): d, f, a, c, b, e. Renshii 1: a) sushi b) aki 
c) koe d) tsukue e) satd f) seito. Renshii 2: (7) a) | b) 2 c) 2. (8) UF 
(9) . (15) a) 2 b) 2 (16) 10 (17) {£ Renshai 3: Set 1 a) asa b) te 
c) natsu d) tokei e) shio f) nani g) nuno. Sct 2 a) yoru b) mimi c) haru 
d) fuyu e) mura f) yama g) mori h) wan. Set 3 a) ohayo b) sayonara 
c) neko d) sensei e) inu f) me g) heso h) hito i} rei j) nihon. Renshu 4: 
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a) kyaa kyaa b) shun shun c) shi shi d) chi chi e) nyaa nyaa f) hyd hyt 
g) hyoro hyoro h) kyoro kyoro. Renshii 6: a) kyaku b) kyo c) gyinyi 
d) shashin e) ja ne f) chdshoku g) chishoku h) hyaku i) bydin j) ryoko. 
Renshii 7: a) mizu b) kagi c) jiten d) denwa e) tanpopo f) doki doki 
g) gabu gabu Renshi 8: a) chotto b) matte c) yappari d) gakk6 e) ganbatte 
f) massugu. Renshii 9: a) tabcmasu, tabemashita b) nomimasu, 
nomimashita c) mimasu, mimashita d) kakimasu, kakimashita 
e) hanashimasu, hanashimashita. 


UNIT 6 


Hajime ni: a) earth b) tree c) woman d) stone e) mouth f) horse g) sun h) 
moon Yonde mimashd: al0, bl, c5, d6, e3, f9, g8, h2, 17, }4. Renshii 1: 
a6, b9, c4, d10, e8, £3, gl, h5, 12, j7. Renshii 2: a4, b2, c5, d3, el. 
Renshii 3: a6, b9, c5, d8, e7, f2, g3, h4, 11. Renshii 4: a4, b1, c5, d3, e7, 
f2, g8, h6. Renshi 5: a2, b8, c6, d7, e4, f3, gl, hS. Renshii 6: a) 11 
b) 5c) 13 d) 14 e) 1 f) 7 g) 8h) 91) 12 j) 6k) 31) 4m) 15 n) 170) 2 
p) 10 q) 16. Renshii 8: a) takai b) yasui c) chiisai d) Okii e) sukunai 
f) sukoshi g) furui h) atarashii i) futoi j) hiroi k) shiroi. 


TEST 


(A) 1) above 2) below 3) small 4) big 5) middle (also inside) 6) dog 7) fat 
8) a little 9) axe 10) father 11) cow 12) stand 13) old 14) mother 
15) wide 16) white 17) rice 18) cheap, safe 19) thread 20) pointed 
21) meat 22) hot/bitter 23) rain 24) blue 25) country 26) sound 27) tall, 
expensive 28) island 29) school 30) black 31) bird 32) snow 33) cloud 
34) new 35) thunder 36) electric 37) dove 38) cloudy 39) frost. 
(B) 1) Sunday 2) Saturday 3) Wednesday 4) Tuesday 5) start school 
6) primary school 7) middle school 8) high school 9) absent from school 
10) study visit 11) Japan 12) China 13) America 14) Central America 
15) mother country 16) island country 17) beef 18) chicken 19) food 
20) drink 21) white rice 22) drinking water 23) train 24) new car 
25) secondhand car 26) carriage 27) rickshaw 28) puppy 29) calf 
30) swan 31) parents 32) child 33) adult 34) boy 35) girl 36) girl 
37) shopping 38) sightseeing 39) entrance 40) exit 41) holiday. 


UNIT 7 


Hajime ni: (1) a) wood b) forest c) man d) like e) bright f) listen g) see 
h) write i) say/words j) sell k) read 1) speak m) buy n) rest 0) go out 
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p) study. (2) a) person b) mouth c) earth d) woman e) child f) sun 
g) moon h) tree i) fire j) rice field k) eye 1) say/words m) gold n) car. 
Renshi 1: a) 6b) 7c) 4d) 9 e) 12 f) 5 g) 10h) 21)3j) 8k) 11) 1. 
Renshii 4: a) |. hat radical 2. above b) 1. vegetation 2. above c) 1. lid 2. 
above d) 1. village 2. right side e) 1. enclosure 2. surround f) 1. yawn 2. 
right side g) 1. bamboo 2. above h) 1. fire 2. below i) 1. hole 
2. above j) 1. cover 2. above k) 1. vapour 2. partial surround 1) |. heart 
2. below m) 1. rain 2. above. Renshu 5: (1) i) c it) d ili) e iv) b v) a 
(2) i) a ii) b iit) d iv) c (3) i) b ii) d ili) c iv) e Vv) f vi) a vii) g. 


UNIT 8 2 


Hajime ni: a) 4(4) b) 12(4) c) 14(2) d) 7(2) €) 5(6) f) 13(6) g) 2(6) h) 10(6) 
i) 3(6) j) 15(7) k) 11(6) 1) 1(4/6) m) 9(4/6) n) 6(3) 0) 8(4). Renshu 1: 
1)h 2) c¢ 3)j 4) k 5) m6)17)b 8) c9)a 10) d11)n12)f13)0 14) ¢ 
15) a 16) i 17) e. Renshii 2: 1) c 2) £3) j 4)05)n6)17)18)a9)h 
10) g 11) k 12) d 13) m 14) b 15) c. Renshii 4: 1d, 2b, 3g, 4e, Sf, 6h, 7c, 
8a. Renshii 5: Ic, 2c, 3b, 4a, Sd. Renshii 6: 1) toilet 2) entrance 3) toilet 
4) ‘Thundergate’ 5) push 6) pull 7) south gate 8) north gate 9) Hiroshima, 
Osaka 10) grilled (food) 11) railway station 12) Fuji Bank 13) opening 
times 14) international phone 15) unreserved 16) unoccupied taxi 
17) Japanese-style room 18) no admittance 19) no smoking. 


UNIT 9 


Hajime ni: 1) loanwords; foreign names; to make words stand out; plant/ 
animal classification. 2) part of #247 3) 46. Yonde mimasho: (in order 
from top) e, d, a, f, b, c. Renshii 1: skirt(e) suit(f) steak(c) cake(a) ice(d) 
toast(b). Renshi 2: Set (1) 1g, 2f, 3b, 4c, Sa, 6e, 7d. Set (2) Ic, 2e, 3d, 
4b, Sa. Set (3) If, 2g, 3d, 4a, Sc, 6b, 7h, 8e. Renshu 4: (1) i) d ii) c 
iii) a iv) e v) b. (2) i) c ii) e 111) a Iv) d v) b. (3) 1) fii) b iii) e iv) dv) a 
vi) c vil) g. (4) i) c 11) € iii) a iv) d v) g vi) b vii) f. (5) i) g ii) b ili) i 
iv) e v)j vi) a vii) k viit) h ix) f x) 1 xi) c xii) d 6) i) a ii) c ill) e iv) d 
v) f vi) b. (7) 1) b 11) e 111) a iv) c v) d. (8) i) a ii) ¢ iti) e iv) d v) b. 
Renshii 6: Ih, 2j, 3a, 4c, 51, 6g, 7b, 8e, 9f, 10d. Renshii 7: 11, 2g, 3), 4a, 
Se, 6d, 7b, 8c, 9f, 10h. Renshu 8: 1g, 2b, 3h, 4a, 51, 6k, 71, 8c, 9c, 10d, 
11f, 12j. Renshu 9: 1) eh 2) ai 3) ce 4) gb 5) ic 6) hj 7) dg 8) jd 9) fa 
10) bf. Renshu 10: 1) Luna 2) hot, iced 3) milk, lemon 4) 600 yen 5) 400 
yen 6) cheese, ham, mixed 7) 800 yen 8) 350 + 600 + 700 = 1650 yen 
9) your choice 10) parfait, apple pie. Renshu 11: 1) Toyota 2) Sony 
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3) Casio 4) National 5) Sanyo 6) Mitsubishi, Renshii 12: (1) 2, 4, 6 (2) 3 
(3) printers, software (4) 6 (5) TV, video, laserdiscs (6) 2 (7) 1 (8) 2: 
basement, floor 1 (9) fax machines (10) basement. Renshii 13: a2, b4, 
cl, d5, e6, £3. Renshit 14: 1) McDonald’s 2) karaoke 3) opening sale 
4) videos and books 5) recycle 6) a curry house 7) Valentine’s Day 8) beer 
9) dessert 10) E-mail 11) piano 12) Toyota 13) single malt 14) wine 
15) Christmas tree 16) City of Angels, Nicholas Cage, Meg Ryan. 


UNIT 10 


Renshi 1: (1) a) book b) read c) say. Renshii 2: (1) a) water b) jewel 
(ball) c) fire d) finger e) test f) tissue g) frying pan. Renshii 3: (1) a) 
drink/1 b) person/3 c) eye/3 d) enter/2 e) tea/5 f) convenience/mail/1 
g) big/I h) go out/2 i) time/2. (3d) 1/y, 2/vii, 3/vi, 4/iv, 5/, 6/ii, 7/11. (Sc) 
I/vi, 2/111, 3/i, 4/iv, S/vii, 6/v, 7/ii. Renshii 4: (1) a) Osaka b) Tokyo 
c) Sapporo d) Kyoto. (3b) i) cloudy later sunny ii) sunny later cloudy 
ill) sunny sometimes cloudy iv) rainy later cloudy. (3c) i) two of: Nagoya, 
Fukuoka, Sapporo ii) Kobe, Nara. (4a) i) north ii) south iii) gold/Friday 
iv) earth/Saturday v) moon/Monday vi) fire/Tuesday vii) water/ Wednesday. 
(4c) All are cloudy later sunny. (4d) i) cloudy sometimes sunny ii) sunny 
sometimes cloudy iii) cloudy sometimes rainy iv) cloudy sometimes sunny 
v) sunny sometimes cloudy vi) cloudy. (4e) Sunday: North Kyoto and 
North Shiga. (Sa) 28th, 21:00 or 9 o’clock. (Sb) i) sunny/fine ii) cloudy 
(cloud) iii) rain iv) thunder v) snow. (6i) a) 29th b) cloud c) tall (high) 
d) fine e) weather f) above. Renshii 5: a) New Year b) bright c) hand 
d) read e) previous f) Japan g) eye h) time i) go j) think k) meet 1) enjoy 
m) spirit n) year 0) dawn p) Yamamoto q) child. (7) order = g, d, b, i, e, 
a, c, f, h. Renshii 6: (1) a) mountain b) look c) cloud d) morning e) sun 
f) flower. Sample translation: Cherry blossom, cherry blossom, over fields 
and hills, 1 survey the endless scene (or: as far as the eye can see; or: an 
endless scene). (like) mist or cloud, fragrant in the morning sun, cherry 
blossom, cherry blossom, in full bloom. Renshii 7: (I) 1a) blue/green 
b) rice field c) middle d) one. Sample translation: The coolness, In the 
middle of a green rice field, one pine tree. (II) 1a) old b) water c) sound. 
Translation: An old pond, A frog dives in, The sound of water. (III) 1a) 
wind b) water c) blue. Translation: The evening breeze... , water laps 
against the legs of a blue heron. (IV) la) travel b) man c) needle. 
Translation: An autumn night ..., A travelling man’s, Needlework. 


INDEX (1) JAPANESE- 
ENGLISH: UNIT CHARTS 


A unit-by-unit summary of main #24 including: number of strokes (in 
brackets), on and kun readings, English meanings and jukugo (compound 
word) examples. 


* For stroke order of main #47 refer to the writing sections of each unit. 
The stroke order for those #4 in units | and 2 which don’t appear in 
the writing sections is given in these charts. 

** On readings are given in capitals, kun readings in lower case. The 
bracketed part of a kun reading indicates the part written in hiragana 
(dictionary form is given for verbs). 


UNIT 1 


uy SAN, yama; 


(3) mountain 
Jil SEN, kawa, gawa; 
(3) river 
NICHI, JITSU, hi, bi, ka; 
(4) day, sun 
GETSU, GATSU, tsuki; 
(4) month, moon [pic In.1] 


DO, TO, tsuchi; 
(3) earth, ground 
CHIKU, take; 


(6) bamboo [pic In.2] 
MOKU, BOKU, ki; 

(4) tree, wood 
RIN, hayashi, bayashi; 

(8) woods 

SHIN, mori; 


(12) forest 
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7K SUI, mizu; 
(4) water 
FA DEN, ta/da; 
(5) rice field 
KIN, KON, kane; 


(8) gold, money [pic In.3] 
1K, KA, hi, bi; 
(4) fire [pic In.4] 
a SEKI, SHAKU, ishi, koku; 

stone 


In.1 


il KO, KU, kuchi, guchi; 


(3) mouth 
Xe SOKU (ZOKU), ashi, ta (riru); 
(7) foot (leg) [pic In.5] 
=I MOKU, me; 
(5) eye 
x JO, NYO, onna; 
woman [pic In.6] 


ae SHI, SU, ko; 
jy tani [pic Tac? 


NIN, JIN, hito; 

person 

JI, mimi; 

ear 

SHU, te; 

hand 

RYOKU, RIKI, chikara; 
power, strength 

SHA, kuruma; 

vehicle, car 

BA, uma; 

horse 

MON, kado; 

gate 

DAN, NAN, otoko; 
man 

KO, kono(mu); 

like, love 

MEI, MYO, aka(rui), aki(raka); 
bright, light 

HON, moto; 

root, origin, main, book 
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[pic In.8] 


[pic In.9] 
[pic In.10] 


[pic In.11] 


[pic In.12] 
[pic In.13] 
[pic In.14] 


[pic In.15] 
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In.11 


EE EE 
eealez) 


In.12 
HPAL |e la be? Wlat 
In.13 

eAleal | |e |e |9 |elarlen 
In.14 

ANS = NAN 
In.15 

UNIT 3 

cau ICHI, hito(tsu); 

() one 

a NI, futa(tsu); 

(2) two 

= SAN, mit(tsu); 

(3) three 


SHI, yon, yo, yot(tsu); 
(5) four 


184 
aim GO, itsu(tsu); 
(4) five 
ox ROKU, mut(tsu); 
(4) SIX 
als SHICHI, nana(tsu); 
(2) seven 
IX HACHI, yat(tsu); 
(2) eight 
Tu KYU, KU; kokono (tsu); 
(2) nine 
‘Al JU, ti; 
(2) ten 
A HYAKU; 
(6) hundred 
AP SEN, chi; 
(3) thousand 
Ai MAN, BAN; 
(3) ten thousand, all 
ia EN; 
(4) yen, circle 
NEN, toshi; 
(6) year, age 
UNIT 4 
fd BUN, ki(ku); 
(14) hear, listen 
bh KEN, mi(ru); 
(7) look, see, watch 
= SHO, ka(ku); 
(10) write 
= GEN, (GON), i(u), koto; 
(7) say 
- GAKU, mana(bu); 
(8) study, learn 
=| BAI, ka(u); 
(12) buy 
tk KYU, yasu(mu); 


—~ 
a 
ma 


rest 
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tH SHUTSU, de(ru), da(su); 
(5) go/come out 

it BAI, u(ru); 

(7) sell 

fale DOKU, yo(mu); 

(14) read 

fi WA, hanashi, hana(su); 
(13) talk 

1ey SHOKU, ta(beru); 
(9) eat 

i IN, no(mu); 

(12) drink 

Ve NYU, i(ru), hai(ru); 
(2) enter, put in 

+) BUTSU, MOTSU, mono; 
(8) thing 

UNIT 6 

We. RITSU, ta(tsu), tachi; 
(5) stand (up) 

fa KO. taka(i); 

(10) high, expensive 

a CHO, tori; 

(1) bird 

kK BEI, MAI, kome; 

(6) rice 

ge DAL, TAI, 6(kii); 

(3) big, great 

an KIN, ono; 

(4) axe 

an GYU, ushi; 

(4) cow, cattle 

tr KO, furu(i); 

(5) old 

KR SHI, ito; 

(6) thread 

1). SHO, chii(sai), ko, 0; 


small 
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BO, haha, (0)ka(san); 
mother 

AN, yasu(i); 

cheap, safe 

KO, hiro(i); 

wide, spacious 

SHIN, atara(shii); 

new 

KOKU, kuro(i); 

black 

HAKU, BYAKU, shiro(i), jiro; 
white 

SEI, SHO, ao(i); 

blue, green, inexperienced 
FU, chichi, to, (0)to(san); 
father 

U, ame; 

rain 

JO, ue, nobo (ru), a(garu); 
above, on, top 

KA, GE, shita, moto, kuda(ru); 
below, under, go down 
CHU, naka; 

inside, middle, within 
UN, kumo; 

cloud; 

DON, kumo(ri); 

cloudy weather 

RAI, kaminari; 

thunder 

SETSU, yuki; 

snow 

DEN; 

electric 

KEN, inu; 

dog 

TO, shima, jima; 

island 

ON, IN, oto, ne; 

sound 
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ae SHIN, kara(i); 
(7) hot, bitter, spicy; 
a SO, shimo; 
(17) frost 
Ay SHO, suku(nai), suko(shi); 
(4) few, a little 
TAI, TA, futo(i); 
(4) fat, deep (voice) 
KOKU, kuni, guni; 


(8) country 
NIKU; 

(6) meat, flesh 
KO; 


(10) school 


UNIT 7 

A SHIN, shin(jiru); 
(9) believe, trust; 

Ue SHO, tona(eru); 
(11) chant, recite; 


hata, hatake; 
(9) cultivated field 
i DAN; 
(15) talk, discussion 
HR SON, mago; 
(10) grandchild 
HS MEI, na(ku); 
(14) cry, chirp 
R EN, hon; 
(8) blaze, flame 
FUN, ta(ku), ya(ku); 
~~ burn, kindle 
Fin GO; kata(ru); 
(14) language, word, tell 
MAI, u(meru); 
(10) bury/be buried 
B TAN; 
(5) dawn 
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ci KAN; 

(9) wicked, noisy 

1G KATSU; 

i live, energy 
TAI, TEI, karada; 

(7) body 

ay CHO, machi; 

(7) town 

RY SON, mura; 

(7) village 

bis MAI, imdto; 

(8) younger sister 

xT TO, hi; 

(6) lamp, light 

ir SETSU, o(ru); 

(7) fold, snap, bend 

AK MIN, nemu(i); 

(10) sleep(y) 

IK HAI, ho(eru); 

(7) bark 

it CHO, hiji 

(7) elbow 

74 HAKU, to(maru); 

(8) stay at, put up 

a SHIN, hari; 

(10) needle 

ir TEN, koro(garu); 

(11) turn, change 

RF JI, toki, doki; 

(10) time 

UNIT 8 

Ji TEN, mise; 

(8) shop, store 

iB OKU, ya; 

(9) shop 

iy KYOKU; 


(7) 


bureau, office 
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wt SHO, JO, tokoro; 
(8) place 

Dy JO, ba; 

(12) place 

fit KAN; 

(16) hall, large building 
Hy] EN, sono; 


(13) garden 
ip SHI, ichi; 


(5) city, market 
al KO, KU; 
(3) construction 
ZS KO, dyake; 
(4) public 


TO, ZU, haka(ru); 
(7) drawing, map 
fa GYO, sakana, uo; 


(1) fish 

Te] SHU, sake, saka; 
(10) rice wine, alcohol 
a CHA; 

(9) tea 

WK YAKU, kusuri; 
(16) medicine 

bE SEN, ara(u); 

(9) wash 

Es SHU, nushi; 

(5) master, owner 
Et CHU; 

(15) reside, stop-over 
+E JU, su(mu); 

(7) reside, live 


LAN EKI; 
(14) station 
BEN, BIN; 
(9) convenience, mail 
{J KO, GYO, AN, i(ku), yu(ku), okona(u); 
(6) go, hold 
cs SHITSU; 
(9) room 


NAI, DAI, uchi; 
inside, home 
GAI, GE, soto, hoka; 
outside, foreign 
SEKI; 

seat, place 

RYO; 

charge, materials 
HOKU, BOKU, kita; 
north 

NAN, minami; 
south 

TO, higashi; 
east 

SEI, SAI, nishi; 
west 

KIN; 

forbidden 

U, YU, migi; 
right 

SA, hidari; 

left 


KAI, a (keru), hira, (ku); 


open 


HEI, shi (meru), to (jiru); 


close 
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INDEX (2) ENGLISH- 
JAPANESE: WORD INDEX 


The number in brackets indicates the page where the word first appears. 


A 


above (77) abroad (112) absence from school (51) academic ability 
(51) address (108) admission free (113) adult (81) alcohol (106) 
a little (79) America (81) arrival (117) art (106) art gallery (107) 
ask (95) axe (75) 


B 


bad at (80) bamboo (3) bamboo shoots (49) bank (109) _ bar (107) 
bark (91) bathroom (114) beckon (94) beef (81) believe (89) 
below (77) bicycle (111) big (74) bird (74) bitter (79) _ black (76) 
blaze (89) blue (76) blue-white (80) body (91) book (50) 
bookshop (107) boy (15, 81) branch (97) break (91) _ bright (14, 
94) brush (46) bullet train(118) bureau (105) burn (89) bury (89) 
be buried (89) buy (43) buyer (51) buying and selling (51) 


C 


calf (80) car (13) car park (108) carriage (15) cart (13) Central 
America (81) certificate (90) chant (89) cheap (76) chicken (81) 
child (12, 81) China (81) chirp (89) cinema (110) city (106) 
cleanse (95) clear (94) clear up (95) close (117) closed (117) 
cloud (78) cloudy weather (78) clue (81) coffee shop (107) 
construction (106) convenience (108) conversation (89) cosmetics 
(114) country (81) cow (75) create (95) cry (animal — 89) 
cultivated field (89) 
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D 


dawn (89) day (1) dealer (51) decree (94) departure (117) 
discussion (89) dog (79) domestic (112) dormant volcano (51) dove 
(79) down (104) drawing (106) drink (47) drinking place (107) 
drinking water (51) drinks (50) drought (95) dry weather (95) dwell 
(108) 


E 


ear (13) earth(3) east(115) eat(47) eating and drinking (51) eight 
(29) elbow (92) electric (78) elementary school (81) emotion (95) 
enter (48) entrance (51) entrance fee (113) exit (51) explosion (95) 
express (118) eye (13) 


F 


factory (107) fare adjustment office (109) fat (79) father (76) fee 
(111, 113) feeling (95) few (79) fine weather (95) fire (3) _ fish 
(106) fishmonger (107) five (29) flame (89) flesh (81) fold (91) 
food (47, 50) foot (13) forbidden (116) foreign (112) foreign 
exchange (112) forest (3) four (29) Friday (5) frost (79) 


G 


garden (105) gate (13) gateway (15) girl (14, 81) go (108) go 
in (48) going in and out (51) gold (3) good at (80) go out (43) 
grandchild (89) greengrocer (107) grilled (118) ground (3) 


H 


hall (105) hand (13) hear (43) heavy rain (80) high (74) high 
school (81) history (90) hold (94) holiday (43, 51) horse (13) 
horse power (14) hot (79) hour (92) hundred (32) 


I 


imperial edict (94) information (109) inherit (94) inn, Japanese (110) 
inside (77) international phone (112) invite (94) island (79) island 
country (81) items for sale (S50) 
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J 


Japan (14) Japanese: bath (114), cuisine (114), inn (110), person (15), 
room (112), style (114) junior high school (81) 


K 
kindle (89) kiosk (107) 


L 


lamp (91) language (89) large building (105) left (117) left 
luggage (113) lesson (90) library (107) like (14) listen (43) liquor 
store (107) live (91) liver (95) long-distance train (111) look (43) 
love (14) luggage (113) 


M 


make (95) mail (108) man(14) manpower (15) map(106) market 
(106, 107) marsh (94) master (108) meat (81) medicine (106) 
middle (77) middle school (81) mischief (95) Monday (5) money 
(3) money exchange (109) month (2) mother(76) mother country 
(81) mountain (3) moon(1l) mouth (13) museum (110) 


N 


narrative (90) needle (92) new (76) new car (81) newspaper (81) 
new year (81) nine (29) noise (79) north (115) not allowed (116) 


O 


occupied taxi (111) office (105) old (74) older (81) one (29) on 
top (77) open (117) open for business (117) origin (14) 


P 


paddy field (15) pair (51) pale (80) parcel (113) parents (80) park 
(107) passport control (112) person (12) perspire (95) pharmacy 
(107) pigeon (79) place (105) poem (90) pointed (79) pole (95) 
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polished rice (80) population (14) post office (108) powder room 
(114) power (13) previous (95) primary school (81) proof (90) 
public (106) public eye, in the (15) pull (117) puppy (80) purify 
(96) purity (95) push (117) 


R 


rain (76) read (46) reading (51) recite (89) request (95) reserved 
seat (113) reside (108) rest (43) restrain (95) rice (74, 106) rice 
field (3) rickshaw (15) right (117) river (3) rod (95) roof (105) 
room (111) root (14) rotate (92) 


S 


safe (76) samurai (94) Saturday (5) say (43) school (81) seat (111) 
secondhand car (81) sell (46) seller (S51) set meal (113) seven (29) 
shop (105) shopping (50) shopping area(109) sightseeing (50) six 
(29) sleep (91) sleeper train (111) small (74) small dog (80) 
smoke (116) snap(91) snore (95) snow (78) soar (94) sound (79) 
south (115) spacious (76) speak (46) special express (118) spirit 
(95) stand (mews) (107) stand (up) (75) start school (51) 
station (108) stay at (92) stone (4) store (105) strength (13) _ strictly 
forbidden (116) study (43) study visit (51) Sunday (5) superiors 
(80) swamp (94) swan (80) 


T 


talk (46) tall (74) tapered (79) tea(106) teashop (107) telephone 
(81) temple (92) ten (29) ten thousand (32) theatre (110) thing 
(50) thousand (32) thread (75) three (29) thunder (78) Thursday 
(5) ticket office (109) time (92) toilet (107, 108, 114) tower (94) 
town (91) train (80) translation (90) travel (109) tree (3) 
Tuesday (5) tune (90) turn (92) two (29) 


U 


under (77) underground (118) university (80) unoccupied taxi (111) 
unreserved seat (113) up (104) 
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V 
vast (80) vehicle (13) village (91) vinegar (95) volcano (15) 


W 


wait (114) waiting room (114) wash (106) watch (43) water (3) 
water power (15) Wednesday (5) west (115) western-style (114) + 
cuisine (114), room (112) white (76) white rice (80,95) wickedness 
(89, 95) wide (76) wine (106) wine shop (107) woman (12) 
wood/s (3) words (43) write (47) writing (50) 


Y 


yen (32) year (32) yesterday (95) younger sister (91) youth (80) 
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Do you really want to learn Japanese? Do classes terrify 
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Yourself Beginner’s Japanese is for you! 


Helen Gilhooly has written a friendly introduction to 
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parts. The first teaches you the basic language you will need, 
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[= EEE 


Other related titles 


fl TEACH YOURSELF 


JAPANESE 


Helen Ballhatchet and Stefan Kaiser 


This is a complete course in spoken Japanese. If you have 
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brushing up, Teach Yourself Japanese is for you. 


Helen Ballatchet and Stefan Kaiser have created a practical 
course that is both fun and easy to work through. They 
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